     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, February 21, 2011 at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Myrtle Beach, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Dennis Herron









Abigail Stewart





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Members of Council

Nancy Edellman









Gary Pell

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and called for a motion to approve the minutes of the January 19th workshop and the January 24th town meeting.  Copies of the minutes of the workshop of January 19th and the town meeting of January 24th were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Herron made a motion and Stewart seconded to approve the minutes of both meetings.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the January 19, 2011 workshop and the January 24, 2011 town meeting were approved as written.

     Councilwoman Stewart presented the financial statement and voucher for the period ending January 31, 2011.  The balances as of January 31, 2011 are:  Checking  $2,173.46  General Fund  $377,606.82  Municipal Court  $1,364.44  Police Car Fund  $21,301.18  Victim’s Fund  $6,576.20  General Contingency Fund  $102,175.69  Security Contingency Fund  $12,121.51  Road Fund  $78,183.72 for a grand total of all accounts of $601,503.02.  Herron made a motion and Stewart seconded to approve the financial statement for the period ending January 31, 2011 as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Chief Lamparter provided the security report.  Tickets were issued for the following:  (6) speeding; (1) no driver’s license in possession; (1) no valid driver’s license; (1) vehicle registration expired; (1) no proof of insurance; and (2) too fast for conditions.  There was a report of telephone/electronic communication harassment; malicious damage to real property; and trespassing violation order of protection at the school during school operations.  There was a traffic stop for minor equipment violations where the driver was found to be improperly carrying a handgun and had an outstanding warrant for his arrest.  Overnight Monday 2-14-2011 there were three larcenies, two involved entering a parked vehicle where personal property was stolen and the other one involved two bicycles stolen from the driveway.  These incidents match the MO of similar crimes in the surrounding area west and south.  This investigation is on-going.  On Feb. 17th joined Horry County Officer at a suspicious person stop on Chestnut Road.  On Feb. 18th participated in the monthly Law Enforcement Network checkpoint Hwy. 701 at state line.  The Chief advised that the bearing inside the rear axle on the police vehicle seized causing a major axle fluid leak and seal failure leading to a $398 repair.  He also reported that one antenna on the traffic radar need repair.  The radar was purchased in 2003 and is getting old in terms of its service life.  Repair likely to run $130 plus shipping.  

     Mayor Corbett provided an update on lot #65.  Following the hearing in January which upheld the Town’s Hearing Board decision on lot #65, a proposed order was submitted to the judge for his signature.  The judge has signed the order.  It will be recorded and steps will be taken to serve the property owner’s attorney.  The owner will then have ten (10) days to file a motion to reconsider.  If a motion is not filed, they will have thirty (30) days to file an appeal.  At that time or upon a formal appeal, the Town will determine its next step in this process.

     Mayor Corbett then advised that the final report on the Water Quality is complete.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that we have the final report; however, it does include the maps and tables.  She has contacted DHEC for the complete report.  Once she receives the complete report she will post it on the Town’s website.  Mayor Corbett advised that the general report is that the Town is in fairly good shape except for the area near the ocean.  That area continues to be an area of concern.  We have instructed our legal counsel to become familiar with the Town Code regarding rules and regulations concerning tapping onto the sewer system that is available in that area and the time frame that residents are required to tap onto the system.  Mayor Corbett also advised that our legal counsel along with Councilman Pell met with Clay Brittain to become familiar with the sewer system.  We will continue to take the recommendations from the report along with any recommendations that our legal counsel suggests in regard to clarification or strengthening our ordinance to mandate compliance with regard to those properties in that area that are contributing to the problem.

     The next item of old business is the appointment of Houston Bell to the Planning Commission.  Stewart made a motion and Herron seconded to appoint Houston Bell to fill the vacancy of David Parry to the Planning Commission.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett swore-in Houston Bell.

     The next item on the agenda is the report on the vacant lot clearing program.  Mayor Corbett advised that all of the vacant lots have been cleared and they look very good.  He advised that one person had contacted him regarding the lot that is adjacent to Ocean Creek.  This person questioned why this lot was not cleared.  After some review, this lot has historically not been cleared in order to deter traffic from our neighbors on the north entering the Town and creating other issues.  The Mayor suggested that Council should make an exception in the ordinance for this lot.  

     The next item is the clerk of court position.  The Mayor advised that Council is looking at two things relating to the Municipal Court.  We are considering potentially doing away with the court due to the cost, expenses and time of running a court system.  Council is looking at bringing on a part-time position to take control of the clerk of court duties.  We advertised for this position and are looking at interviewing three to four people immediately before the next workshop.  We are also looking down the road for an individual who could become familiar with the town clerk duties should Sheila be unavailable.  This person would be able to step-in on a part time basis, if necessary, to take care of that important position.  

     The next item on the agenda is the hosting of the League of Cities meeting on April 26th.  Mayor Corbett advised that he was advised that the Town has never hosted a League of Cities meeting; therefore, we have agreed to host the meeting on April 26th at the Cabana.

     The next item is the committee reports.  Under Landscaping, Councilwoman Stewart advised that we have done a fair amount of clean-up.  Horry County Stormwater visited the Town and advised that some of the outfalls needed cleaning.  These areas on North Gate and Middle Gate were done.  We have been pruning throughout Town to improve visibility.  We have transplanted some plants due to visibility and relocated them to medians to prevent residents from using these areas as crossovers.  The landscaper plans to walk the deer fence within the next few weeks.  He will be looking for areas where the bottom of the fence is pulled up so that anchors can be installed.  She will contact the Meher Spiritual Center to coordinate.  Councilman Herron reported that the new signs are finished and the gates should be finished painted by Wednesday.  The new signs will then be installed.  

     Under new business, we have the revised recycling collection schedule from Waste Industries.  They have requested that we change our week that we have agreed to do.  Basically, we will pick up an extra collection week and then recycling will continue every other week thereafter.  It will still be on Wednesdays.  The signs will continue to be posted at the gates and we will notify residents by email.

     Mayor Corbett then called for public input.  

Bob Hock (74 Cypress) reported that the SC Forestry Service will attend the March 21st town meeting to make a presentation to Council to award the Town as a Firewise Community, USA.  He will contact Janelle Frost (Sun News) and he will like to see a number of residents attending.  He also noted that we are getting sidewalks along Hwy. 17 in front of Briarcliffe.  He feels that we should be clearing the brush alongside the sidewalk or at least some of it; specifically, the area closer to the North Gate entrance.  Both sides of the gate look bad with the worst side being between the gate and Ocean Creek.  Some of this property is under the management and control of the Briarcliffe Acres Association.  

Paul Rotundo (88 Center) stated that he just moved in and wanted to know about removal of landscape debris.  He state he knew years ago, residents could burn; however, he is aware that there is no burning allowed.  The Mayor explained that the Town does not provide any yard waste collection and it is the resident’s responsibility to remove their yard debris at their own expense.  Under the Firewise Program, we recently had a firewise debris removal day and Mr. Hock is attempting to schedule another one.  He advised that the County has recycling facilities where the debris can be taken.  

Bob Hock stated that the next firewise event will be in April.  

     With no further business or comment, Herron made a motion and Stewart seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved ___________________________
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