     The Council workshop was held on Monday, September 12, 2011 at 7:30 pm in the Town office.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Gary Pell









Abigail Stewart





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  The first item on the agenda is second reading of Ordinance #2011-03 animals.  We have corrected the ordinance to read three cat and three dogs instead of three cats or three dogs.  David will need to change the ordinance to include a grandfathered clause.  As long as the pet is currently registered and they continue to register them, they will be exempt from the limit rule.  These changes will become effective upon approval of the second reading.  Under Section 4-13, the Mayor stated that we need to clarify who has the discretion to impound or dispose of a vicious or dangerous dog since we don’t have an animal control officer.  The Chief suggested that we can use the County animal control officer, but we might want to include in the ordinance “law enforcement officer”.  We will have David make these changes.  Council then discussed the issue with the rooster.  Councilwoman Edelman asked if we were going to address this in another ordinance.  Councilman Pell stated that David had suggested that Council amend Chapter 4 by amending the provisions regarding possession of poultry.  David had previously drafted an ordinance that limited poultry to two hens that must be kept in a fully enclosed area.  The building structure or enclosure would need to be kept in sanitary conditions including provisions of suitable and proper drainage and precaution against breeding flies.  The enclosures or house must be kept 30ft. from adjacent properties.  All poultry would have to be registered with the Town Clerk.  Current residents possessing more than two hens could keep their current hens, but could not be replaced.  Existing roosters must be removed from the Town limits.  The Chief recommended that we ban poultry.  Councilman Pell advised that we continue to get complaint and that we should ban poultry.  Council agreed.  We will need to have David draft an ordinance regarding poultry and have first reading at the town meeting.

     The next item on the agenda is storm debris – process and procedures review.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that Council tried to keep everyone updated through email concerning the impending hurricane including a letter from the Mayor.  However, many of our residents place their yard debris in the medians.  We still have remaining piles in the median and more continue to appear.  Council discussed the best course of action.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that it took 38 hours for our landscaper to clean up the town with 8 of those hours for Bayberry alone.  She stated that she did a survey of the town on September 11 and there are still debris piles reappearing.  There is another issue with 13 debris piles appearing on the right-of-ways, specifically a large one on Center Drive that is extending out into the road.  Council will have our code enforcement officer follow-up with two of the residents on Bayberry and issue warnings that debris is not to be placed in the median.  We will also have him contact other residents that have debris piles.  Council will also be sending a letter to all residents advising that yard debris must not be placed in the medians or town right-of-ways.    Piles placed at the roadside for private contractors to remove should be removed within a reasonable time frame.  Councilwoman Edelman will draft the letter for Council’s approval.  Council also discussed trees falling across the roadways from resident’s property.  Councilman Herron stated that he questioned the tree removed on Center by Wayne that was Bob Lauer’s tree.  Councilman Pell will check with David concerning the legality of this issue with regard to the Town’s responsibility.  Council also discussed amending the littering ordinance to include yard waste.  Councilwoman Stewart also recommended that the Firewise committee meeting be reconvened after the first of the year.  Our last firewise event was in April.  She stated that she has been communicating with Mike Bozzo (Forestry Commission) who advised that grant money for these events is very tight with a lot of competition.  Our next event may require some financial contribution from residents.  She also wanted to commend our landscaper, Thomas Samaha for his commitment and for his work ethic on August 27th and the days following the storm. Councilman Herron questioned whether anyone had reviewed Wayne’s bill.  He stated that his bill for $4,500 listed where the trees were removed and what kind of tree; however, he does not itemize the cost of each tree removed.  Councilman Herron recommended that in the future, it would be prudent to have the bills be itemized including costs.   Council further discussed that since the storm debris removal expenses were not budgeted, that we should transfer funds from the contingency fund to cover these expenses.  At the town meeting, Council will discuss approval to transfer $6,500 from the contingency fund to cover these expenses.            

     The next item on the agenda is the condition of the property at 174 Beach Drive.  This is a vacant house that is not being maintained.  Council will ask the code enforcement officer to contact the owner of the property citing the nuisance ordinance.  The Town previously sent a letter to the owner and the realtor that is handling this property; however, no one has responded.  Council also discussed how we can recover cost of actions taken under the nuisance ordinance.  Councilman Pell stated that the nuisance ordinance needs to be amended to include the recovery of costs.  He will talk to David concerning the ordinance.

     The next item on the agenda is drought conditions.  At the last workshop, Council discussed what actions should be taken concerning the lakes, wells, and irrigation during drought conditions.  Councilwoman Edelman advised that she had received a message from a resident stating that the North Lake was still down.  She and Councilman Pell are working on a draft letter to send to residents.  While there is no longer a sense of urgency on this matter, it still needs to be addressed should these conditions return.  

     The next item on the agenda is Dean DeMattio’s appointment to the Planning Commission will expire in October 2011.  Councilman Pell will contact Dean to see if he is willing to be reappointed.

     The next item on the agenda is committee reports.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that as treasurer, she is looking at an administrative issue regarding our auditor.  The current auditor has been doing a good job with our annual audits for the past seven or eight years; however, we are looking at other auditors.  We may be able to reduce our audit cost to one half based upon one proposal already received.  We are expecting a few other proposals for consideration.

     The clerk advised that she will be on vacation on the next scheduled workshop date and asked whether Council would like to change the workshop date to the week before or whatever.  Council agreed to have the workshop on October 3rd at 6:30 pm.

     The last item on the agenda is a review of the town meeting agenda for Monday, September 19th.  Old business will include 2nd reading of Ordinance #2011-03 animals and committee reports.  New business will include 1st reading of an ordinance to ban poultry and 1st reading of an ordinance to amend the littering ordinance to include yard waste.

     Council went into executive session so that Council could be updated on the possible deer fence encroachment with the Spiritual Center.  Council returned from executive session with no reported action taken.

     The clerk reported that Bill George had called the office on September 9th to complain about the condition of the property at 157 Pine Tree Lane.  This is the property next to Habitat Park.  The Chief advised that he had spoken to the person residing there and he will check with him this week.

     The Chief also reported that a woman had been sleeping in her car in the Town on two occasions.  He asked that Council adopt an ordinance to prohibit sleeping in a motor vehicle.  Councilman Pell will ask David to draft an ordinance and we can have 1st reading at the town meeting.  

     With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 8:46pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved ______________________        
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