     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, February 16, 2009 at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Horry County, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Houston Bell









Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Joe Maggioncalda





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Town Attorney

Natasha Hanna

Noting that a quorum was present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Council proceeded with the approval of minutes.  Copies of the minutes were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Bell made a motion and Maggioncalda seconded to approve the minutes of the December 8th workshop; the minutes of the December 15th town meeting; and, the minutes of the January 12, 2009 workshop.  The town meeting scheduled for January 19th was cancelled.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the December 8th workshop, December 15th town meeting, and the January 12th workshop were approved as written.
     Councilman Bell presented the financial statement and voucher #2008-12 for the period ending December 31, 2009 and the financial statement and voucher #2009-01 for the period ending January 31, 2009.  The balances as of January 31, 2009 were:  Checking  $24,268.92  General Fund  $240,396.81  Municipal Court  $1,305.55  Police Car Fund  $11,206.24  Victim’s Fund  $2,718.40  Contingency Fund  $76,593.67  Road Fund CD  $76,754.89 for a grand total of all accounts  of $433,244.48.  Maggioncalda made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the financial statements and vouchers for December 2008 and January 2009 as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Mayor Corbett advised that Council needed to amend the agenda to include committee reports at the end of new business.  Edelman made a motion and Bell seconded to include committee reports.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Before proceeding with the security report, Mayor Corbett administered the oath of office to Kyle Lamparter as the Town’s Police Chief.    Chief Lamparter then proceeded to provide the security report.  He advised he began his position on December 31, 2008.  The fence at the beginning of Beach Drive was damaged by a vehicle; however, there was no suspect information and no witnesses.  The fence was repaired at no cost to the Town.  A routine traffic stop resulted in an arrest of an individual wanted for assault and battery.  Subsequent to a traffic stop for bad license plates in which the plates were seized and the owner released, Chief Lamparter learned that this same driver was involved in a shooting in North Myrtle Beach and he has since learned that the information provided to him by the driver was completely false.  The driver was a previously deported violent felon.  He has since been turned over to immigration for eventual deportation.  A resident reported a handgun along with some cash stolen from her home.  There was no sign of forced entry.  There is no further information to report on this case.  There was some tampering of four vehicles in various locations throughout the town.  A few items were stolen including an ipod.  With a traffic stop on Center Drive for a tag violation, two passengers in the backseat were both wanted by Horry County Police for burglary and were arrested on the spot.  On a traffic stop on Highway 17, the driver attempted to leave the scene on foot and was arrested by North Myrtle Beach with Chief Lamparter’s assistance.  The vehicle had been involved in a shop lifting the day before.  A vehicle leaving Middle Gate Road with a suspended tag was stopped.  He was arrested on a bench warrant for a prior citation and his vehicle was towed.  In a follow-up investigation involving the breaking and entering of a vehicle with a purse stolen in November, the investigation revealed that a requested credit card was to be sent to a Charlotte, NC address.  The appropriate information was given to the Charlotte Police Dept.  For the month, four people were sited with suspended or revoked licenses; twelve received citations for speeding; there were a total of four fugitives (two for burglary); and, nine citations that included open beer container, running a red light, running a stop sign, registration and equipment violations.  Additionally, fifteen drivers were given warning citations due to no points or minor violations.  He assisted the County in two arrests along with motorist assistance on Highway 17.  In January, the front brakes of the police vehicle were replaced.  He has now received and currently using the body armor provided by the Town.  He returned the loaned body armor to the County and thanked them.  Finally, he noted that his mother-in-law, Rosalie Aragona, applied all the emblem and patches to his police uniforms and did all the alterations to the uniforms at no cost to the Town.  Mayor Corbett asked the clerk to draft a letter for his signature thanking his mother-in-law for this service.  He is pursuing computerized police reporting through Horry County.  In lieu of the budget preparations, he advised Council he can research any needs being considered in the upcoming budget.  Mayor Corbett requested that he obtain cost information of a bicycle for police patrol along with a carrier similar to North Myrtle Beach Police Patrol.  Mayor Corbett also advised that Chief Lamparter is working with Council on the security cameras.  

     The first item on the agenda is the swash.  Mayor Corbett advised that with the relocation of the swash outflow, there is a sense of urgency requiring that the Town take action.  In 2000, a similar situation occurred following the renourishment of North Myrtle Beach.  He has spoken to the President of the Association and she plans to put this item on their agenda for discussion.  We may need to share the cost of dredging in order to reopen the swash outflow.  We have met with the Army Corps Project Director and they have requested that any records concerning past relocation of White Point Swash be shared with them.  We may need to get the previous permit amended in order not to begin all over again.  It doesn’t appear that the swash is correcting itself; therefore, Mayor Corbett asked that Council to consider amending the current budget to allow for the funds necessary to reopen the swash.  He asked if the $10,000 set aside for consulting in the current budget could be utilized for this purpose.  Councilman Bell explained that the $10,000 was to be used for general legal and consulting: however, there are no plans to use this money.  Mayor Corbett stated that he would like to set aside $7,500 for dredging.  Bell made a motion to reallocate $7,500 from the consulting fees for the funds necessary to take emergency action to reopen the swash.  Herron seconded the motion.  Councilwoman Edelman asked if the Army Corp felt that the swash would correct itself.  Mayor Corbett stated that they were not as concerned with the problem as we are since it doesn’t directly affect them and the encroachment is not affecting a commercial or residential structure.  With no further discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.  
     The next item on the agenda is the status of lot #65.  Mayor Corbett advised that he hasn’t had any positive discussion with anyone concerning lot #65.  As it stands, they have a temporary permit to allow for the sandblasting to be done in order to do the testing that will determine whether remediation is required.  If remediation is required, then a plan must be developed for the remediation.  We had hoped to have a recommendation tonight from the attorney handling this on behalf of the Town.  Since the attorney is awaiting complete copies of the County’s file on this permit, we hope to have the recommendation from the attorney tomorrow.  Mayor Corbett advised that obtaining information from the County is difficult unless obtained through Freedom of Information.  He has suggested that Council make changes necessary to require applicants for building permits sign a release to the Town to obtain information from the County on building permits.  Mayor Corbett asked if the pictures taken of lot #65 were sent to DHEC showing the retainer wall with the concrete and debris.  The clerk confirmed that they were sent to DHEC.
     The next item on the agenda is the memorandum of understanding with the Solid Waste Authority.  The memorandum has been reviewed by Council and the Town Attorney.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the memorandum of understanding.  The motion was unanimously approved.
     The next item on the agenda is the Town website.  Previously Chief Edmonds maintained the Town’s website.  Mrs. Abby Stewart has graciously agreed to maintain the site.  She is currently working with Chief Lamparter to obtain the necessary information from Jimmy Edmonds for access to the old website.  They are working to assure that someone going to the old website (www.townofbriarcliffe.com) will be referred to the new website (www.townofbriarcliffe.us).

   Mayor Corbett reported that a resident has recommended a central mail drop box for the Town.  The Post Office advised that they only install mail drop boxes in areas where commercial businesses are involved.
     The first item of new business is the vacant lot clearing.  Council discussed the vacant lot clearing program at the workshop.  It is part of the deer management plan.  Councilwoman Edelman reported that she and Abby Stewart had reviewed each lot.  She advised that some needed clearing and some didn’t.  She provided a list to the clerk.
     The next item of new business is the public meeting to be held tentatively on March 7th.  Council felt that it would be an opportunity for residents to voice their concerns on various topics in this open forum.  Councilman Bell had developed proposed guidelines on the procedures for this meeting.  He felt that with an open forum on many issues with a limited amount of time; that procedures should be developed and followed.  Council had identified some topics for discussion that included trees, deer, and the issue of the town becoming a gated community.  After some discussion, Council felt that March 7th would not allow sufficient time to prepare and notify residents.  An alternative date suggested was Saturday, April 18th from 9-12noon.  The Mayor asked the clerk to check on the availability of the Parish Hall for this date.  Mayor Corbett advised that this meeting and the Council workshop will be held on April 18th.  We will notify residents on the website and also deliver a flyer prior to the meeting.
     Mayor Corbett reported that at the special meeting on February 9th, Council voted to ask Planning & Zoning to amend the zoning for CSC to allow for the antenna in the Church steeple.  He advised that Council is doing this to legitimize the tower in the steeple and allow them to keep the funds they receive for this antenna.  Council hopes that consistent with this plan that the Church will sign a 5-7 year lease for the town office.  

     Mayor Corbett reported on the Solid Waste Authority Flow Control discussed at the League of Cities meeting.  The County would like the Town to adopt a resolution in support of the SWA Flow Control.  Since the County is mandated by federal and state law to control where the waste goes, we agree that the SWA should be able to mandate where waste is taken.  This would assure that the funding would come directly from the waste disposal rather than taxpayers directly.  In order to protect our representation on the Board of the SWA, Mayor Corbett recommended that the Myrtle Beach City Attorney review the possibility of establishing a super majority vote instead of a simple majority vote to abolish the Solid Waste Authority.  

     Mayor Corbett also reported on the security cameras for the gate entrances.  Santee Cooper has agreed to return ownership of the lights at each gate to the Town at no charge.  This would provide the power source needed for the cameras.   We would then only pay Santee Cooper for the power used.  Verizon has offered to provide a cable to each gate for the cameras that will be tied to an internet line allowing the Police Chief the opportunity to view the footage.  We received a general proposal; however, we will need to refine the specifications desired before putting this out for bids.  Mayor Corbett advised that the cameras may not solve any crimes; however, it is hoped that it will deter crime.  
     Mayor Corbett then called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman reported that Abby Stewart has agreed to be the chair of the Landscape Committee.  We still need a volunteer to be the Tree Coordinator as required in the tree ordinance.  Councilwoman Edelman advised that the Lake Committee met and concurred that the lakes were in good condition.  The committee discussed some small repairs for one of the lakes.  She also reported that Hut Moody had done some testing of North Lake and the results were good.  The Stormwater Committee also met and reviewed repair plans for some of the outfalls for next years’ budget.

     Mayor Corbett then called for public input.

Bob Hock (74 Cypress Ln.) noted that the Myrtle Beach Water started the water project on Dogwood & Evergreen.  He noted that they had installed fire hydrants halfway down the lane.  He complimented the effort.  He also questioned when we would get another newsletter.  The clerk advised that it is on her list of things to do.

Bob Kennedy (123 North Gate Rd.) questioned why the Town did not receive the funds from tickets written by other law enforcement agencies on highway 17.  Secondly, the town building commissioner only checks for setbacks and height requirements for building permits.  The County was responsible to inspect the building through various stages of the building process.  He questioned how the building of lot #65 got to this point without shutting it down since the inspections were not done.   Mayor Corbett advised that the attorney representing the Town has recommended a written agreement with the County outlining who enforces what as currently there is no existing written agreement.  The Council wants to make sure that the Town is legally protected with any future building programs.
Bob Hock stated that he agreed with other comments that the owner responds only to legal action.

Pat Walkey (230 Live Oak Ln.) thanked those responsible in assisting in the replacement of their trash receptacle that was damaged by Waste Industries.  Their representative came by today and they are replacing the container.  She also stated that the trash truck made it under the big oak limb on her street with 3 ft. to spare.  She also question what has happened to the neighborhood watch program.  She stated based upon the Chief’s report, they were never contacted by the program to report any of these incidents.  Chief Lamparter advised that he has met with Janice Olds and he is working to get this information out.  Chief Lamparter offered to email interested residents who would like to receive information from him.  He provided his email address for those interested.  Additionally, Pat feels that the Town is being cheated out of funds that the Church is receiving for the cell tower.  She thinks that these funds are franchise fees that we should have received.

David Parry (92 Center Dr.) explained that franchise fees are charged by people doing service in your municipality.  We get a franchise fee from Verizon for telephone service.  We receive a franchise fee from Santee Cooper from the amount they charge our residents which is a percentage that we negotiated with Santee Cooper.  He stated that there is no franchise fee for the cell tower.  They are paying the Church a fee for the rental of the space for their antenna.  Franchise fees that are paid are amounts collected on resident’s bills and paid to the Town.

Pat Walkey stated that this needs to be explained as most people do not understand it.  She also asked why Council was requesting the change in the zoning.  She questioned whether the cell tower violated our current zoning.  Mayor Corbett advised that it is a violation. 
     With no further business or comment, Bell made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.









Respectfully submitted,









Sheila Hamilton









Town Clerk

Adjourned _____________________  
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