     The Town Council workshop was held on Monday, March 9, 2009 in the town office following the special meeting that adjourned at 7:50 p.m.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order.  The first item on the agenda is the status of lot #65.  Mayor Corbett stated that he has spoken to the attorney again and has requested that he provide the town with a letter with his conclusions on this matter.  The County doesn’t have any legal contractual basis in which to police this building project.  The owner’s engineer did not return the Mayor’s call; therefore, he has nothing new to report.  The Town must deal with the legal issues in order to take any action.  The Town must be aware of the cost in proceeding with retaining this attorney to fix the problem so that it doesn’t happen again and figure out, as aggressively as possible, to mirror the most successful legislation that provides municipalities with the ability to condemn property.  The Town needs to be prepared for the future to prevent any reoccurrence with future building projects that would create such an eyesore that we are all currently reminded of with lot #65.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that the owner has done “volcano mulching” with his trees that will kill them.  Council decided that there was no problem with the Landscape Coordinator contacting the owner to advise that this may kill his trees.   
     The next item on the agenda is the town website.  Abby Stewart reported that the Town’s old website refers visitor to the new website.  She is in the process of building the website, but needs some guidelines from Council on what should be included on the site.  Basically, the information posted on the town bulletin board would be included.  Minutes of meetings, newsletters and list of commission and committee members will also appear on the site.  General information regarding trash collection can also be included.  Hopefully, when the codification of our ordinances is completed, that too could be included on the site.  The police emergency and non-emergency numbers should also be included.
     The next item on the agenda is the procurement policy.  Since we haven’t received recommendation from our legal counsel on the procurement policy as yet, we will carry this over to the next workshop.
     The next item is the ordinance addressing boats.  Council felt that this issue would be good to add to the public forum meeting on April 18th for discussion.  

     The next item is the security cameras.  Mayor Corbett stated that he and the Chief are still discussing whether the cameras would be cost effective if we are unable to read license plates.  The Chief advised that Council needs to decide if they will be satisfied with the deterrent value alone if we are unable to read the license plates or whether the investigatory value is necessary.  Chief Lamparter advised there will be an informational meeting on Thursday, March 12th to provide information concerning stimulus money available through grants for police departments.  After some discussion, the Chief offered to attend.  Mayor Corbett will contact the person that submitted a proposal before to obtain proposal for various levels of cameras.  Chief Lamparter advised that a bicycle cost about $600 with the cost of a rack, appropriate clothing, and a helmet.  Mayor Corbett asked the Chief to obtain the information on the bicycle, so that Council can move to make a purchase.  Councilwoman Edelman reminded the Mayor that Council needed to discuss the crepe myrtles at the gates that will obscure any security cameras.  It had been suggested that the crepe myrtles be uprooted and relocated; however, the town’s landscaper advised that they are too large to uproot; too costly to move; and, with no irrigation are less likely to survive.  The Mayor advised that he had been contacted by a resident who offered to remove and relocate the trees at his expenses.  After some discussion, Council decided to first offer the trees to the Association and if they aren’t interested, we need to advise the public that they are available.  Those interested would have to present a proposal to the Town on how they would remove them; when they would be removed; and, all costs would be their responsibility.
     The next item on the agenda is the appointment of Frank Pennisi to the Planning Commission.

Mayor Corbett advised that Council will make this formal appointment at the town meeting.  The clerk advised that Jim Baldwin has not completed the mandatory 3 hours of continual training for planning and zoning officials and therefore, cannot participate in any planning activities until completed.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to prepare a letter to Mr. Baldwin for his signature outlining this requirement.  
     The next item is budget preparation.  Councilman Bell advised that he had sent emails to everyone requesting their input for the upcoming budget.  He stated that we need to know what projects Council wants to plan for next year in addition to salaries, contracts, and end of year projections.  Another issue to consider is continuing education.  In the past we have budgeted $500; however, he feels that this is insufficient.  Our yearly dues to the Municipal Association are $300 leaving only $200 for conferences.  He feels that it is more critical that Council and committee members be educated on areas such as stormwater just to name one topic.  A lot of these meetings are out of the area requiring travel expenses in addition to registration fees.  He feels that the municipality should assume these expenses and the $500 budgeted is just not enough.  Councilman Bell recommends a budget workshop in April so that Council can have first reading in May.  The clerk reminded Council that all the contracts expire June 30th .  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to draft a letter to John Smithson, North Myrtle Beach for the information for the fire service contract.
     The agenda for the town meeting will include swash, lot #65, town website, security cameras, and committee reports for old business.  New business will be the appointment of Frank Pennisi to the Planning Commission.
     Councilman Maggioncalda advised that he had read the Homeland’s security report on the Mexican drug cartels and their expansion into the US and Myrtle Beach was named as a prime area.  He asked Chief Lamparter if there is a coordinated effort between federal, state, county, and municipalities in this area to address that.  The Chief stated that locally the solicitor’s office hosts what they call the 15th Judicial Circuit Drug Enforcement Unit.  Many of the municipal police departments have given their narcotics officers to the Drug Enforcement Unit with the exception of Horry County.  The Drug Enforcement Unit handles bigger cases with larger operations and are SLED commissions with federal jurisdiction.  Chief Lamparter advised one of the issues he is facing is that he doesn’t have any effective way to hold physical evidence.  The Chief advised that we might need a safe and we may need to look at a towing ordinance for cases involving DUS (driving under suspension).  Councilman Maggioncalda stated he feels that we should invest in a safe and we should have security for our office.  

     With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved _________________________   
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