     The Council workshop was held on Monday, March 14, 2011 at 7:30 pm in the town office.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Nancy Edelman









Gary Pell









Abigail Stewart





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Councilman


Dennis Herron

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Councilman Pell stated that they had interviewed three candidates prior to the meeting for the clerk of court position.  He believes that they are expecting some response sooner rather than later.  He suggested that Council go into executive session at the town meeting to discuss this position.  Chief Lamparter commented that we are in hopes of having this position filled by the May court date even though this individual could begin working prior to that date.  

     The first item on the agenda is the approval of supplement 1 to our Code of Ordinances.  The clerk advised that we had received a cost estimate for the printing and electronic media from Municipal Code Corp. for the ordinances adopted since the Town Code was enacted.  This includes the eight ordinances adopted in 2010.  The cost estimate is $1,965.  Municipal Code Corp. will hold this supplement until we contact them.  Council would like to hold off on this until we receive input from our legal counsel regarding stormwater.  Councilman Pell asked David Schwerd whether there is any requirement to do this update once a year.  David advised we are required to have ordinances available to the public.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that these ordinances are already available on the Town’s website.  Council agreed that we will hold off for now.

     Council then discussed beach rules.   Councilwoman Edelman advised that the mayors of communities along the beachfront have met to discuss beach rules in an effort to have uniform rules.  Following this discussion, each municipality must decide whether they want to amend their current ordinances relating to beach rules.  Some of the issues that were considered by Coastal Alliance that are not addressed in our ordinance are:  alcohol on the beach; fires on the beach; glass containers on the beach; fireworks on the beach permitted under certain exceptions (July 4th and New Years); and, destruction of sea oats.  Fireworks are currently not permitted on the beach; however, there is no ordinance prohibiting fireworks in the Town.  Mayor Corbett instructed David Schwerd to draft an ordinance to ban fireworks in the Town.  After some discussion, Council decided to wait to see what the County does since they are our northern and southern neighbors.  At that time Council can consider changes that we want to make.  Chief Lamparter stated that once the County adopts their rules, we could adopt the County beach codes with the exception of what we can’t live with.  Then, Council could pass an addendum that would allow the County Police to enforce our ordinance.  

     The next item on the agenda is an update on lot #65.  Councillman Pell advised that John Long, attorney for Halla Shami was served with the order on February 28th.  The clock started on the 10-day to request a rehearing and 30-day for an appeal on March 1st.  The 10-day passed with no request for reconsideration.  The 30-day will be over on March 30th.  If no appeal is filed on March 30th, then the Town is free to decide how to proceed on March 31st.  He noted that all indications are that John Long is not going to filing an appeal; however, Mr. Jaraki has hired another attorney to represent him on other matters.

     The next item for discussion is the hosting of the League of Cities meeting.  Mayor Corbett stated that they have requested that the meeting be changed from Tuesday, April 26th to Wednesday, April 27th.  Councilman Pell asked if we have reserved the Cabana.  The clerk advised that she spoke to Carolyn Pennisi who advised that Mayor Corbett needs to complete the reservation form and submit two checks ($100 for the deposit and $40 reservation fee) in order to confirm the reservation.  Carolyn further advised that there wasn’t a problem with changing the date from the 26th to the 27th of April.  Councilman Pell advised that he spoke to Jack Cahill, Nibil’s concerning catering the meeting.  They can cater the meeting at a cost of $15-$20 per person depending on what we want.  Councilman Pell will check with the Mayor of Surfside to see if they have any objections with Nibil’s.  We will need to get a head count.  The clerk will contact the cities for this count.  

     The next item is the newsletter.  Mayor Corbett suggested that we hold off on the newsletter until after this meeting.  Specifically, we should hold off on stormwater until we receive a briefing from our legal counsel.  Until we have further information, we will not address stormwater, lot #65, or the beach rules in the newsletter.

    The next item on the agenda is firewise.  Councilman Pell stated that Councilwoman Stewart had done an excellent job laying out procedures for the firewise committee.  Councilwoman Stewart suggested that at the town meeting Council could vote on the operational guidelines and also on the proposed April Firewise Event Day.  She stated that this is a new committee with new activity and they will need access to the budget.  We have only budgeted $1000; however, grant money is available.  She also stated that she feels that each Firewise Day should be approved by Council due to its affect on the budget.  The committee has already confirmed for the April event day that up to $6000 grant money is available to the Town.  The committee has suggested that April 16th be the Firewise Event Day and allow residents to place their debris at the roadside beginning April 2nd.  Bob Hock advised that the committee has identified some properties that need to be cleaned up.  They are sending letters to those residents suggesting that they clear up their properties and advising that they can take advantage of the Firewise Event Day to remove the debris.  At the town meeting, Mike Bozzo will be making a presentation to Council for the Town as a Firewise Community, USA.

     Council reviewed the agenda for the town meeting.  Old business will include:  Firewise:  (Presentation by SC Forestry Service for Firewise Community USA; operational guidelines of Firewise Committee; and, approval & funding of proposed April Firewise Day); update on lot #65; hosting of League of Cities meeting; committee reports; and, clerk of court position to be discussed in executive session.

     Bob Hock advised that Arbortech submitted the same bid for the Firewise Event Day as he did last time.  He said that he met with our landscaper, Thomas Samaha & Buddy Cox and provided him with the specifications.  Thomas plans to submit a bid in a few days.  He also advised that regarding the clearing along the new sidewalk, that they should be able to begin clearing now near the North Gate entrance.  Bob stated that he advised Thomas and he had hoped to begin working Friday.

     Council then discussed the strategic plan for the Comprehensive Plan.  David had prepared a strategic plan for Council’s review.  Councilman Pell stated that the area of responsibilities to Council, individual Council members, committees or whatever, is the key thing.  David advised that the next thing Council needs to review is preparation of the Capital Improvement Plan.  State Law requires that the Planning Commission approve the plan.  Council felt that due to our size and our available funds that the Council should handle the CIP and then have the Planning Commission review and approve it.  Council will need to do a CIP annually.  David advised that even with a 5-year plan, every year Council will review it for inclusions prior to completing the budget.  Councilman Pell advised that Council will need a separate workshop for the plan and should be done in April.  They will come up with some possible dates and determine what date would be best.

     With no further discussion, Stewart made a motion and Edelman seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved __________________________
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