     A special meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, March 9, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the town office at 10595 Highway 17 North, Myrtle Beach, SC.  The meeting was advertised in the Sun News.  The purpose of the special meeting was to discuss the swash; zoning in CSC (Church School Community) district; and, a resolution concerning aid-to-subdivisions.
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With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  The first item on the agenda is the swash.  Mayor Corbett reported that the condition of the swash is not getting any better.  He said that he has been in contact with Horry County and the Army Corp concerning the condition of the swash.  Starting tomorrow morning, Phillips & Jordan will be moving their heavy equipment to the swash and will begin dredging in the afternoon.  Phillips & Jordan will be dredging the swash 300 feet long, 40 feet wide, and 6 feet deep.  It will run consistent with the channel prior to the renourishment.  We were able to accomplish all of this without a permit; we were able to be included on the renourishment permit.  Early on, we received positive feedback from the Army Corp and OCRM on what we wanted to do.  In addition, the County is sharing one third of the cost along with North Myrtle Beach sharing one third of the cost.  The Town will be responsible for one third and we hope that the Association will share the cost with the Town.  The total cost of the job is expected to be $35,000 to $36,000.  Mayor Corbett stated that he would like to use the sand being removed to rebuild the dunes that we lost.  Councilman Maggioncalda suggested that we look into planting for that dune area.  Councilwoman Edelman advised that it had been recommended a year ago that the dunes be reseeded.  Mayor Corbett stated that Tom Garigen, County Stormwater Manager is handling everything under their contract with Phillips & Jordan.  We need to take before pictures in the morning before work begins.  Mayor Corbett advised that he will handle this.  Bell made a motion to approve the action of the Town to contract with North Myrtle Beach and the County through their stormwater program.  Edelman seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.
     The next item on the agenda is zoning for the CSC (Church School Community) district.  In order for the cell tower in the Church steeple to comply with zoning, it will require that the zoning ordinance be amended.  This issue must be resolved.  Council at the special meeting on February 9th, Council voted on a proposal to the Planning Commission to consider the following standards considered in amending the CSC zone.

1.  The proposed antenna or accessory structure and equipment will be placed in a location with the district zoned as CSC and in a manner which is hidden from sight.  Any antenna or accessory structure shall be approved by the Planning & Zoning Board for compliance with this requirement.

2. No signage shall be allowed on any antennae, accessory structure or equipment.
3. Any antennae, accessory structure or equipment that is not used for communication purposes for more than 120 days shall be considered as abandoned and shall be removed by the owner within 60 days.

Council is asking the Planning Commission to hold a public hearing to receive comments on amending the CSC zone.  Following this public hearing, Council is requesting a recommendation from the Planning Commission to consider before voting on this matter.  Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to send the recommended changes for zoning in the CSC district to the Planning Commission to hold a public hearing and make their recommendation to Council.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     The last item on the agenda is a resolution concerning Aid to Subdivisions.  With everyone experiencing a budget crunch, the State Legislature has passed some preliminary subcommittee bills that will cut local funding by almost half.  Last year, the town received approximately $15,000 in local aid.  There will be a lot of discussion on this topic.  Mayor Corbett asked that Council give him the authority to communicate with Tracy Edge or Dick Elliott to see if they can craft some exception for our town based on our size and restrictive source of revenue.  Councilman Maggioncalda suggested that communication with them over distribution of stimulus money might be a better way to proceed.  We need to at least have conversation over this, so that once the decision is made about the distribution of the stimulus money we will have a leg up.  It would be great if we could get our sewer situation funded.  In 2000, the Town received a proposal from North Myrtle Beach for sewers for 3.5 million.  North Myrtle Beach had obtained this proposal from an engineering firm.  Mayor Corbett asked that the clerk provide him with a copy of this proposal and with Council’s approval will contact Brent Schultz, our County representative and Mike Wooten, DDC Engineering to determine the cost for a plan based on the proposal that we already have.  Maggioncalda made a motion and Herron/Edelman seconded to approve Resolution #2009-01.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     With no further business, Bell made a motion and Maggioncalda seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.
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