     The Town Council workshop was held on Monday, October 12, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Town office.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Councilman


Joe Maggioncalda

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Mayor Corbett reviewed the agenda with the first item being update on lot #65 and update on office lease with the Church.  He said that we should add a proposed cell tower resolution for Council to consider.  The next item is road paving.  He said that he is aware that some work has been done by some Town residents to address the drainage issue on Ocean View Drive.  Huston Huffman presented data compiled by Bob Kennedy, John Molnar, and himself.  They are proposing that the town install an underground storm water drain on the south side of Ocean View Drive extending approximately 800 feet.  Estimates for materials and labor were provided.  A budget of $20,000 was suggested with a cost of approximately $16,332.  The project would be done after the road is paved in order to take into consideration the new elevations.  Council will review this information along with discussions on the financial considerations.  

     The next item that will be on the agenda is first reading of a procurement code followed by a code enforcement officer.  Mayor Corbett stated that we have a long term goal to move away from local enforcement or non-enforcement since we really don’t have an enforcement officer and haven’t had an enforcement officer.  The long term goal is to interview and entertain on an as needed basis an individual for serving notice in the event of a nuisance or some other code violation.  As this relates to lot #65, it is our intent next week to have a code enforcement officer or either our law enforcement officer in position to advise the owner of lot #65 with notice of a nuisance pursuant to our code.  It is possible at the next meeting that we will be reviewing a proposal from an individual who may offer his services as he does currently to other small municipalities.  He has planning & zoning experience and currently works for a planning and zoning department.  Mayor Corbett stated that he is awaiting his proposal of services on an as needed basis.  
     Council will take a look at the current nuisance ordinance, section #91.101.3 (c) that relates to weeds at the next meeting.

     The Election Commission reviewed the ordinance proofs relating to elections.  They have made suggested changes to the code and copies of the suggested changes were provided to Council.  Mayor Corbett stated that it is not necessary for Council to vote on these changes at this time.  When Council completes the review of the proofs, Council can include these changes with any others before the code of ordinances are adopted.  Council can review these changes at the next workshop.

     There was some question as to whom would be paying for the clean-up of the stormwater outfalls at the Cabana.  Mayor Corbett stated in his discussions with the Association, he suggested that they consider participating in this common purpose situation.  The stormwater runoff is for the common good of the community and the runoff is going onto the Association property and is creating a situation on their property.  While they are not complaining about it, it is just a reality.  It needs to be cleaned out.  They will likely participate with the Town, but we will have to ask them formally to do that.  Council will have to make a decision at the meeting whether we choose to do that.  
     Council was provided a copy of the report from DNR on the deer count along with a copy of the report for the Meher Spiritual Center.  Mayor Corbett suggested that this be moved to the November meeting since it is clear that we already have a lot of things on the agenda for the town meeting.

     Mayor Corbett reported that the reappointment of Ruth Blair to the Board of Zoning Appeals is in order.  He also added that there will be the appointment of five members to the Hearing Board created under the nuisance ordinance.  These appointments will be done at the next town meeting.

     Committee reports will also be added to the agenda.  Mayor Corbett asked if anyone had any other items to add to the town meeting agenda.  Bob Hock (74 Cypress) stated that he had some things to add.  The Fire-wise Committee met with the Forestry Service on Sept. 25th at 8:30am at the Cabana for a tree survey of the Town.  Following an hour orientation, the group toured the Town.  They noted the fact that we have an ordinance in place to clear vacant lots; our medians look good; and, the homes were in generally good condition.  We do have some bad spots with Patterson Drive and the 40ft. buffer.  We have a lot of trees overhanging the roads, but we are making some progress in this area.  They suggested a Fire-wise Day in which residents would bring yard waste to a central location where it could be mulched and hauled away.  This would help to remove yard waste and remove a fuel source for fires.  We expect a rating the end of October.  Our informal score was 76 out of 100.  Bob also stated he attended a training program at the Horry County Operational Center in his capacity as Emergency Preparedness Director.  The program was very beneficial.  As a result, he felt that it is important that he have an assistant in an emergency situation to assist in communications.  He suggested that Ed Metten would be his choice.  The Mayor asked Bob to pass on this information to the Chief.  Finally, he wanted to commend certain residents who have significantly taken care of trees on their property (Jim & Carolyn Creel, Bernice Dunnagen, Bill George, Jean Meyers, Jeff & Tonya Williams, John Wylie, and Nancy Edelman).  Mr. Hock will make this announcement at the town meeting.
     Mayor Corbett reviewed the agenda for the town meeting that will include update on lot #65; update on office lease with the Church; Cell Tower resolution; road paving/Ocean View drainage: procurement code; code enforcement officer; nuisance ordinance; cost sharing with Town & Association; reappointment of Ruth Blair; and committee reports.  Mayor Corbett asked if any other items for the agenda.  Councilwoman Edelman suggested that Council discuss the procurement code that we plan to have first reading at the meeting and she would like to discuss Waste Industries as well.  Council reviewed the original proposed ordinance with purchases from twenty-five hundred and above.  After discussion of each section, Council had the draft for first reading.  

     Councilwoman Edelman stated that we need to determine the amount that Waste Industries is responsible for due to the damage of the tree on Dogwood by the trash truck.  The replacement value is estimated to be $300 plus the cost of the tree removal.  She would like to see the reimbursement used for other landscaping on Dogwood such as a dogwood tree and mulch.  Councilwoman Edelman will get a total cost for the meeting so that Council can vote on this.

     Councilwoman Edelman stated that she took of tour of the Town with a representative of an engineering firm, Thomas & Hutton Engineering Co. who was hired by the County to do the stormwater survey in the Town.  They will be doing the testing of the lakes and the outfalls for bacteria.  The samples will be tested in a lab in Virginia for human and animal bacteria.  Mayor Corbett stated that we also need to post on the website that the revised tax bills will be mailed out this week showing the stormwater fee.  

     Councilwoman Edelman also stated that we have a hazard tree, noted by the Forestry Service that needs to be removed.  The tree is located on the corner of Middle Gate Road and Bayberry. There is some question whether the tree is located on the homeowner’s property or on the Town’s right-of-way.  Mayor Corbett asked that she have Bob Hock look at the tree to see if it is on Town property.  Once this is determined, we will either notify the property owner or the Town will remove the tree if it is on Town property.
     Mayor Corbett called for any other input.

Judy Ellis  (249 Dogwood) stated in reference to the nuisance ordinance (weeds) that it is important that Council provide a clear definition of brush.

Robert Graham (87 Center) suggested that the Fire-wise Committee should recommend 50ft. of garden hose available to prevent fires.

Joe Eritano (255 Evergreen) questioned why the Town has to pay to clean out the outfalls when we are paying $30 in stormwater fees.  Mayor Corbett stated that the County has spent more than what our stormwater fees generate in the Town.  Joe further stated that the outlets are on Town property.  He stated that if we allow the Association to pay, there are 50-60 people in the Town that are not members of the Association which would require members to pick up their share of the cost.  He feels that the taxpayers should pay for stormwater in this Town, not the Association.  Mayor Corbett stated that it is the Association’s decision as to whether they wish to participate and it was suggested that Mr. Eritano should address his concerns to them.

Ed Metten  (270 Cherry) suggested that all proposed ordinances be put on the website for residents to review.

     With no further discussion, Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.









Respectfully submitted,









Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk

Approved ________________________          
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