     The Town Council workshop was held on Monday, January 12, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the town office.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Councilman


Houston Bell

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  The first item on the agenda is the memorandum of understanding with the Solid Waste Authority.  Bob Hock advised that this satisfies a FEMA requirement and he has recommended that Council sign the agreement.  This will be placed on the town meeting agenda for Council consideration.

     The next item on the agenda is the Town’s website.  Councilwoman Edelman advised that Abby Stewart (25 South Gate Rd.) has offered to take care of the website.  She advised that the cost is $14 per month which the Town can reimburse. She comes highly recommended.  The old website was shut down when Jimmy retired and the site is needed.  Chief Lamparter will contact Jimmy to see what is needed to get the same web address as www.townofbriarcliffe.com .  Mayor Corbett advised that at some point Council will need to develop some sort of protocol for what gets put on the site; how it gets approved; who can authorize changes; etc. in order for the Town to maintain control over the website.  We need to get it back up and running.  Mayor Corbett advised that Abby has his temporary authority to get things started and if she has any questions to communicate with him or Councilwoman Edelman to outline the immediate steps to rebuild the site.  Then Council can develop a formal arrangement with her.
     The next item on the agenda is the Town’s procurement policy.  Councilwoman Edelman and Councilman Bell had proposed an ordinance to address the procurement policy.  Council was to review the proposed document and be prepared to make recommendation of any changes needed.  The clerk sent a copy to our legal counsel for her review; however, we have not received any response.  Council will carry this over to the next workshop for discussion after receiving our attorney’s comments.
     The next item on the agenda is the swash.  Mayor Corbett stated that he had contacted John Smithson, City Manager for North Myrtle Beach who in turn referred him to the Project Manager with the Army Corp of Engineers.  Mayor Corbett advised that he had communicated with Pat O’Donnell the Project Manager for the Army Corps of Engineers for the beach renourishment.  They have scheduled a meeting for Thursday, January 15th at 11am at the Cabana.  He asked that the clerk contact Janice Olds, President of the Association to notify her of the meeting and to request that she contact Bill Eiser, OCRM in hopes that he can attend this meeting.  The purpose of the meeting is to address the dramatic change in the swash toward the Cabana.  We feel that the renourishment has created this problem and we are looking to the Corp to correct the problem with dredging if necessary.  Councilman Maggioncalda advised that the major issue is that it can choke off the tidal creek on the land side of the dunes which would prevent the flow into the creek and it would dry up.  This would prevent the natural filter of our stormwater.  He also noted that Bill Eiser had previously stated that our tidal creek is the longest natural tidal creek remaining in South Carolina and its protection should have a significant impact with DHEC and Columbia.  Mayor Corbett stated we can provide an update at the town meeting.
     The next item on the agenda is a request to change the Church’s sign.  The clerk forwarded the request to our legal counsel for her review and recommendation on how to proceed.  We need to respond to the request as soon as possible.  Tyson Signs cannot proceed until we have confirmed the sign has been approved by the Town.  We will add this to the town meeting agenda.
     The next item on the agenda is required W9’s for all contractors.  The Town is required to provide a form 1099 for each person earning more than $600 that we have paid during the year.  When we contract for services, we need to have those individuals complete a form W-9 requesting the taxpayer’s identification number and certification.  We were advised by the accountant that we needed to obtain W-9’s for Mack Vereen and Sam McCoy.  Councilman Bell has attempted to contact these individuals and the clerk will send a letter under the Mayor’s signature.  Therefore, whenever we contract for work make sure the individual completes the W-9.
     The next item on the agenda is the status of Lot #65.  Mayor Corbett advised that they are working now to clean up the site.  He has spoken to the owner’s engineer several times.  The engineer is currently looking at whether our height requirement is mean 35 feet or 35 feet.  Councilman Maggioncalda stated that in conjunction with the County requirement it is mean 35 feet.  Mayor Corbett advised that we have suggested to the engineer that they use 35 feet and that the exterior elevation be changed from Middle Eastern to Mediterranean.  There still is no permit issued.  He is in the process of obtaining a demolition permit in order to sandblast some of the areas in order to do the testing.  Once the testing is completed and they can prove to the County that the building is structurally sound, they can get a permit from the County, but will also be required to obtain a permit from the Town.  Bob Hock suggested that the Town obtain a copy of the front elevation.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to request that Tony Kyzer obtain a copy of the plans for lot #65 or we can request this information from the County under a Freedom of Information Request.  We need to get the front, side, and rear elevations.  Bob Hock noted that the site still contains all the logs and concrete debris along his makeshift retaining wall along the rear and Hwy. side of the property.  We will attempt to obtain pictures of this debris.  We also need to obtain a copy of DHEC report addressing the open dumping.  Council again discussed to need for enforcement of our ordinances.  Mayor Corbett also noted that in order for the County to provide any information to the Town, we must request the information through the Freedom of Information Act.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to make a note to have our legal counsel draft an authorization form to attach to the permit application requiring the owner to authorize release of any and all documentation from the County to the Town without a Freedom of Information request.  The Town should request a duplicate of all information presented to the County for building permits.  We need to streamline the permit process in order to keep the Town aware of the progress on building sites.  The Town’s building permit should require an application be completed for each building permit along with the drawings.  Further discussion, specifically on code enforcement should be addressed at another workshop.
     The next item on the agenda is the Church lease.  Mayor Corbett advised that he hasn’t heard from our legal counsel on this, so there is nothing to report.

     The next item on the agenda is a proposal to have a public forum discussion on issues of concern to residents.  Council felt that it would be beneficial to hold a public forum to enable residents to discuss issues concerning them.  It was suggested that it be held on a Saturday from 9am-12noon.  Some of the topics considered by Council was the deer issue; construction within the Town; sewer and stormwater; gated community; and, trees.  The Council also discussed security cameras.  Mayor Corbett advised that he has spoken to Santee Cooper and they are willing to turn over the lights at the entrances to the Town which would enable the Town to mount cameras on the poles.  Electric for the cameras can be connected to the spot lights on the entrance signs.  Once we have the specs needed for the cameras, we can go out for bids.  Council budgeted $10,000 in this year’s budget for security cameras.  Chief Lamparter explained a system that would allow him to view the video from the cameras in the police vehicle.  He also is looking into computer police reporting that allows for detectives to look at crime patterns throughout the County.  The software to municipalities is free.  It is hoped that we could have a hot spot at Middle Gate where County officers could upload their reports.  The benefit would be more exposure of County Police at Middle Gate Road throughout the day when they were uploading reports.

     The next item on the agenda is committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman advised that the stormwater committee was meeting tomorrow.  She stated that she and Bob checked all of the outfalls today and they need to be cleaned out and maintained.  The ditch along Cabana across from Jarrett Lark’s house needs to be dug out.  The committee will be working on prioritizing our needs for next year.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that she and Councilman Bell have discussed disbanding the landscape committee as there appears to no longer be a need for the committee.  The committee is in agreement.  Abby Stewart has offered to work with James Anderson (ProCurb) on landscaping; however, she doesn’t wish to work with trees.  Council decided that the committee should meet and delegate the responsibility of overseeing the landscape maintenance contract to Abby Stewart.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that she was trying to schedule a meeting for the lake committee.
     Councilman Maggioncalda requested that Council send a letter to T-Mobile concerning the lack of signal in Briarcliffe since the North Beach Tower was constructed.  Council had previously sent a letter to Sun Com before it became T-Mobile; however, no action was taken on their part to resolve the problem.  Councilman Maggioncalda will draft a letter for the Mayor’s signature.  He also asked if the Town was going to pursue the proposed package deal offered by Verizon for fiber optics.  Natasha had already confirmed that we do not have an exclusive franchise and so we could proceed in discussions with Verizon.  

     Chief Lamparter advised that when Chief Edmonds left he turned over $250 in the form of a few receipts and cash representing the police petty cash expense fund.  Chief Lamparter advised once the balance of the fund has been spent, he is recommending that he be reimbursed for submitted receipts monthly instead of maintaining a petty cash fund.  Council agreed.  He also advised that the police vehicle needs new rotors based upon an inspection by Merchant Tires when Chief Edmonds had new tires put on the vehicle right before he left.  The estimate for the repair is $436.  Finally, he questioned that his contract has not been signed yet and the bookkeeper needs a copy in order to be paid.  Mayor Corbett requested that the clerk contact Natasha concerning the contract and explain the urgency in reviewing the contact so that the Mayor can sign it.  In the meantime, Mayor Corbett will authorize the bookkeeper to pay Kyle as the salary has already been determined.  The issue of code enforcement will need to be discussed later.  Council briefly discussed enforcement of County, State, and Federal laws.  Council also discussed the need for a no solicitation ordinance and business license.  Kyle suggested that an ordinance could require that contractors must have a valid County business license or a North Myrtle Beach business license that would require that the business license be presented if requested along with a valid driver’s license.
     Council reviewed the agenda for the Town meeting.  Old business will include:  committee reports, church lease, swash, church sign, and lot #65.  New business will include the memo of understanding with the Solid Waste Authority.

     With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 9:20pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved ____________________      
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