     The Town Council workshop was held on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the town office following the Special Meeting.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman










Dennis Herron





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Councilman


Joe Maggioncalda

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order.  The first item on the agenda is the Statement of Economic Interest that is due April 15th.  The clerk advised this is just a reminder that the Mayor and all Council members are required to file a Statement of Economic Interest each year that they serve.  The statements can be filed electronically or the forms can be downloaded from the website and mailed.  The website is:  www.ethics.sc.gov .
     The next item on the agenda is the memorandum of understanding with the Solid Waste Authority.  Our legal counsel has reviewed the agreement and Council will vote on it at the town meeting.

     The next item is the Town’s website.  Abby Stewart has volunteered to work on the Town’s website.  Since Chief Edmonds left, the website has been down.  Abby has suggested that the website name should be “www.townofbriarcliffe.us”  as it is available.  The cost is about the same as we paid before.  Chief Lamparter suggested that the Town retain the www.townofbriarcliffe.com site due to the fact that many other sites contain it as a link.  A message on that site could refer all inquiries to the new site.  Council asked that Chief Lamparter contact Jimmy to see what is needed to retain the site.
     The next item is the procurement policy.  Our legal counsel hasn’t had sufficient time to review the drafted ordinance.  Therefore, we will carry this over to the next workshop.

     The next item on the agenda is the swash.  Mayor Corbett advised that he and Mr. Molnar (representing the Association) met with a representative of the Army Corp of Engineers last month.  They reviewed the swash area.  The Corp denied that the problems at the swash were the sole creation of beach renourishment.  While we agree that it is probably not the sole cause, it certainly contributed significantly to the problem.  It may correct itself and it may not.  Army Corp has suggested that we wait a couple of months to see if it corrects itself.  If not, then we would have to take steps to obtain the necessary permits to open up the area with dredging.  Council will put this on the town meeting agenda.

     The next item on the agenda is the status of lot #65.  Mayor Corbett stated that he hopes to have a draft letter from the attorney to be sent to the owner outlining the Town’s position by Monday’s meeting.  We will put this on the town meeting agenda.  The owner’s engineer has advised that he is ready to proceed to get the structural analysis done on the property to be assured that it is structurally sound.  Mayor Corbett stated while the present Council needs to resolve this issue; they also need to take the actions necessary to assure that this type of problem doesn’t occur in the future.  They also need to clarify whether the height is grade or mean.  Bob Hock offered to provide a front elevation.  Mayor Corbett advised the engineer that the 35 ft. restriction must be enforced.  Bob Hock stated that at the last meeting Council discussed the burying of concrete on the property.  Bob advised that he had taken pictures and turned them into the Town office.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to send the pictures to DHEC to determine whether the piling of the cement violates DHEC requirements.

     The next item on the agenda is vacant lot clearing program.  Council had discussed this program in December.  The clerk had suggested that Council delay starting the program until February.  Councilwoman Edelman agreed to check each vacant lot and make a note of what needs to be done on each lot.  The clerk advised that we need to know if there are any dead or fallen trees that need to be removed in addition to bushhogging.  Once this is completed the clerk will send the letters to the property owners.  The Town will provide bids for each lot or the owners can use their own contractor.  This program was developed as part of the deer management program.  The clerk further advised that a copy of the pertinent ordinance is included with the letter.
     The next item on the agenda is Ordinance #2008-01 amending the nuisance ordinance concerning boats.  Robert Graham suggested that the issue of boats should be address in an amendment to the recreational vehicle ordinance instead of the nuisance ordinance.  Boats should be deleted from the nuisance ordinance and an amendment to the recreational vehicle ordinance be considered.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to forward this recommendation to the town attorney for consideration.

     Mayor Corbett advised that Council needs to set a date and time for a public meeting for residents to express their concerns.  Some suggested topics to consider are:  deer, trees, and the Town becoming a gated community.  Council felt that it should be held on a Saturday.  March 7th from 9am-12noon at the Cabana was suggested.  The Mayor asked the clerk to check with Janice Olds on the availability of the cabana.  Council could hold the workshop the same time.
     Robert Graham asked the Mayor for an update on a postal mailbox for the community.  Mayor Corbett advised that the postmaster stated that without commercial business in the town, a mailbox is not warranted.  Mr. Graham also stated that he still feels that there should be a flag at the main entrance to the town.

     Bob Hock stated that he is working on an update to the required mitigation plan.  He said that some minor changes are needed.  He will make those changes and returned the plan to the County.

     Mayor Corbett advised that he also wanted to include Solid Waste Authority flow control on the town meeting agenda.  He explained that flow control is an effort by the County to control what happens to the waste generated in the County.  The importance of this issue to the town was explained at the League of Cities meeting.  While the State requires the County to be responsible for all the waste generated within their borders.  The SWA’s plan requires that all waste be taken to their facility or one designated by them.  Other companies want to aggressively take business away from the SWA.  The County wants to control this as they allege that the State mandates that they have certain funds in reserve or available to protect any leaking landfill cells.  If there aren’t sufficient funds available to SWA for any leakage, then County residents would be taxed accordingly.  Mayor Corbett stated that he proposed to the attorney for Myrtle Beach that if the County is seeking a resolution from the Town in support of flow control, then they need to change the ordinance and not allow for a simple majority of the SWA board to dissolve the SWA.  Four members of the board are appointed by the County and three board members are appointed by the League of Cities.  Therefore, the SWA could not be easily dissolved.  This would provide some protection that we currently do not have.  Mayor Corbett has asked Myrtle Beach’s legal counsel to determine whether this is possible.
     Mayor Corbett also provided Council with the specs for security cameras at the gates.  Santee Cooper has offered to turn over ownership of the light poles at each gate.  Verizon has also agreed to provide a good deal on a cable line for the system.  This would provide real time review from the cameras to the police vehicle.  Council will have to put the system out for bid.  This will be put on the agenda for the town meeting.   

     In preparation of the town meeting agenda, old business will include:  the swash, lot #65, the memorandum of understanding with SWA, and town website.  New business will include:  vacant lot clearing, the public meeting for March 7th, Solid Waste Authority flow control, and security camera.
     With no further discussion, Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton

Approved ______________________



Town Clerk  
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