     The Town Council workshop was held on Monday, July 13, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Town office.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  The first item on the agenda is the bid proposals for the Landscape Maintenance contract.  Abby Stewart, Landscape Coordinator provided Council with her evaluation of James Anderson’s (ProCurb) performance under the current contract.  She stated that she has worked with him since February.  Councilwoman Edelman agreed with Abby’s assessment and recommended ProCurb.  Mayor Corbett stated that Council should be prepared to vote on the awarding of this contract at the town meeting.
     The next item is the bid proposals for Tree & Shrub Maintenance.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that she feels that we should not have a contract for tree and shrub maintenance.  All bids must meet our budget requirements.  She said that she had recommended this originally; however, since it is difficult to estimate the amount of tree work needed and it is basically seasonal with work needed in the spring and the fall.  She suggested that the tree & shrub maintenance be handled on an “as needed” basis at which time Council can obtain bids for the required work needed.  Council will vote on this at the town meeting.

     The next item is the Waste Industries proposal.  Mayor Corbett stated that their proposal didn’t reflect much of a savings with the reduction in the number of pick-ups.  Councilman Herron agreed.  Mayor Corbett suggested that since we still have another year with the current contract which expires June 30, 2010 that we can incorporate our requested changes in the next contract.  
     The next item is second reading of the nuisance ordinance.  Mayor Corbett advised that Attorney Wright has made some minor changes to the ordinance presented at first reading.  Mayor Corbett stated that he will be emailing the changes tomorrow and we can post the ordinance on the Town’s website for review.  With the second reading of the nuisance ordinance, we will be in a position to begin the process to determine what we are going to do concerning lot #65.  Councilman Maggioncalda asked if we could discuss with the attorney the possibility of fining the owner on a monthly basis for creating a nuisance.  Mayor Corbett stated that once the ordinance is adopted we will be able to establish the guidelines that the owner will have to meet in order to secure a new building permit.  He further stated that we should come to some determination within 90 days and at that point there are mechanisms in place for fines.  

     The next item is the agreement with the Department of Juvenile Justice for housing of arrested juveniles.  The Town has renewed this agreement each year.  Council will vote on the agreement at the town meeting.

     Mayor Corbett advised that the Election Commission met and had requested funds to pay non-Briarcliffe residents to work the polls on Election Day.  Mayor Corbett advised that he authorized $300 to pay poll workers.
     The next item is the Municipal Code Corp. proofs of our codified ordinances.  The proofs were previously provided to the Mayor and Council members.  Additionally, the proofs were provided to Attorney Wright to review.  Mayor Corbett advised that he will check with him on this matter.

     Mayor Corbett advised he received a call from a member of the Church that is also a resident of the Town.  They have requested that we meet again with the Church on the lease agreement.  We are going to make one last effort to resolve this matter.  Mayor Corbett also advised that Attorney Wright is currently reviewing the cell tower issue from its beginning.  He is doing a thorough investigation of this issue and will be talking with Tony Kyser and the town clerk for any information that they can provide.  His review will include relevance to Federal and State laws.

     The next item is the road paving bid package for Ocean View Drive.  Council has already budgeted monies for the resurfacing of Ocean View Drive.  We are currently preparing the bid package for advertisement.  Mayor Corbett stated that he would like to discuss changing the bid specifications to a money saving process that someone has recommended.  With this process we would not use thick asphalt, the suggested process would involve an older paving process where heavy-duty oil is brought in and rocked over it and then compressed.  It does not provide a smooth surface, but would save money on a road that doesn’t have high traffic.  Councilman Herron stated that this creates a mess sometimes as you get a lot of gravel.  Mayor Corbett stated that he would like to see what the cost estimate would be compared to the asphalt.  He stated that we have a lot of roads to pave with insufficient funds to do them all.  The Mayor expressed concern with the lower end of North Gate Road that is in desperate need of paving.  Mayor Corbett asked that Council vote at the town meeting to add the recommended process to the bid specifications as an alternate procedure.

     Mayor Corbett advised that a number of residents have received an email concerning a resident wanting to rent her house on a weekly basis.  He stated he has had several discussions with Attorney Neil Wright, who is currently working on an ordinance to address this issue.  We hope to have the ordinance for first reading for the town meeting.

     The next issue is committee reports.  In addition to the regular committee reports, Councilwoman Edelman suggested that Bob Hock report on the Fire-wise Community meeting that he and his committee attended in North Myrtle Beach.  Mayor Corbett stated that we need to reaffirm the appointments to this committee.  The committee consists of Bob Hock, Robert Graham, and Nancy Edelman who were appointed at the last meeting.  Tom Merrell and John Wylie volunteered to join the committee and have attended the meetings.  Council can reaffirm all of these appointments at the town meeting.  Bob advised that the next order of business is for the Forestry Commission to conduct a tree survey in the Town.  This will be posted and open to the public.
     Mayor Corbett asked that an appointment of a deer committee be included on the town meeting agenda.  We need to get a handle on what needs to be done concerning the deer.  One of the issues discussed was the removal of dead deer.  Residents need to notify the town office and Council needs to develop a mechanism for the removal since we can no longer rely on DNR.  The dead deer recently found on Cypress was believed to be hit on Middle Gate and made it to Cypress.  Mayor Corbett stated that the deer committee he is proposing would not be dealing with the removal of dead deer.  They would be looking into our deer management plan.

     With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.   








Respectfully submitted,









Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk

Approved __________________________       
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