     The Town Council workshop was held on Monday, December 7, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Town office.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Members of Council

Houston Bell









Joe Maggioncalda

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  The first item on the agenda is an update of Lot #65.  Mayor Corbett explained that the Chief has been doing some research on serving notice to the owner of lot #65 concerning the requirements of code enforcement.  The Mayor feels that the owner is in violation of our nuisance ordinance and should be served accordingly since his permit has expired.  The owner must abate the nuisance or the Town must be prepared to abate the nuisance.  The Mayor asked Gary Pell to obtain estimates from three contractors for the value of the structure on lot #65 as it exists.  It was also suggested that we obtain an estimate of the value of the structure, if it was pursuant to code.  This will be included on the town meeting agenda.      

     The next item is the Church lease.  We have had a setback in negotiations with the Church.  They plan to have another meeting on December 15th and they will get back with the Mayor on the lease issue.  Councilwoman Edelman questioned the set back.  Mayor Corbett stated that there was concern with the 25 year lease issue.

     The next item is road paving.  Councilman Herron stated that Southern Asphalt was ready to go as soon as the week of Christmas.  The Mayor expressed concern with the heavy trucks working on the building project for the Hetzer’s at 305 Ocean View.  After some discussion, Council felt that we should hold off on paving until finished.  Gary Pell offered to talk to Mr. Hetzer to see when the work will be completed.  Councilman Herron will contact Southern Asphalt to see what can be done.  We will put this on the town meeting agenda.
     The next item on the agenda is the procurement ordinance review for second reading.  Council reviewed Ordinance #2009-03.  Under Section 2.1 Bidding (2) in the second sentence, the statement “and upon approval of a bidder…” was changed to “and upon approval of a contract…”.  Under the same section (3) concerning professional services was deleted.  Finally, Council added Section 11 Professional Services.  In the case of professional services, this ordinance shall not apply.  With these changes, Council will vote to approve second reading at the town meeting.
     The next item is Ordinance #2009-04 to change the term length for Mayor and Council.  The Mayor stated that there was some question on how the Mayor ProTem is determined.  Some cities take the top vote getter as Mayor ProTem.  The clerk advised that the Town has always voted on the Mayor ProTem.  She stated that she checked with Myrtle Beach and North Myrtle Beach and they too vote on the Mayor ProTem.  Council has no changes to discuss and will be prepared to vote for approval of second reading at the town meeting.

     The next item is code enforcement officer.  Mayor Corbett stated that he has discussed a position of deputy planning director/code enforcement officer with Gary Pell.  He thinks that we will be best served by allowing the new Council, once the Church lease issue is resolved, to move ahead with discussion of accepting an individual on a contract basis to perform code enforcement duties and would already be qualified and certified.  This individual would be utilized on an as needed basis to enforce the Town’s code.  This individual would also be able to assist us in developing a plan to integrate our permit procedure with the County.  This would cover the permitting procedure from applying for a permit to completion of the project.  We need a more organized and streamlined process.
     The next items are the proposed meeting dates for 2010 and proposed holiday closings for 2010.  The proposed dates were submitted to Council for review along with the newly elected Council members.  The new Council will vote on these dates at the town meeting.

     The next item is the proposed resolution from the League of Cities.  The League of Cities passed a resolution to urge our local delegation to vote NO on any consideration of H3272 and encouraged the delegation to look at any inequities of Act 388 as part of a comprehensive look at our state’s tax policy.  All of the other cities signed the resolution, except Briarcliffe Acres as it had not been presented to Council for consideration.  The League of Cities wanted to give us the opportunity to act on the resolution and will forward the resolution with our signature, if approved.  Mayor Corbett explained that he is very familiar with Act 388 along with the League of Cities position and the Municipal Association’s position.  He provided a brief explanation on this bill.  This will be a very “hot” topic in Columbia when the legislature returns.  Council will need to be prepared to vote on this resolution at the town meeting.
     Mayor Corbett then called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman reported on the Stormwater Committee.  Our MS4 stormwater permit expires in 2011 and we will need to have met our projected goals.  We are currently in good shape.  At that time, DHEC may increase the requirements for all of the municipalities.  Presently, they are conducting point of source tracing.  Evidently, the fecal count in the swash is very high which is not good.  It has yet to be determined whether it is animal or human.  The testing will not be completed for a year; however, we will receive updates throughout this period.  Councilwoman Edelman also reported that the drainage project along Cabana Road has been completed along with the cleaning out of the outfalls at the Cabana.  Council briefly discussed the tidal flow in this area.  Councilwoman Edelman also reported that we had an Arbor Day celebration with three dogwoods planted on Dogwood Lane.  Mr. Santicola donated the funds for one of the dogwood trees.  She further reported that she is working with Lois Edwards of the Forestry Service for grant money for overhead tree pruning.  She plans to come out to see what can be done as their grant money is generally for hazardous overhead tree pruning.  We have 6.2 miles of roadway in the Town as measured by Bob Kennedy.

     Mayor Corbett discussed the procedures for taking public input prior to voting on ordinances or things of substantive value.  Council agreed that prior to voting, Council should take public input on the matter at hand.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that in addition to this, that after public input is taken that Council should be given the opportunity to respond to the public input if they felt it is necessary before voting.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to check to see if Robert’s Rules addresses procedures for public input.
     Council made a final review of the agenda for the town meeting.  Old business will include:  update of lot #65; road paving; 2nd reading of Ordinance #2009-03 procurement code; 2nd reading of Ordinance #2009-04 term changes for Mayor & Council; and committee reports.  New business will include:  the swearing in of the Mayor and Council; election of a Mayor Pro Tempore and establishing the meeting dates for 2010 and the holiday office closing dates.

     With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved __________________________
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