     The Council workshop was held on Monday, February 14, 2011 at 7:30pm in the town office.  
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Mayor



Ken Corbett






Members of Council

Nancy Edelman










Dennis Herron










Gary Pell










Abigail Stewart

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Council was reminded that the Statement of Economic Interests report was due by April 15, 2011.  The State Ethics Commission now requires that the report is filed electronically as paper copies will no longer be accepted.

     The clerk provided Council with a written report on the vacant lot clearing program.  All of the vacant lots that were required to be cleared; have now been cleared.  Three of the lots (#101, #159, and #225) had not been cleared as of February 7th .  Therefore, the Town contracted with Wayne’s Tree Service to bushhog these lots.  The cost was $275 for each lot.  They were all cleared by February 10th.  We will be billing the property owners of these lots for the cost of clearing.  If they fail to pay, a lien will be placed on their property.  Mayor Corbett stated that he did receive a few calls from people questioning portions of developed lots that should be cleared and lot #173.  Mayor Corbett advised that we do not have any ordinance that address developed lots.  As far as lot #173, historically, we have not required this lot to be cleared since it borders with Ocean Creek and past administrations felt that clearing this lot could encourage entry across this property into Briarcliffe.  Council may want to consider amending the ordinance to exempt this lot for public safety reasons.

     Mayor Corbett advised that he received a recommendation that Houston Bell was interested in serving on the Planning Commission to fill the vacancy for David Parry.  No other recommendations were received, so Council should be prepared to vote on this issue at the town meeting.  

     The next item on the agenda is the clerk of court position.  Chief Lamparter reported that applications have been received.  Three of the applicants presently work in the court system and are qualified on the CMS software.  The Chief requested that Council decide what their hiring process will be, which he assumes will include an interview with those three applicants as he feels that there is no reason to interview anyone that does not know the software.  He also suggested that Council needs to determine how they plan to compensate the individual that is hired.  He suggested whether it is a contracted or part-time position, that there be a monthly minimum paid to cover the transportation cost to be present at our once a month court hearing.  The Chief advised that Sheila will still receipt payments paid to the Town office and cut the checks for the monthly court expenses.  Council still needs to continue to review the court system’s expenses vs. revenue.  Mayor Corbett suggested that we schedule interviews with the three applicants that have CMS training.  The interviews will be the same day as the workshop on March 14th starting 6:30pm-7:30pm.   Since there were nine applications received, Mayor Corbett requested that Council receive copies of each application for their review.  They can then determine whether they would like to interview any of the applicants that didn’t have CMS training.  Council can review the applications and consider a few more to interview.  Mayor Corbett asked Sheila to set up interviews with the three applicants with CMS training for 6:30pm-7:00pm.  

     Council discussed the limo service at the Church that parks the bus with advertisement in front of the school.  Right now they are not parking any vehicles at the Church.  However, should they begin parking the bus out front, Council agreed that they should be put on notice that they are violating our zoning ordinance and enforce it.

     Mayor Cortbett provided an update on lot #65.  The order is on the Judge’s desk awaiting his signature.  Once it is signed it has to be filed and served on the defendant’s attorney representing Halla Shami.  The attorney will have ten (10) days to request a rehearing.  If he doesn’t request a rehearing, then the thirty (30) day appeal term begins.  If he doesn’t file an appeal, then the Town will be able to take some action.  Mayor Corbett advised that he was able to get the dumpster removed with the caveat that the Town would pay the dumping fee and add it to the lien amount.

     Mayor Corbett advised that Council is hosting the League of Cities meeting on April 26th.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that Councilman Pell is checking with Nibil’s Restaurant for a cost estimate for catering.  She stated that they have looked at the budget and determined where to charge the cost.  We also have information from California Dreaming should we decide to hold the meeting at a restaurant.  Mayor Corbett advised that he is reserving the Cabana in his name for that date.  Council will consider these three options.  

     Council received a written request from Waste Industries to change the recycling schedule.  They have added some additional clients for recycling and their Operations Department needs to make some adjustments with their routes.  They are requesting that recycling will continue to be on Wednesdays with the next collection date of 2/16/2011 and 3/2/2011.  They have requested that the following collection date be 3/9/2011 and collections to follow every other week for the remainder of the year.  This will provide us with an additional week of recycling.  We will notify residents through our email system and the signs will be placed at the gates and bulletin board on the appropriate week for recycling.  Mayor Corbett approved this change.

     Mayor Corbett advised that he received a check from Santee Cooper for our franchise agreement in the amount of $18,501.55.

     Mayor Corbett called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that the Lake and Stormwater Committees met on Thursday, February 10th.  They have requested that the two committees be combined since they both deal with the same issues.  Council agreed and will announce this at the town meeting.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that we have been landscaping the median on Holly Lane.  We have done some out of contract work including clearing out the outfall on North Gate Road.  The grass has been removed on the curbing on Center Drive.  Mayor Corbett questioned the outfall on Middle Gate at Lake Dr.  Councilwoman Edelman advised that the debris should be raked away from the grate.  Councilwoman Stewart will advise the contractor to be sure this is done.  Councilman Herron advised that the signs are done.    We are having the gates washed and painted this week.  Then the new signs will then be installed.

     Council then reviewed the agenda for the town meeting.  The agenda will include:  report on vacant lots; appointment to fill vacancy on the Planning Commission; announce that we are interviewing for the clerk of court position; lot #65 update; update hosting of League of Cities meeting; Waste Industries request; announce the amount of Santee Cooper check with financial report; and, committee reports.  Councilman Pell questioned the Final Water Quality Report.  The Mayor advised that we had requested our legal counsel to review the report.  Councilman Pell will check with Neil Wright for his comments.  Mayor Corbett stated that he can report at the town meeting that we are pursuing a legal opinion from our town attorney regarding our current stormwater ordinance and the enforceability of the ordinance in the event that someone doesn’t comply with the ordinance.  

     Council then discussed the action plan for the executive summary of the Comprehensive Plan.  David Schwerd provided Council with a strategic plan that creates the framework for implementing the Comprehensive Plan.  This plan provides the action required to meet the goals outlined for various categories under the Comprehensive Plan.  Council will need to determine who will be responsible for overseeing these particular goals.  Changes can be made on any of these issues as needed.  This strategic plan is easier to follow and it assigns a responsibility and timeline while creating a place to update the status for Council’s review and in order to report periodically to residents.  This information is also helpful in the budgeting process for the capital improvements plan.  Mayor Corbett asked Council to review the information submitted and we can discuss this at the next workshop.  

     Mayor Corbett then called for public input:

Bob Hock (74 Cypress) stated that the Water Quality Report is a very good report.  He stated that all he has read is the summary.  He said that the key thing is that it is not as bad as expected.  He said that the soil in the flood area is not acceptable to septic systems.  Bob also advised that the SC Forestry Commission will make the Firewise Presentation to Council at the March 21st town meeting.  Mike Bozzo will be making the presentation.  Bob stated that he will try to get the Sun News to attend the presentation.  

     Chief Lamparter stated the Town does not have any ordinance that prevents anyone from shooting fireworks at their house.  Our ordinance only bans fireworks on the beach.  He stated that he will be attending a meeting with other municipalities attempting to unify the codes on the beach, he suggested that the fireworks code should be changed.  Some municipalities have banned fireworks community-wide and the county has no firework zones on the beach.  He will suggest some exception for the 4th of July and New Year’s eve between 11pm-1am.  He asked whether the Town would support an exception for the 4th of July and New Year’s eve 11pm-1am.  Mayor Corbett stated that he would like to see us ban fireworks community-wide with these exceptions considered.  The Chief will report back to Council the outcome of the meeting.

     Chief Lamparter stated the other issue is dog licenses.  We currently have a resident that has a number of dogs.  The Chief is in the process of getting the dogs registered.  As of now, he has registered seven dogs with more requiring registration.  Our current ordinance does not make a distinction on whether the dog has been fixed or not fixed.  He suggested that the Town have two different fee schedules: $2.00 for fixed dogs and a more punitive deterrent for dogs not fixed.  Mayor Corbett stated that we should limit the number of dogs.  David Schwerd will draft an ordinance for Council’s consideration.  

     With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 8:25pm.
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