     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, September 21, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Horry County, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Mayor Corbett called for a motion to change some items on the agenda.  One item is to move the approval of the appointments of the Election Commission to the beginning of old business and the other, is to delete deer count from the agenda.  Bell made the motion to amend the agenda to move the approval of the appointments to the Election Commission to the beginning of old business or at the appropriate time that all the members of the Election Commission have arrived and to delete reference to a deer count under new business.  Herron seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Mayor Corbett then proceeded with the approval of minutes.  Copies of the minutes of the workshop of August 10th and of the town meeting of August 17th were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the minutes of the workshop of August 10th as written.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Bell then made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the minutes of the town meeting of August 17th as written.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the workshop dated August 10, 2009 and the minutes of the town meeting dated August 17, 2009 were approved as written.

     Councilman Bell then presented the financial statement & voucher #2009-08 for the period ending August 31, 2009.  The balances as of August 31, 2009:  Checking $7,392.60  General Fund  $230,764.79  Municipal Court  $3,602.05  Police Car Fund  $16,231.21  Victim’s Fund  $5,025.43  Contingency Fund – General  $91,443.46  Contingency Fund – Security  $12,021.64  Road Fund CD  $77,357.80  Road Fund Money Market  $10,034.75 for a grand total of all accounts of $453,873.73.  Herron made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve the financial statement & voucher as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Since the Chief was making copies, the security report will be given later in the agenda.

     The first item of old business is the approval of the appointments to the Election Commission.  Recently it was brought to Council’s attention that when the Election Commission members were installed it was at the direction of the Mayor.  This was an oversight.  The Town Code requires that Commission members be appointed by Council.  Therefore, tonight, Council is reappointing the Election Commission.  Mayor Corbett called for a motion to approve the existing Election Commission so that they can fill their unexpired term.  They were appointed for a specific term and Council, tonight, is going to affirm by a vote for them to serve the remainder of their term.  Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to reappoint for their unexpired term to the Election Commission, Mr. Mike Jones, Ms. Judy Ellis, and Mr. Bob Lauer.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett sworn-in Mike Jones, Judy Ellis, and Bob Lauer to the Election Commission.
     The next item of old business is an update on Lot #65.  Mayor Corbett reported he and Attorney Neil Wright met with the owner’s agent (her husband) and the structural engineer to determine the current condition of the property.  We advised that we need to know that the owner has the financial ability to complete the project and change the elevation of the property from 35 ft. median to 35 ft. mean.  If he is violating the height ordinance, he needs to bring it into compliance.  We have since received a letter from his structural engineer indicating that he has had enough of Mr. Jaraki.  We have extended every opportunity to the owner to resolve this situation.  At this point, we are proceeding to follow our nuisance ordinance.  The next step is to hire a code enforcement officer who will be able to cite the violation to our nuisance ordinance.  Once a code enforcement officer is hired, we will be in a position to properly notify anyone in violation of our ordinances.  The owner of lot #65 will then be notified and will be required to abate the nuisance.  If the owner objects, with the new ordinance, the owner will be able to appeal to a hearing board the decision of the code enforcement officer.  If the owner fails to appeal the decision, the Council will then be able to take the necessary action deemed by Council to abate the nuisance.  

     The next item of old business is an update on the office lease with the Church.  Mayor Corbett advised that he, along with Attorney Neil Wright has met with the Pastor and the Financial Director for the Church to resolve this issue.  They will be meeting again next week.  We hope to be able to work out a long term lease with 5-year option periods for the Town.  Meaning, if we secured a twenty year lease, every five years our option would renew for below or at market value.  We also want to see the bus moved to the rear of the property or the signage on the bus to be covered.  The Attorney is also working on an opinion concerning the cell tower in the steeple.     

     The next item of old business is road paving.  Councilman Herron advised that we are still working on the drainage issue on Ocean View Drive and therefore, we have not yet put the resurfacing of Ocean View Drive out for bids.  Mayor Corbett noted that one of the challenges for the new Council will be to deal with the long-term plan for maintaining our roads.  With limited funds, we will need creative ideas to fund road improvements.  
     The next item of old business is a procurement code.  State Law mandates that we have a procurement code.  Council has three procurement codes that we are reviewing.  One is from Attorney Neil Wright (just received this afternoon); one is a sample code offered by the Municipal Association that was posted on our website; and, the last one, Council had looked at last year.  We were going to review these at the last workshop that had to be cancelled because there was no quorum attending.  Therefore, this will be a priority for the workshop on October 12th.

     The next item is the Fire-wise Community – Tree Survey September 25th.  Bob Hock reported that the Forestry Service will conduct a tree survey on Friday, September 25th at 8:30am at the Cabana.  There will be a brief orientation and following, the group will travel by golf carts throughout the Town to look at the whole town to make recommendations on how to mitigate fires.  Bob stated that the committee plans to put out information to the public concerning open burning, etc.  Mayor Corbett also asked that the committee look at the current nuisance ordinance particularly the section #9.101.3 (c) that relates to weeds exceeding 12 inches and make recommendation to Council to clean up the language.
     The next item is committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that she wanted to add a note to the fire-wise report.  There are certain plants that are very flammable and should be kept thirty feet from your house.  Examples are the wax myrtle and podocarpus.  The committee has a more detailed list for those interested.  She also reported on the Lake Committee.  The lakes are very low as reported by many residents.  One resident expressed concern that residents were using lake water for irrigation.  Councilwoman Edelman suggested that Council should discuss some of these issues.  Due to the lakes being low, we are experiencing mosquito problems particularly on Pine Tree Lane.  Tom Garigen provided some industrial strength mosquito dunks to be used in this area.  She further stated that she has asked the Lake Committee to work on a historical map that would identify the location of dams, etc.  She stated that all committees should have adequate notes and information for future Councils.  The Lake Committee shored up the dam between Middle and South Lake due to concerns that with a big storm, it might be overwhelmed by the water.  The pipes are now at the proper level.  She noted that all the lakes need to be dredged which is an expensive undertaking that will need planning.  She advised that she and Mr. Pell attended a meeting of the Coastal Alliance that was very informative.  A lobbyist was there to advise ways that municipalities can get money for stormwater and other projects.  Attendance at these meetings would be beneficial to the Town.  The Stormwater Committee has a project pending to clear the ditch along Cabana Road.  There was a tree hit by the Waste Industries truck on Dogwood.  Waste Industries has offered to make reparation.  The tree was removed today as it was beyond repair.  The cedar tree was a medium sized tree that was about 20 ft. high.  Mayor Corbett stated that he would entertain a motion to evaluate the value of the tree.  Edelman made a motion to authorize the certified evaluation of the value of the tree from two sources.  Herron seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Once the evaluations are obtained, we will try to negotiation a settlement with Waste Industries.  Mayor Corbett advised in previous meeting, Council has discussed the roads being damaged by the Waste Industries’ trucks.  Councilman Herron advised he met with them and they looked at all the roads and took pictures.  They contend from a safety standpoint that it would be difficult for their trucks to back up on the cul-de-sacs.  They plan on monitoring the roads weekly.  Mayor Corbett suggested that we obtain copies of the pictures that they took in order to compare the road condition from time to time.  We need to document the conditions of our roads.

     The only item of new business is the ad for a code enforcement officer.  Mayor Corbett stated that he would like to be able to get the job description written and the ad put in the paper before the next town meeting.  Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the Mayor working with Attorney Wright to draft a code enforcement officers’ job description and present the ad for publication.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
     Councilman Maggioncalda stated that he had one thing to add as a precaution.  While it hasn’t been published yet, we are seeing a definite uptake on swine flu in the area.  In talking to a pediatrician today, it appears to be rampant in North Myrtle Beach High School.  It seems to be primarily affecting young people right now.  It is transmitted by aerosol, coughing, and picking it up on your hands and transmitting it to mouth, nose, eyes, etc.  Carrying around a hand sanitizer would be a reasonable idea, if you are out in public.

     Chief Lamparter then presented his security report.  We will have Municipal Jury Court on Friday, November 13, 2009 at 9:00 am at the South Strand Magistrate’s Court.  Please serve, if called.  Citations were issued for the following:  child restraint, seat belt (age under 18), 2 speeding, D.U.I. refusal, D.U.S,  (4) vehicle registration violations, proof of insurance, illegal parking, public disorderly conduct, and leaving the scene with minor injury.  On 8/22 at 1am found two 15-year-olds from Conway at the Cabana.  Driver charged with illegal parking.  Both were released to their parents.  Both Myrtle Beach and Conway have juvenile curfew ordinances and the chief is concerned that we may become a haven for underage kids on the beach in the middle of summer.  On 8/24, the Cabana gate and a tree on Live Oak were run down by two men on a golf cart.  The golf cart owner made restitution and the driver was charged the next day.  On route to work on 9/2, he found a stolen purse from an auto in Pawleys Island and the purse was returned to the owner via HCPD.  On 9/9, a hit & run occurred at Middle Gate Rd & Hwy. 17.  The fleeing driver then struck two motorcyclists on SC22.  The driver also assaulted a NMB police officer.  The Chief charged the suspect with leaving the scene with minor injury for the Briarcliffe collision.  SCHP & NMB made the rest of the charges.  Be careful pulling out onto Hwy. 17.  On 9/17 while at DMV, a citizen requested assistance after locking his keys in his truck.  There was a bag of marijuana in plain view on the front seat.  The Chief arranged for him to be arrested and the marijuana seized by Myrtle Beach Police.  The Cabana gate was run down a second time by an elderly golf cart driver.  The owner made restitution for the gate and the Association chose not to prosecute.  The Chief received another complaint of vehicles driving on the North Gate Access.  The Association will be posting the property with “no motor vehicle” signs that allows police enforcement under state law.  With two separate cases of illegal dumping of yard debris at Beach Dr. and North Gate Road, the Chief would like to purchase a “no dumping” sign for temporary installation at problem locations.  The Annual SC DMV Ticket Audit is complete with one unaccounted for ticket from 1992.  The report from SC Dept. of Public Safety stated all required reports for warning tickets were properly filed.  The police bicycle is on the road and we are looking for a reduction in fuel used.  We had to repair the electric fan and relay for the cooling system in the police vehicle at a cost of $541.90.  SC DOT Engineering Division is leading the project to install a sidewalk along the southbound side of Hwy. 17 from Kings Rd. to Commons Blvd.  The contract was signed Sept. 8th with work likely to begin in the next 60 to 90 days.  The sidewalk from Commons Blvd to Barefoot Landing is unfunded.  We are on their mailing list for updates and meetings for the preparation work.  While the prisoner transportation related to bond setting remains a problem, the County is actively seeking a video link to the jail to allow the judge to set bonds remotely.  Should the Town desire assistance from the County police on the beach, we might want to consider adopting Horry County Beach Code.  Mayor Corbett stated that there are a few issues relating to the beach that he is working on with the County.  One, our boundary is marked with Ocean Creek and their beach service has encroached significantly into the Town’s limit with chair and umbrella rentals.  He has asked Attorney Wright to write the attorney for the beach service a letter instructing him that we are aware of this violation this past year and it will not be tolerated next year.  The other issue is that several people from the Ocean Creek property have set up these large pop-up canopies and at night have removed the canopy, but have left the frames.  These frames are buried in about a foot or two of sand and they can’t be seen at night.  This is a potential liability should people trip over them at night.  He is working with the County as they are updating their ordinance to address this situation.
     Mayor Corbett then called for public input.

Bob Hock (74 Cypress Ln.) said that we had spoken before about a document of understanding with the County for a code enforcement officer and suggested that the County might be able to help us out in this area relating to code enforcement.

Ed Metten (270 Cherry Ln.) stated that the Mayor made reference to Neil Wright as the Town Attorney.  Mayor Corbett stated that Mr. Wright was not hired as the Town Attorney, he had just misstated it.  Mr. Wright is working for the Town on a case by case basis.

Gary Pell (310 Ocean View Dr.) stated that he is one of nine candidates for Town Council and it is his understanding that in previous elections, there were opportunities to meet all of the candidates.  He questioned whether there is any plan for such an event.  Mayor Corbett stated that Council cannot officially entertain such a function; however, he suggested that the candidates meet following the meeting to discuss the possibility of such a function.
Judy Ellis (249 Dogwood Ln.) stated that as far as the road damage, Myrtle Beach did not repair the damage to the road caused by the water project.  She suggested that we might want to get in touch with them.  She also referred to the Briarcliffe Review’s indication that the upcoming election wasn’t publicized.  As a member of the Election Commission, she noted that an ad appeared in the Sun News twice with the pertinent information on the election.  Finally, she wanted to compliment Council and ProCurb as she has noticed the quality of the care of our common property.
Josie Leonard (59 Bayberry Ln.) asked for an update on the deer.  Mayor Corbett stated that DNR did a deer count last week in the Spiritual Center and in the Town; however, the official results and report have not been received yet.  This is why it was removed from the agenda.
Joe Eritano (255 Evergreen Ln.) stated that in past years the Building Commissioner also acted as the code enforcement officer.  Is there a reason why this is changing and Council is going out to hire a code enforcement officer?  Mayor Corbett stated that this Council’s experience is that the major issues brought to this Council concerning code enforcement and lack thereof, has created a lot of difficulty for the Town.  As a result of that, Council feels that we should remove personalities of local residents from that position so that we can be more professional in the enforcement of our codes.  A person requesting a building permit would file an application to the required entity along with the application fee that will cover the cost of the process.  It will be a user based system with a checklist of requirements along with the appropriate fee based on the project.

     With no further business or comment, Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:43pm.









Respectfully submitted,









Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk

Approved ________________________ 
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