     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, December 14, 2009 at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Horry County, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herrron









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and proceeded with the approval of the minutes.  Copies of the minutes of the workshop of November 9th and the minutes of the town meeting of November 16th were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the minutes of the November 9th workshop as written.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Maggioncalda then made a motion and Bell & Herron seconded to approve the minutes of the November 16th town meeting as written.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the workshop, November 9, 2009 and the town meeting, November 16, 2009 were approved as written.

     Councilman Bell then presented the financial statement and voucher #2009-11 for the period ending November 30, 2009.  The balances as of November 30, 2009:  Checking  $1,443.93  General Fund  $213,847.60  Municipal Court  $2,170.55  Police Car Fund  $16,243.49  Victim’s Fund  $5,310.89  General Contingency Fund  $91,664.20  Security Contingency Fund  $12,051.75  Road Fund CD  $77,585.20  Road Fund Money Market  $10,054.20 for a grand total of all accounts of $430,371.81.  Edelman made a motion and Herron & Maggioncalda seconded to approve the financial statement & voucher #2009-11 as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.
     Chief Lamparter provided the security report.  Property crime reports are up in the area and property crime complaints are increasing in South Carolina with the percentage of cases cleared by arrest decreasing.  Locally, there was a residential break-in in The Forest subdivision in late November.  The Chief passed around a surveillance photo of the unknown male suspect.  There has also been break-ins at Briarcliffe RV Resort recently.  We have had two incidents in town.  A television was stolen from an unlocked, unattended residence.  There was a forced entry burglary over the weekend.  Horry County Police are handling that investigation.  Home security inspections and assessments are available by appointment at no charge.  Suggestions can be made to improve security, some of which would be free or inexpensive.  Residents are strongly advised to continue to use alarms and lock homes even when away for brief periods of time.  He also reported that he has participated in the SC Office of Highway Safety Law Enforcement Network resulting in our eligibility to win a new, free fully equipped police vehicle during a drawing to be held on Wednesday, December 16th in Columbia, SC.  Based on continued participation during 2010, we will receive one police vehicle light bar and siren package at the end of next year and will be eligible for a drawing for one of four law enforcement vehicles to be raffled in late 2010.  We also received a plaque for our participation during 2009.  During the traffic checkpoint on Grissom Parkway held on Friday, December 11th, approximately 1.5 lbs of marijuana was seized, an amount of cocaine with baggies indicating distribution was seized, a D.U.I. arrest was made, and numerous license and insurance violation summons were issued.
     The first item of old business is an update of lot #65.  The Council’s main concern is that this issue is handled properly.  We are poised to take aggressive action; however, due to a recent change in the state law, we must address the technical issue.  This issue deals with the definition of a code enforcement officer vs. the definition of a building code enforcement officer.  In order to bring an action against a property owner for a building code violation, you now must have a certified building code enforcement officer who is licensed by the State to bring that action.  We do not have such an individual.  We are aggressively pursuing discussions with two or three certified building code enforcement officers.  We are trying to put this plan in place to hire an individual on a case by case basis to get the property owner served with notice of the violation.  This would allow for a hearing and we could then proceed.
     The next item of old business is road paving.  Councilman Herron advised that Council has already awarded the contract and we hope for the work to begin sometime after the holidays.  He advised the clerk to mail the signed purchase order to the contractor.  Mayor Corbett advised that there was some concern with regard to the construction at 305 Ocean View; however, we have received assurances from the contractor that he has taken precautions to prevent any damage to the road.  Should the contractor damage the road, they would be responsible for the damage. 
     The next item is second reading of Ordinance #2009-03 Procurement Code.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to adopt this ordinance on second reading.  There was no discussion.  Herron then made a motion to dispense with the vote and open the subject for public input.  Edelman seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Hearing no public input, Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to end the public comment period.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to dispense with the second reading of the ordinance.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Maggioncalda made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2009-03 and Bell seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Ordinance #2009-03 was adopted.

     The next item is second reading of Ordinance #2009-04 to change the term of Mayor and Council at the next Town election from 2 year terms to 4 year terms.  Bell made a motion and Edelman seconded to adopt Ordinance #2009-04.  With no discussion by Council, Herron made a motion and Edelman seconded to open discussion of the ordinance to the public.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Hearing no public input, Herron made a motion and Edelman seconded to end the public comment period.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Maggioncalda made a motion and Bell seconded to dispense with the reading of the ordinance.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Bell then made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2009-04.  Maggioncalda seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Ordinance #2009-04 was adopted.

     Mayor Corbett then called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman reported for the Landscape Committee that we celebrated Arbor Day on December 1st with a small celebration on Dogwood Lane.  Three dogwood trees were planted in the median on Dogwood Lane.  Mr. Santicola donated the funds to purchase one of the three trees planted.  She also reported that she is attempting to obtain some grant money for the overhead tree pruning.  She also wanted to thank Rena & Huston Huffman for making the wreaths and putting them up on the gates.  She also wanted to thank Martha & Dave Parry for faithfully putting out the recycling signs.  She stated that we are very grateful to all of our volunteers.
     Mayor Corbett wanted to thank Houston Bell and Joe Maggioncalda for their many contributions to the Town.  He commended them on their many years of service with their dedication, time, and their earnest desire to keep this community going and making it the wonderful community that it is.  The audience joined in with applause to show their appreciation.  Councilman Maggioncalda stated that it was his distinct privilege to serve on this Council and serve the people of this community.  Councilman Bell stated he echoes Councilman Maggioncalda’s statement as well.

     The first item of new business is the swearing in of Mayor Corbett for a second term.  The clerk swore-in Mayor Corbett.  Mayor Corbett then swore-in Nancy Edelman, Dennis Herron, Abigail Stewart, and Gary Pell as the new Council members.  Mayor Corbett then called for a motion of a nomination for the position of Mayor Pro Tempore.  Edelman made nominated Gary Pell for Mayor Pro Tempore.  Herron seconded the nomination.  With no other nomination made, Council voted to appoint Gary Pell as the Mayor Pro Tempore.  Mayor Corbett stated that he has met individually with the two new Council members and has spoken on the phone with the returning Council members to discuss respective duties.  Councilwoman Edelman will continue working with stormwater, the lakes, and the ocean front.  Councilwoman Stewart will take over landscaping, treasurer, and working on the Town’s website.  Councilman Herron will continue with Town maintenance and tree removal and maintenance.  Councilman Pell, as Mayor Pro Tempore, will assume Mayoral duties in the absence of the Mayor.  He will be helping with long term planning and help in creating a mechanism for new construction and permitting process.  He will also assist the Mayor in finalizing the agreement on the lease and the issues with lot #65.  Mayor Corbett stated that Council needs to vote on the Treasurer’s position.  Edelman made a motion to appoint Councilwoman Stewart to the position of Treasurer.  Herron seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  
     The next item of new business is establishing the dates and times of the monthly town meetings and workshops.  The proposed dates and times were previously provided to Council for review.  Basically, the town meetings are the third Monday of each month with the exception of January’s meeting which was moved one week later due to Martin Luther King’s birthday on January 18th.  Town workshops are the Monday prior to the town meeting.  The meetings are held at 7:30pm.  Herron made a motion and Edelman & Stewart seconded the motion to approve the proposed dates and times.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The clerk will advertise the dates and times in the Sun News and they will also be posted on the Town’s website.

     The next item of business is the establishment of holiday closings for the Town office.  There are eight proposed holiday closings for 2010.  The proposed dates were previously provided to Council for review.  Pell made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the proposed dates.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The clerk will notify the Sun New of these office closing dates and they will be posted on the Town’s website.
     The last item of business is the proposed League of Cities resolution concerning the Legislature’s vote on consideration of H3272 and Act 388.  This relates to the “Point of Sale” issue.  We were unable to address this at the last meeting because it wasn’t on the agenda and wasn’t received in sufficient time to add it for review and discussion.  The Mayor briefly explained Act 388.  This resolution was previously signed by all the municipalities.  Herron made a motion to sign the resolution on behalf of the Town.  Pell seconded the motion.  With no further discussion, the motion was approved by Council.  Mayor Corbett asked the Mayor Pro Tempore to sign the resolution on behalf of the Town as he is personally opposed to it and noted that he did not vote because it wasn’t a tie vote.  
     Mayor Corbett then called for public input.

Dr. Jaraki (lot #65) asked why for the last two month has the Mayor and the Attorney for the Town failed to return his calls and his emails.  He stated that he needed to know what to do.  He stated that he had sent the attorney an email six weeks ago that he has not responded to.  Mayor Corbett advised that the Town is in the process of procuring a formal notification to the owner of lot #65 advising of the owner’s rights.  The notification will be in writing by an appropriate code enforcement officer.  The owner will then have the opportunity to address his issues with the appropriate Board.

Bob Hock (74 Cypress) stated that he found out on Friday that we were denied a contract with a monitoring company to monitor our hurricane debris disposal.  Our previous contractor could not support Briarcliffe Acres because we were such a small community.  The previous contractor was piggybacking a Myrtle Beach contract to monitor the trucks of Phillips & Jordan.  In contacting the company that does Myrtle Beach’s monitoring, we were advised that they could not do a piggyback contract as it is frowned upon by FEMA & SC Emergency Management.  This situation has not yet been resolved and more research is required.  We currently do not have a contract for anyone to certify the debris being removed by Phillips & Jordan.  Mayor Corbett asked that Bob check with Phillips & Jordan to determine whether they can legally provide monitoring as part of their contract or as an addendum to their contract for a fee.  

Bob also expressed concern about the roads.  He stated that he has noticed puddles on Ocean View and is worried with no crowning or additional fill with the road project, the puddles will not be prevented.  Councilman Herron stated that the contract only calls for an inch and a half of asphalt.
Joe Maggioncalda (134 North Gate) stated that there are a lot of areas with puddling and alligatoring especially on North Gate and Beach.  He asked if there is any product that can be sprayed on the roadway that can seal the area temporarily until the Town can resurface the roadway.  Councilman Herron stated that he is unaware of any product, but that doesn’t mean that there isn’t such a product.
Bob Kennedy (123 North Gate) stated that on parts of Ocean View there is a six inch slope on the lake side which would make it difficult to put a crown on it with regard to the expense.  

Huston Huffman (107 Holly) stated that they had shot the grade for Ocean View.  The puddles are only one inch deep.  He agrees with Bob Kennedy concerning the additional cost to put a crown on the road.  Mayor Corbett expressed his concerns; however, since the paving project was approved without additional asphalt, we will have to see the affects of puddling after the work is completed.

     With no further business or comment, Herron made a motion and Pell seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:28pm.









Respectfully submitted,









Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk

Approved _____________________      
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