     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, June 15, 2009 at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Horry County, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Councilman


Joe Maggioncalda





Town Attorney

Natasha Hanna

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Mayor Corbett stated he would like to entertain a motion to add the cell tower to the agenda and Council would need to go into executive session to discuss legal matters relating to the cell tower.  Bell made a motion to add the cell tower to old business with the purpose of going into executive session to discuss legal matters associated with it.  Herron seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett then introduced Mr. Brent Schultz, the representative on the County Council for our district.  Mr. Schultz stated that County Council will have third and final reading of their budget tomorrow.  He advised with the return of the funds from the State for the point of sale, there are certain areas in which we need to spend money, i.e. public safety particularly.  He advised that he does have a check for $1800 for recreation for the Town and presented the check to the Mayor.
     Mayor Corbett then proceeded with the approval of minutes.  Copies of the minutes were previously distributed to the Council and were available to the public.  Bell made a motion to approve the written minutes of the public forum meeting of April 18th that Council delayed approval from the May meeting to tonight; the minutes of the workshop of May 11th; the minutes of the special meeting of May 18th; and, the minutes of the town meeting of May 18th.  Herron seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Minutes of the public forum meeting of April 18th; minutes of the workshop of May 11th; minutes of the special meeting of May 18th; and, minutes of the town meeting of May 18th were all approved as written.

     Councilman Bell presented the financial statement & voucher for the period ending May 31, 2009.  The balances as of May 31, 2009:  Checking  $3,406.60  General Fund  4298,925.27  Municipal Court  $1,485.55  Police Car Fund  $11,217.30  Victim’s Fund  $2,703.40  Contingency Fund  $71,211.95  Road Improvement Fund  $77,055.71 for a grand total of all accounts of $466,005.78.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the financial statement and voucher as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Chief Lamparter provided the security report.  He advised he received one complaint of vandalism with regard to a mailbox on Beach Drive.  The Chief advised that he had received positive feedback from a resident concerning the LoJack system for his car.  This resident will recover the cost of the system through a reduction in his insurance cost.  He also reported that a dog was found on Palmetto Lane on June 2nd.  He has contacted the animal shelters.  An ad was placed in the newspaper and signs were posted on the entrance gates.  A resident has agreed to temporarily house the dog and the dog is being well cared for.  To date, we have received no inquiries.  The Town needs to develop some kind a procedure to handling this kind of situation.  On the traffic side, citations were issued for one DUI (driving under the influence) and jailed; two seatbelt violations; six speeding; minor in possession: possession of a stolen license plate; possession of a stolen vehicle; two suspended and revoked licenses; and, nine other tickets.  On May 16th, someone reported individuals selling steaks out of a pickup truck that resulted in an arrest due to the driver having an arrest warrant out of Greenville County for domestic violence.
     The first item of old business is 2nd reading of Ordinance #2009-01 Budget.  Councilman Bell read the ordinance and advised that there is no increase in the millage rate from last year.  Council has taken a conservative stance on revenue.  We anticipate revenue to come in at $398,013.  Part of the revenue projected from this year’s budget is a carryover of net revenue over expenses.  Each year, we transfer $10,000 to the contingency fund; $5,000 to the police car fund; and, $10,000 to the road fund.  This year we expect to contribute an additional $10,000 to the contingency fund for a total of $20,000 that would result in the contingency fund total attaining a level expected had we not experienced Hurricane Charley in 2004.  We are also in a position to establish a Capital Improvement Security Fund with a contribution of $12,000.  Council has been discussing, but hasn’t fully investigated the use of security cameras at the gate entrances for the Town’s protection.  The $7500 budgeted this year for camera along with an additional $4500 will make up the $12,000 for the Security Fund.  Since this fund has not been set up, Mayor Corbett called for a motion to establish the Security Fund.  Edelman made a motion to establish and set up the Security Fund with an initial deposit of $12,000.  Herron seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved.  Councilman Bell further noted that we have established line items for deer management of $7500 and code enforcement of $2500.  Council plans to add a part time staff position for the office probably in January 2010.  Mayor Corbett suggested that since we are such a small operation, that we should look into the expenses related to accounting fees.  With no further comments, Herron made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve second reading of Ordinance #2009-01.  The motion was unanimously approved; Ordinance #2009-01 was adopted.
     The next item of old business is the bid opening for the landscape maintenance contract.  Mayor Corbett announced we had received bids from the following:  ProCurb $25,200 – Briarcliffe Dirt Work (Ken Fara) $24,400 – Wayne’s Tree Removal $22,800 – Coastline Landscaping $600 per week – Southstrand Landscaping $85,000.    Herron made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve to delay the awarding of the bid until the next town meeting on July 20th.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     The next item of old business is the bid opening for the tree & shrub maintenance contract.  Mayor Corbett announced that only one bid was received from Wayne’s Tree Removal Service for $9600.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to approve to delay the awarding of the bid until the next town meeting on July 20th.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     The next item of old business is the proposal from Waste Industries.  It had been suggested that we consider changing the pickup schedule for trash and recycling.  The suggestion was for trash pickup once a week on Mondays and recycling pickup once a week on Thursday with two trash pickups during the summer months (Monday & Thursday) and an additional trash pickup during the week of Christmas.  Mayor Corbett read the proposal received from Waste Industries.  However, their proposal included once a week trash pickup on Monday and once a week recycling pickup on Thursday at $12.75 per home.  There would be no charge to provide a second trash pickup the week following Christmas.  Council felt that they would still like to have two trash collections per week during the summer months due to the extra visitors.  Therefore, they will continue discussion at the next workshop.    

     Mayor Corbett then asked for committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman reported that she attended the biannual meeting of the Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater Eduation Consortium where she reported on our efforts to improve our water quality and educate town residents.  She also noted the new signs indicating the riparian barrier at Habitat Park.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that James Anderson (ProCurb) and Abby Stewart have placed mosquito dunks in the storm drains and bird baths to control mosquito growth.  The mosquito dunks are available at local hardware and garden stores.  On June 3rd, Councilwoman Edelman and Gary Pell attending a forum given by OCRM & Coastal Resource Management to discuss coastal management.  The major shoreline stabilization approach endorsed by OCRM is to improve all riparian barriers for beaches, estuaries, and marsh areas.  The lakes are in good shape and the carp are getting large.  

     The next item on the agenda is the reappointment of Jack Himmelsbach to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Mayor Corbett then proceeded to swear-in Jack Himmelsbach.  His term has expired and he has agreed to serve another five years.    
     The next item of business is the cell tower.  Herron made a motion and Bell seconded to go into executive session to discuss legal matters associated with the cell tower.  The motion was unanimously approved.

COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:19PM – 8:30PM

Council returned from executive session.  Bell made a motion to authorize the Mayor to retain an attorney to review the cell tower scenario from the beginning to current to provide an opinion on what our rights are.  Edelman seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

     The first item of new business is first reading of a revision to the nuisance ordinance.  Ordinance #2009-02 is an ordinance to amend ordinance #2007-05 concerning the declaration and definition of those nuisances that affect public health, public welfare and safety and the public economy.  A copy of this 13-page document will be available through the town office.  Mayor Corbett advised that it cleans up the previous ordinance and establishes the hearing board that would handle appeals from an enforcement officer’s determination of a nuisance.  The ordinance also provides for the procedures to follow.  The first reading of this ordinance also removes all reference to boats, trailers, etc.  Due to the vagueness of these issues, they were removed from the ordinance.  Council is open to suggestions in these areas.  The most important part of this ordinance is that it provides the opportunity to appeal.  We will still need an agreement with the County on the responsibilities of the building process.  We also need a new process on how to obtain a permit.  It has been suggested that someone independent of the Town would provide a more professional appearance to our permit process.  Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to approve first reading of the ordinance.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Further discussion by Council at the next workshop is still needed.
     The next item of new business is fire-wise community presented by Bob Hock, Emergency Preparedness Director.  Mr. Hock stated while we have a hurricane plan, he recommends that the Town prepare a plan for a fire evacuation based upon the recent emergency evacuation of Barefoot Resorts due to the out of control fire.  He feels that Briarcliffe Acres should become a fire-wise community and is recommending that Council appoint a committee to develop a plan to mitigate a fire emergency.  He recommended that Councilwoman Edelman should be a part of the committee since her area of responsibility is landscaping and trees and he also recommended Robert Graham, who was a battalion chief in New York City.  Robert Graham agreed to serve on this committee along with Bob Hock.  Bob asked for authorization from the Mayor to contact North Myrtle Beach’s Fire Chief to determine how to proceed.  Mayor Corbett stated since Bob is the Emergency Preparedness Director that he can authorize Bob to communicate with North Myrtle Beach regarding that potential threat.  Mayor Corbett further suggested that we put a note that we are developing a fire-wise community committee for anyone interested in joining.

     Mayor Corbett then called for public input.

Robert Graham (87 Center) questioned whether there is a maximum limit on the Victim’s Fund balance.  He was advised that there is no maximum.  These funds collected can only be used for victims.

Ed Metten (270 Cherry) stated that once a week trash collection is not adequate for such a small savings.  He also questioned why there is a need to hire other attorneys when we have a Town Attorney that we are currently paying even though she does not attend meetings.  Mayor Corbett advised that Neil Wright is working on lot #65 and the nuisance ordinance due to a conflict with the Town Attorney with the property owner of lot #65.  
Robert Graham asked if the proposed revised nuisance ordinance retroactive so that it can be used to address the issues with lot #65.  Mayor Corbett advised that currently there is no permit on lot #65 and he has instructed the Chief to observe and address any work being done as no work is permitted without a permit.

Bob Hock (74 Cypress) stated that there were people working at #65 a few days.  They were digging footers on the Town’s easement.  He said that he was advised that it was not a Santee Cooper easement, but a Town easement.  He wondered who stopped them.  He also questioned when a stop work order is issued, does that mean that work is stopped on the whole site or just the house.  He believes it is the whole property.  Mayor Corbett stated that we are taking that same position.  The only exception was the drilling and testing for the original permit requested by the County.

Bill George (152 Pine Tree) stated that there was no trash collection on Pine Tree today and this is the second time in four weeks.  The clerk suggested that if the town office is closed to contact Waste Industries direct the day of the scheduled pickup so the problem can be addressed immediately.  If there is a problem with the collections, we need to know to resolve the problem.

Robert Graham advised that the Town’s deer fence is in need of maintenance.  Weeds and trees are starting to grow through it.  It is a Town investment that should be maintained.  Bob Kennedy offered that the fence is on Town property and there is a 1ft. setback.  The Spiritual Center gave us the right to go onto their property to install the fence.  Bob advised that he was sure the Center would allow us to do maintenance if we just asked.  Mayor Corbett suggested that we get some bids for the maintenance and request approval from the Center to go onto their property to see what maintenance will be required.

Joe Eritano (255 Evergreen) questioned why the bids were not opened in the public which is the normal procedure.  Mayor Corbett advised that is the way it should be done and will be done in the future.
     With no further business or comment, Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 9:08 pm.









Respectfully submitted,

Approved ________________________


Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk        
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