     The Town Council workshop was held on Monday, November 9, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Town office.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Clerk

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  The first item on the agenda is an update on lot #65.  We plan to send a certified letter from Chief Lamparter as the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer to notify the legal owner of lot #65 of the code violation and they then have ten days to request a hearing.  We may even do notification by personal service.  The five members of the hearing board will be approved and appointed at the town meeting on Monday night.  The purpose is to put the owner on notice that the nuisance is in place and the letter will outline three or four things that constitute the nuisance.  The owner will then have the opportunity to have a hearing.  If the Hearing Board upholds the nuisance, the owner will then have time to abate the nuisance.  If the owner fails to abate the nuisance, then the Town will determine whether we will abate the nuisance.
     The next item is an update on the office lease with the Church.  We have been working on the premise that the lease and the cell tower had to be handled as separate issues.  As a result of a new review by Attorney Wright, since we are not in a position to change our zoning and federal rules pre-empt any effort on our part to ban the cell tower; he has suggested that the lease and the cell tower issues be addressed in the same document.  Hopefully, we will have that document to review at the town meeting.

     The next item is second reading of the procurement code.  Mayor Corbett asked Council to review the ordinance and be prepared to make any comments or changes at the town meeting.  Councilwoman Edelman stated that the code omitted the State’s reference to not accepting the low bid and under what circumstances.  She will prepare the necessary change to submit to the clerk to update the ordinance before the town meeting.

     The next item is a code enforcement officer.  Mayor Corbett reiterated that he had received a proposal from a high-ranking individual employee within the County area.  Consideration of his proposal will need to be discussed in executive session since it concerns potential employment.  At the next meeting, Council needs to discuss what will be expected of the code enforcement officer.  We may want him to be the go-to person for approval of the initial permitting steps for any type of remodeling, new construction, etc.  We will need to develop a job description and the requirements for the job.  This will provide a better formalization of our agreement with the County on building permits.
     The next item is the nuisance ordinance, section #9.101.3(e) weeds.  At the last meeting Council delayed discussion on this issue.  We have asked the fire-wise committee for their review and recommendations on this section.  We would also like to schedule a special town meeting to enable residents to voice their opinions.  This issue also relates to consideration of a burning ban.  Bob Hock (74 Cypress) stated that he feels that the Council should make some kind of decision now about burning.  He further stated that we should get the results of the Forestry survey by the end of November.  The discussion concerning a burning ban suggested going along with North Myrtle Beach’s ban.  Councilwoman Edelman stated we should wait for the report before taking any action.  Councilman Maggioncalda stated that the reality is that whatever North Myrtle Beach decides, we will have to go along due to our fire service contract with them.  It was confirmed that North Myrtle Beach has definitely banned open burning with few exceptions.  Council discussed putting a freeze on burning permits until the next Council can consider a burning ban.  Council will discuss this at the town meeting.

     The next item is the Election Commissions suggested changes to the Town Code on elections.  These suggested changes can be reviewed when Council reviews the proofs before printing.  Council also discussed the need for more stability with a 4year term for mayor and 4year staggered terms for Council.  Councilman Maggioncalda had prepared a draft of an ordinance when he served with the previous administration.  The clerk will distribute this draft to Council for consideration of first reading at the town meeting.  The ordinance would not affect the election until 2011 if adopted.
     The next item is a deer count.  The Ordinance #98-02 requires on an on-going basis to contract for and/or conduct a program of deer population control and harvesting and clearance and/or maintenance of unimproved or undeveloped lots within the Town.  Mayor Corbett advised that he was part of the deer count activities; however, it didn’t seem to be a very sophisticated process.  He feels that we would be better served by something more comprehensive.  Mayor Corbett suggested that we set up a deer committee and was going to talk to Abby Stewart to see if she would be willing to head up such a committee.  
     Mayor Corbett advised that at the town meeting, Council will approve and appoint the five members to the Hearing Board as required by the nuisance ordinance.  Hank Santicola (246 Dogwood) questioned the ten day notice in the ordinance not being sufficient time for those that may be out of town.  He was advised that method of service is either you sign for the certified mail or be personally served.  Mr. Santicola also asked whether the five members have already been selected.  Mayor Corbett advised he has already approached three or four.  Mr. Santicola offered his name for consideration.  
     There were no committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman questioned how the ad for rental property on the website was being handled since the ad is still in effect.  Mayor Corbett asked Attorney Neil Wright to provide legal language for an ordinance since the existing ordinance is non-enforceable.  A more specific ordinance is needed in order to enforce rentals.  Councilman Maggioncalda advised that actively advertising for a weekly rental is engaging in a business.  Mayor Corbett stated that he will request that Neil Wright to send the owner currently advertising her property a cease and desist letter.  Since Horry County business licenses are not required in municipalities, the next Council should look at a town business license.  Councilwoman Edelman reported that Thomas & Hutton has begun testing with the first testing last week.  The testing will continue several times especially through next summer.  We expect a report by the fall of next year.  We will finally be able to determine whether the bacteria is animal or human.
     Council did a final review of the agenda for the town meeting.  Old business will include update on lot #65; update on the office lease with the Church; cell tower resolution; awarding of the road paving bid package; 2nd reading of the procurement ordinance; code enforcement officer, freezing the burning permits; and committee reports.  New business will include the approval & appointment of five members to the Hearing Board and first reading of an ordinance for staggered terms.  With no further discussion, Bell made a motion and Maggioncalda seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.









Respectfully submitted,









Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk
Approved _________________________
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