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August 09 Newsletter

A Firewise Community by Bob Hock, Emergency Preparedness Director:


Several Sun News articles have made everyone aware of the Barefoot Resort Area Fire and North Myrtle Beach’s effort to mitigate a similar situation.  We, too, must plan for a fire. The Town of Briarcliffe Acres Emergency Management Procedures now shares FIRE along with HURRICANES as the top potential danger to our community.

Therefore, the mayor appointed a committee to make recommendations on becoming a Firewise Community.  The committee currently includes:  Bob Hock, Chairman; Nancy Edelman, Councilwoman; Tom Merrell, and John Wylie.  The committee met with the North Myrtle Beach Fire Department representative, Lt. Edward Hughes, on June 17, 2008, at the Cabana to discuss how to get started. In addition to this meeting, all of the committee members attended a Firewise seminar conducted by the SC Forestry Service at Barefoot Resort on July 1, 2009.  At our request, Lois Edwards of the SC Forestry Service in Conway and a few members of the Columbia based Forestry Service will be coming to Briarcliffe for a survey on Sept. 25th.  Lois Edwards said that Briarcliffe Acres is already officially on our way to being recognized as a Firewise Community.


North Myrtle Beach City Council is currently considering a new burning ordinance.  Since the Town of Briarcliffe Acres contracts with NMB for fire protection, the BA Council will be looking closely at their final ordinance.

Bob Hock

Notes from Nancy Edelman, Town Councilwoman

The Firewise Community organization recommends that in order to keep down the risk of losing your home to a fire, take the following landscaping precautions.  

· remove all pine straw from around your house.  

· remove all the Wax Myrtles and other highly flammable shrubs, such as Podocarpus,  and underbrush (weeds and vines) to at least 30 feet from the house.   

· place the number of your address on a mailbox or somewhere clearly visible to the street in order for emergency vehicles to find the address.

· trim back all limbs that are leaning over the roof.  

The fall is the perfect time to prune all your trees and to clean up debris from around your house.  All trees benefit from proper pruning, clearing out dead limbs and limbs that cross over.  Some hints on pruning: When you prune, cut back to a live branch or to the collar of a branch; never leave a stub.  Large trees have a better chance of surviving strong winds if the canopy is shaped like a fan, not like a kite.  If you have a large tree that has “grown up” in a group, it depends on that group for wind protection.  The town is pruning dead or low overhanging limbs along our roads and medians.  It will take time to complete the work.

The Pick Up Pet Waste signs are one of the requirements for our continued Stormwater Permit for SCDHEC.  Our permit requires the town and its residents to eliminate as many stormwater pollution factors as possible, including picking up pet waste.

Because of the recent dry weather, the lake-levels are very low.  It is apparent that all the lakes are comparatively shallow and need clean-up and dredging.  Perhaps the town can find a grant to help with this task as it is a very costly.  For now, because of budget restrictions, the town can only tackle the problem piecemeal.  This past month we dredged out the north end of South Lake, reinforced the dam between North and South Lake, and placed larger overflow pipes at the proper height.  Thank you Bob Kennedy, Huston Huffman, and John Molnar for all your assistance in this matter and also for assessing and coming up with a plan to solve the flooding problems along Ocean View Dr. The town is also repairing the outflow ditch along Cabana Dr., per Stormwater requirements.  

The shallow water in our lakes and creeks exacerbate our mosquito problems.  DHEC gave us mosquito dunks which I put in the pond and creeks behind Pine Tree Lane.   Our landscaping contractor also put the dunks in all the storm drains.

Fact Check: 

· The Council carefully reviews and considers all bids. The standard the Council applies in the consideration of all contracts is to act in the best interests of the community by balancing past experience, quality of service, and cost. “The quality of performance of previous contracts or services with the Town” can be considered in the awarding of a bid that is not the lowest, according to State law.

· There were 5 bids for the landscaping contract. Two bids were higher than ProCurb.  
· Waste Industries’ bid was $3630 lower than any other bid.

· Councilman Bell and Councilwoman Edelman at the October 08 workshop introduced the Procurement Policy for Council consideration. The Council has been working on getting it in ordinance form since that time.

· Code Codification was begun by the past Council.  Mayor Corbett and the Council have continued the work of updating the ordinances; in particular the ones which will enable the Town to enforce code violations, such as #lot 65.

I invite any resident to call me if they have any question about a vote or issue in front of the Council.                      

Nancy Edelman

Landscaping: Abby Stewart, Landscape Coordinator

Visibility of Motorist:  The entrances to our town were reviewed for the visibility of motorists. Plants were removed and pruned to allow better vision when entering Route 17 or turning into our town. Additionally plants were removed in medians and intersections in town. This resulted in 6 loads of plant debris which they hauled away of course. This effort is ongoing as other intersections in town are being analyzed for their safety upon consultation with Kyle.

Mosquito Spraying: In the August town meeting, a resident noted the large number of mosquitoes.  I checked with Horry County and upon approval of council requested a mosquito spraying of our town. The spraying was completed at the end of August and affects the adult population of mosquitoes. Certain sections of town which have been historically opposed to spraying were not done.  

Town Website- townofbriarcliffe.us: Abby Stewart, Webmaster

The town website now has the approved minutes for both 2009 and 2008.  Town newsletters from the past year are also posted. Clicking on the respective link will open the minutes in a word document format which is available for viewing or printing thus saving labor and copying costs for the town office. Additionally, draft proposals of ordinances are posted when requested by the Mayor.  Notices of upcoming meetings and agendas are posted.  Any crime watch information or other pertinent information for the safety of residents from Kyle is posted quickly. I encourage everyone to check the website regularly for the latest town information. It is updated several times a week.  Not to worry if you have an old bookmark of “townofbriarcliffe.com,” you will be directed to the current site.

