     A special meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the town office at 10595 Highway 17 North, Myrtle Beach, SC.  The meeting was advertised in the Sun News.  The purpose of the special meeting was to discuss zoning issues to present to the Planning Commission for consideration.
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Absent



Councilman


Joe Maggioncalda

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  The first item on the agenda is the cell tower.  The Verizon cell tower in the Church steeple is a violation of our existing ordinance concerning CSC (Church School Community) zoning as this is a commercial use.  Council needs to decide whether we should make a change to this zoning district to allow for that use.  If Council decides to allow for the use, it would require that the Planning Commission review this issue and hold a public hearing since it is a zoning matter.  The Planning Commission would make their recommendation to Council; however, Council is not bound by their recommendation.  The Mayor advised that he has spoken to our legal counsel to determine the criteria for amending the CSC zone should Council decide to allow the cell tower.    Standards being considered are the following:

1. The proposed antenna or accessory structure and equipment will be placed in a location with the district zoned as CSC and in a manner which is hidden from sight.  Any antenna or accessory structure shall be approved by the Planning and Zoning Board for compliance with this requirement.

2. No signage shall be allowed on any antennae, accessory structure or equipment.

3. Any antennae, accessory structure or equipment that is not used for communication purposes for more than 120 days shall be considered as abandoned and shall be removed by the owner within 60 days.

Council discussed each of the standards.  

     The next item on the agenda is the request to replace the Church’s sign.  This is also a zoning issue to be referred to the Planning Commission.  The request from Tyson’s Sign Company and drawings were distributed to Council at the last workshop.  Our legal counsel had reviewed the zoning ordinance section concerning signs and felt that the sign would be in violation of the ordinance.  Council reviewed Ordinance #99-04 Section 4.405.5.2 Informational Signs. Council noted that under this section (f) stated that signs in the CSC District shall be non-commercial and of the type and size specified by church authorities.  Council felt that this would not require any approval on the part of the Town for the Church sign.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to contact the Town Attorney tomorrow and ask that she review section (f).  If she determines that no approval is required from the Town, then the sign company should be contacted and notified that no approval on the part of the Town is required.  Otherwise, she should confirm that this matter should be sent to the Planning Commission for consideration.
     Mayor Corbett advised with no further zoning issues to discuss, called for a motion.  Bell made a motion to refer the draft amendment allowing the use of the cell tower in the CSC zone to the Planning Commission.  Herron seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett express concern that the ordinance doesn’t address how many towers can be in CSC zone.  Council needs to be proactive to prevent any additional structures in this district.  Edelman made a motion and Bell seconded to revisit the previous motion.  This motion was unanimously approved.  Council then proceed to amend the prior motion to include that no more than one antennae or accessory structure is allowed in a CSC zone.  Edelman made a motion and Bell seconded to amend the previous motion as stated.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Therefore, Council will refer the draft amendment allowing the use of a cell tower in the CSC zone including that no more than one antennae or accessory structure is permitted in a CSC zone.  Mayor Corbett then called for a motion to clarify for the future the rules regarding the number of signs allowable in a CSC zone that would only permit one sign.  This would require an amendment to the zoning ordinance concerning signs.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to amend the sign ordinance to allow for only one sign in a CSC district.  The motion was unanimously approved.  With no further business, Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.









Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved _____________________
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