     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, March 16, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Horry County, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Members of Council

Houston Bell









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Attorney

Natasha Hanna

Noting that a quorum was present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Mayor Corbett called for a motion to add the crepe myrtles at the entrances for discussion to the agenda.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to add the crepe myrtles to the agenda.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Council proceeded with the approval of minutes.  Copies of the minutes were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Edelman made a motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting held February 9th; the minutes of the workshop held February 9th; and the minutes of the town meeting held February 16th.  Herron seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the February 9th special meeting, February 9th workshop, and February 16th town meeting were approved as written.

     With Councilman Bell’s absence, the financial statement and voucher #2009-02 will be carried over to the April 20th town meeting.

     Chief Lamparter provided a security report.  He stated that he received interesting feedback from his report last month and his report was not meant to scare anyone.  He would just like to reiterate the importance of securing your residence and your possessions.  He believes that this petty crime could be prevented through prevention.  Lock your doors, keep the garage door closed, and remove items from your vehicles that could be stolen.  In February, a resident of the Forest reported a suspicious person prowling around their car in the driveway and chased them away.  It was reported to be a white male in their early 20’s; however, they got away.  About a week later, a Briarcliffe resident reported their car stolen and it was abandoned and recovered undamaged later the same day.  Unfortunately, what started as a prowling incident became an opportunity to steal the car as the resident kept a spare key in the car.  Toward the end of the month another resident reported a prowler in their 20’s and chased them off toward the Mall.  Chief Lamparter reminded everyone that SC Law relating to golf carts requires that to drive a golf cart on a public road; you must carry your driver’s license with you.  The golf cart must be registered with the Dept. of Motor Vehicles and must be insured.  On the traffic side, there were two DUI (driving under the influence); three people were stopped with suspended or no valid driver’s license; one person was ticketed for no insurance; six speeding charges; and, four others consisting of disregarding traffic signals.    
     The first item of old business is the swash.  As reported at the special meeting last week, Mayor Corbett advised that we were able to work with the Army Corp and OCRM’s approval to proceed to open up the swash under an emergency type situation.  No permit was required for us to proceed; we were permitted to add on to the renourishment permit for the North Myrtle Beach project.    Once the approval was obtained, the Mayor had already spoken to the County’s contractor Phillips & Jordan and they were on standby on the job they were finishing up for the County at Singleton Swash.  We were able to reduce the original cost estimate from $56,000 to $34,000.  In addition, the County agreed to pay one-third and North Myrtle Beach agreed to pay one-third.  Therefore, the Town’s share will be one-third and we are hoping that the Association will share our cost.  Mayor Corbett stated that he is not sure that this will solve the problem; however, it has enabled us to reopen the swash.  Also, this has enabled us to develop good rapport with the OCRM, the Army Corp, the County, and North Myrtle Beach as a result of this situation.  

     The next item of old business is lot #65.  Mayor Corbett advised that he spoke to the owner’s engineer today about the project.  Our biggest problem is that the Town doesn’t have sufficient ordinances in place to enable us to do very much.  For the past 90 days, the owner was to do the necessary sandblasting in order to do the required testing to determine whether remediation is necessary.  The engineer has already developed a remediation plan in anticipation of what he believes will be the result of the testing.  The owner will need to come back to the Town for a permit and we will need to confirm at that time that the height restriction is 35 feet and the exception to the height restriction is cupolas and domes not intended for human occupancy.  We will take a long look at his plans and make sure that he is in absolute compliance with that or we may be looking at that for some time.  DHEC advised that they had sent a formal notice to the contractor advising that the owner was in violation and had 30days to resolve the situation.  DHEC is dealing with the contractor as they have been unable to establish a correct mailing address for the owner.  
     The next item of old business is the Town’s website.  Abby Stewart has volunteered to work on the website and is currently rebuilding it.  She is off to a great start.  Visitors to the old site will be referred to the new site with a link.  We have taken the necessary steps to protect the old site and secure the domain name.  

     The next item is security cameras.  Mayor Corbett stated that our biggest challenge is to budget the necessary funds in order to have cameras with the necessary resolution in order to read license plates.  We are still in the investigation stage of determining the appropriate resolution required and the cost.  There has been some discussion that cameras that are unable to read license plates really don’t do much other than provide a little deterrent value.  Council needs to make sure that we couple the deterrent effect with some real possibility to investigate vehicles that might be involved in serious activities occurring in the town.  We still have $7500 allocated in the budget for cameras.  The other elements have been worked out with Santee Cooper and Verizon.  Council may consider combining the allocated funds from this year with next years’ budget.  Mayor Corbett advised that there are crepe myrtles at the entrance gates that will interfere with security cameras; therefore, they will need to be removed.  It is cost preventative for the Town to move them.  The Association declined our offer for them to move the crepe myrtles to Association property.  Mayor Corbett proposed that we offer residents the opportunity to make a proposal to the Town to remove and relocate the crepe myrtles for their own use at their own expense.  Therefore, we are making the announcement tonight and it can be put on the website that those interested should make a proposal to the Town by Monday, March 23rd.  If more than one individual makes a proposal, we will pull names from a hat.

     The next item is committee reports.  Abby Stewart, Landscape Coordinator gave a report on the landscape committee.  The pyracanthas have been trimmed on North Gate and Middle Gate entrances.  The landscaper is finishing up mulching.  He will be starting on Cedar Lane to remove the dead yucca and there is other pruning to do.  Soon we will begin mowing and we will be working on a two week mowing cycle throughout the town.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that she had read that DOT (Dept. of Transportation) funds had been cut dramatically.  They are responsible for mowing the area along highway #17.  We don’t know if this will affect the mowing along the highway, so we may have to address this with next years’ budget.  Abby stated she had contacted DOT to make sure we are on their schedule.
     The first item of new business is the appointment of Frank Pennisi to the Planning Commission.  Due to the resignation of Carter Smith from the Planning Commission and with the approval of Council, the Town would appoint Frank Pennisi to the Planning Commission.  Herron made a motion and Edelman seconded to appoint Frank Pennisi to the Planning Commission.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett proceeded to swear-in Mr. Pennisi.
     Mayor Corbett then called for public input.

David Parry (92 Center Dr.) wanted to thank the Mayor for his persistence with the swash situation for without it, we would not have gotten it done and done so quickly.  
Sue Knight (35 Birch Ln.) questioned whether digging up the crepe myrtles would make a big mess and destroy the other plants.  She suggested just cutting the trees to the ground and leaving the roots.  Councilwoman Edelman advised that we would fill in where the trees are removed.  She has purchased a birdbath for this area that is similar to the ones at North Gate and South Gate.  They plan to try to plant annuals around the birdbath.  Sue Knight reminded Council that there is a lot of wiring in this area.  

Pat Walkey (230 Live Oak Ln.) extended her appreciation to the Mayor for taking care of the swash.  She also questioned why the Town isn’t initiating a letter to the County to determine what they plan to do about lot #65.  Mayor Corbett advised that a more proactive approach on our part is required because it is our Town.  Mayor Corbett stated that he has asked Neil Wright, the attorney working on this matter to put together an agreement between the Town and the County outlining duties and areas of responsibility.  Pat Walkey commented that she is surprised that our legal counsel does not attend the town meetings.  She noted that Ed Dyer, the Town Attorney for 20 years hardly ever missed a meeting.  Finally, in the past, Councils asked the Planning Commission for recommendations instead of telling them how to vote.  She said that she is concerned with spot zoning and seemed like what the Council was asking the Planning Commission to do.  Mayor Corbett stated that we are asking the Planning Commission to review Council’s recommendation and to hold a public hearing to received resident’s comments and then make a recommendation to Council.  The Planning Commission can only recommend to the Council how to proceed; the Council ultimately is the one that votes on the issue.  Mayor Corbett advised that we are not asking to change the zoning from CSC; we are asking that a use in the CSC be amended.  
Gary Pell (310 Ocean View Dr.)  stated that it was his understanding that monies in the budget this year were for paving Ocean View Drive.  He questioned whether this was on the schedule for the spring or sometime this summer.  Councilman Herron advised that the budget this year paid for only the widening.  Council will be looking at the paving part of the project this spring.  Secondly, he commented on the number of vehicle (non-residents) that are parking throughout the community in no parking zones.  He questioned what is being done about this and as a resident, if you see this, what should you do?  Mayor Corbett stated that he feels that we need to be more aggressive in this area.  He anticipates that this will become more of a problem as more people are migrating to the beach.  He suggested that the Association might take a more active stance concerning parking in their area.  The Town plans to install more “no parking” signs in the Beach Drive area.  Council discussed the issue of enforcement.  Mayor Corbett suggested that something be put on the website about illegal parking.  Council will need to review it before posting it on the site.  Further investigation needs to be done to determine how Council will handle parking violations.  The Chief will check with the State concerning parking and report back to Council.  
Sue Knight suggested that some exceptions need to be considered for special events such as:  yard sales, etc.  The Chief should be informed of any special events occurring in the Town.  Mayor Corbett advised that right now that the focus is on the Beach Drive area.  Anyone parked illegally on Town property should receive a warning and if repeated, should be towed.
Abby Stewart (25 South Gate Rd.) suggested that the Town consider something creative instead of signs.  She suggested big boulders for the area between the South entrance to the beach and the Cabana.  
Henry Santicola (246 Dogwood Ln.) advised that he never received a sticker from the Association even though he joined the Association.  The Chief stated that all he is only addressing the public roadways, not Association property where he has no jurisdiction.

Mayor Corbett suggested that the Town’s website remind everyone the importance of affixing the up to date stickers on their golf carts.  The Chief advised that the golf cart needs to be operated by a licensed driver with the driver’s license in their possession; can only be operated in daylight hours only whether it has headlights or not; it must have the Dept. of Motor Vehicles registration sticker affixed to the golf cart; and, it must be insured.
Mayor Corbett reminded everyone that the next meeting is the Public Forum to be held on Saturday, April 18th from 9am-12noon in the Parish Hall.  Suggested topics were mentioned in the newsletter.  He advised that we will post on the website the protocol for the meeting.

     With no further business or comment, Herron made a motion and Edelman seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:33pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved ________________________          
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