     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, June 20, 2011 at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Myrtle Beach, SC.
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Mayor



Ken Corbett
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Nancy Edelman










Dennis Herron










Gary Pell










Abigail Stewart






Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and proceeded with the approval of minutes.  The minutes of the workshop of May 3rd and the minutes of the town meeting of May 16th were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the minutes of both meetings as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the May 3, 2011 workshop and the May 16, 2011 town meeting were approved as written.

     Councilwoman Stewart presented the financial statement and voucher for the period ending May 31, 2011.  The balances as of May 31, 2011 are:  Checking  $2,428.48  General Fund  $419,353.40  Municipal Court  $1,920.44  Police Car Fund  $21,318.69  Victim’s Fund  $6,845.34  General Contingency Fund  $78,154.09  Security Contingency Fund  $12,003.16  Road Fund  $78,469.64 for a grand total of all accounts of $620,493.24.  Councilwoman Stewart noted that the decrease in the General Contingency Fund was due to the withdrawal of $24,250 to pay for the demolition of lot#65.  Pell then made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve the financial statement & voucher as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The financial statement & voucher for the period ending May 31, 2011 was approved as presented.

     Chief Lamparter reported on the police activity from May 16th to June 20th.  Citations were issued for the following:  (3) speeding; (2) vehicle insurance violation; (2) vehicle registration violation; (1) operating a golf cart on the sidewalk; and, (1) operating a business in R-1 district.  The Chief reported that May 20th, grand larceny of planters and plants from a yard occurred with an incident date of April 29th to April 30th.  On May 21st, a tree and electrical wires were down on South Gate Road.  May 25th, there was a report of telephone harassment.  May 27th, a traffic stop shoplifting suspect from the County BOLO passed through Town.  The suspect was arrested by the County Police and the stolen property was recovered from the suspect.  May 28th, a traffic stop of an automobile with stolen license plate resulted in the plate being seized; the driver charged; and, the vehicle towed.  May 30th, a grand larceny of jewelry, internal theft, the jewelry was recovered the same day by the complainant.  June 9th, traffic stop detained CDV suspect wanted by County police.  The suspect was arrested by the County police.  June 10th, check forgery by mail with no dollar loss to the complainant.  June 13th, there was a complaint of assault and battery with larceny and vandalism.  The victim was an acquaintance of the suspect.  The incident date was June 6th.  The victims declined to prosecute at this time.  Memorial Day weekend there were numerous assists to motorcycle break downs.  Mutual aid to the County police included a June 3rd complaint of a child left in a parked car at 10824 Kings Rd. that was unfounded.  On June 8th there was an active alarm at 9703 North Kings Highway.

     The first item of old business is second reading of the budget Ordinance #2011-01.  Edelman made a motion and Stewart seconded to approve second reading of Ordinance #2011-01 budget for FY2011-2012.  Councilwoman Stewart noted that there is no change in the millage from last year.  Mayor Corbett stated that he believes that the Town is continuing to do a good job of controlling expenses.  There was a lot of discussion concerning how we could fund the demolition of lot #65.  As previously stated by Councilwoman Stewart, Council decided to fund this project from the contingency fund.  The Town has been successful in obtaining a first lien position on the property even though there was an existing lien ahead of us.  Therefore, our lien will either be paid upon the sale of the property or at the appropriate time, the Town may take other action to satisfy the lien.  We anticipate that the money used can be replaced in the next budget cycle.  With no further comment from Council and no comment from the public, Mayor Corbett called for approval of the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Ordinance #2011-01 was adopted.

     Mayor Corbett then called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman reported on Lakes.  She stated that there are several issues that she would like to see Council discuss.  With our current drought conditions, she is concerned about residents using the lakes for their irrigations systems.  She thinks that Council should consider some kind of moratorium during time of drought.  She suggested maybe one day each week for an hour.   After some discussion, Council felt that we should determine who is using the lake for irrigation and then determine the detrimental impact of the drought on the lakes.  If it is serious enough, some type of regulation may need to be considered.  Council agreed that information should be included in the upcoming newsletter.  Mayor Corbett suggested that the Lake Committee hold a workshop and do some fact finding in order to send their recommendations to Council for consideration.

     The first item of new business is the appointment of Judy Ellis for another term on the Election Commission.  Stewart made a motion and Pell seconded to appoint Judy Ellis for another term on the Election Commission.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett swore-in Judy Ellis.  

     The next item of new business is the agreement with the Dept. of Juvenile Justice for fiscal year 2011-2012.  This provides for the housing of juveniles in Columbia, should they be arrested.  Pell made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the agreement with the Dept. of Juvenile Justice for another year.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The Mayor will execute the agreement.

      The next item of business is the awarding of the bid for landscape maintenance.  Bids were received from the following: Mack Vereen (Vereen Tree & Landscaping) $19,000 for one-year contract and $36,000 for two-year contract.  Thomas Samaha (C&H Lawn Care), our current landscaper, bid on a two-year contract was $39,312 which equates to $19,656 per year.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that our Code requires that bids be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder.  She noted that C&H Lawn Care is currently receiving $18,720 for our current contract.  She stated that she had reviewed each bidder experience.  Vereen was the Town Landscaper in 2006, documentation from the Town records indicate that his work was somewhat inferior and he needed supervision.  Councilwoman Stewart noted that the contract in 2006 with Vereen was for $25,000 which is $7,000 higher than his current bid.  On the other hand, Thomas Samaha’s work has been complimented by several residents.  Councilwoman Stewart also noted that in her contract review as required by the Town’s purchasing ordinance, she noted his accomplishments over the past year; his ability and work effort; his work ethic; and his availability all contributed to his high marks in her evaluation.  She also noted that the contract in 2006 with Vereen was for $25,000 which is $7,000 higher than the current bid.  Councilwoman Edelman, Landscape Coordinator in 2006, stated that Vereen basically just mowed and blowed.  She could never get him to advise her when he would be in Town working nor would he show up to do jobs requested.  Councilman Herron stated that he believes that Thomas Samaha is doing an excellent job and he would support awarding a two-year contract to him.  Mayor Corbett called for comments from the public.  Bob Kennedy (123 North Gate) commented that there was some question that Mr. Vereen had damaged the South Gate entrance wall with his truck when he was the Town’s landscaper.  This was reported to Bob by a lady passing by.  Judy Ellis (249 Dogwood) commented that she could confirm what Councilwoman Edelman stated about Vereen because she was on the Landscape Committee.  She agrees that the Town looks so much better with the work done by Thomas Samaha.  With no further comment, Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to award the landscape contract for two-years to Thomas Samaha of C&H Lawn Care.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

     The next item is the awarding of the bid for the trash and recycling collection.  Councilman Herron advised that we received two bids.  One bid was from Watts Sanitation for $14.00 per household monthly for a one-year bid and $13.50 per household monthly for a two-year bid.  Waste Industries bid $12.99 per household monthly or $37,722.96 per year based on 242 homes for a one-year contract and $12.74 per household monthly or $36,996.96 per year for a two-year contract.  Councilman Herron recommended that we award a two-year contract to Waste Industries.  Pell made a motion and Edelman seconded to award a two-year contract to Waste Industries.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     The next item of business is the approval of the expenditure for Supplement1 with Municode Corp. to update the Town Code.  Supplement1 includes all of the ordinances adopted in 2010 which includes the burning ordinance; adoption of the Town Code; ordinance for appointment of Municipal Attorney; obstructions on the beach ordinance; building ordinance; and, adoption of the Comprehensive Plan.  The clerk advised that we can put pending ordinances on Municode’s website for a cost of $25 per ordinance and it would be noted that these ordinances have been adopted, but not yet codified.  We are scheduled to codify our ordinances each year in February.  Pell made a motion and it was seconded that we approve supplement1.  The motion was unanimously approved.    

     The next item on the agenda is first reading of Ordinance #2011-02 speed limits.  Pell made a motion to approve Ordinance #2011-02 title only to amend provisions regarding speed limits within the town limits under Chapter 28 traffic and motor vehicles section 6 speed limit of the Town Code.  Herron seconded the motion.  Councilman Pell stated that this would allow Council to set speed limit at 25 mph, which it is now, unless otherwise posted.  A resident requested that Council consider lowering the speed limit on a particular road in Town.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

     The next item on the agenda is first reading of Ordinance #2011-04 to amend the election ordinance.  The Election Commission has made some recommendations of changes to the current election ordinance.  The changes include:  specifying that the six-year terms of the Commission members be staggered terms; the percentage of electors required on a petition shall be at least five percent of the qualified electors of the Town; and, that candidates shall file the petition to the municipal clerk by 12:00 noon seventy-five (75) days prior to the general or special election.  Pell made a motion and Herron seconded to approve first reading of Ordinance #2011-04 in title only.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

  Mayor Corbett then called for public input.  

Chief Lamparter asked that Council adopt a resolution to suspend enforcement of the fireworks ordinance on the beach on July 4th from noon to 11:00 pm.  Since this is an ordinance, the suspension of the ordinance would require an ordinance instead of a resolution.

Councilwoman Edelman stated that Council should discuss the complaint concerning caged bantams (fowl) at 138 North Gate Road.  They have papers on these bantams and our ordinance does not prohibit them in Town.  Council felt that this can be discussed further in the next workshop.

     With no further business or comment, Pell made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm.









Respectfully submitted,









Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk

Approved ________________________  
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