     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, March 21, 2011 at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Myrtle Beach, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Nancy Edelman









Dennis Herron









Gary Pell









Abigail Stewart





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30pm and then called for a motion to move the presentation by SC Forestry Commission to the beginning of the meeting.  In addition, we need to add an administrative/police matter to new business that will need to be discussed in executive session.  Mayor Corbett suggested that the executive session be moved to the end of the meeting.  Herron made the motion and Stewart seconded to move the presentation to the beginning of the meeting and move the executive session to the end of the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Mayor Corbett then welcomed Mike Bozzo, SC Forestry Commission to the meeting.  He was present to make a presentation to Council for the Town as a Firewise Community, USA.  The Town is the thirteenth community in the State that has met the requirements to become a Firewise Community USA.  Mr. Bozzo presented a plaque and signs, to be posted within the Town, to Bob Hock and the Mayor.  Bob briefly spoke about the upcoming Firewise Event Day in April.  The SC Forestry Commission has already approved a grant of $6000 for this event.  Mayor Corbett questioned the fact that many of the trees in the Town appear to have a fungus or disease.  The Mayor asked if Mr. Bozzo could send a representative to check the trees in the Town to confirm this and make recommendations of what should be done.  The trees are believed to be water oaks.  Mr. Bozzo agreed to bring the expert with him on his next visit.  Council along with the residents thanked Bob Hock for all of his work on this project.

     Mayor Corbett then called for a motion to approve the minutes of the February 14th workshop and February 21st town meeting.  Copies of the minutes of the workshop of February 14th and the town meeting of February 21st were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Stewart made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve the minutes of both meetings.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the February 14, 2011 workshop and the minutes of the February 21, 2011 town meeting were approved as written.

     Councilwoman Stewart presented the financial statement and voucher for the period ending February 28, 2011.  The balances as of February 28, 2011 are:  Checking  $4,012.60  General Fund  $456,954.62  Municipal Court  $3,869.94  Police Car Fund  $21,305.26  Victim’s Fund  $6,590.95  General Contingency Fund  $102,198.84  Security Contingency Fund  $12,124.67  Road Fund  $78,255.09 for a grant total of all accounts of $685,311.97.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the financial statement for the period ending February 28, 2011 as presented.  The motion was unanimously approved.

     Chief Lamparter provided the security report.  Tickets were issued for the following:  (4) speeding; (1) no valid driver’s license; (1) turn signal violation; (1) vehicle equipment violation; and, (1) golf cart violation.  The patrol car was out of service with a repeat rear axle failure.  The rear axle was replaced at parts cost only.  There was an arrest for the B&E Auto from cases from February 14th.  Some additional stolen property was recovered and returned to the victims. There was car prowling on South Gate Road.  Loose change was stolen from unlocked autos.  Home security video in Briarwood across US 17 was captured an unidentified individual.  The Chief attended the monthly LEN in Georgetown.  This Wednesday (March 23) the Town will be receiving free equipment from the SC Dept. of Public Safety office of Hwy. Safety.  The equipment consists of a light bar/siren package with a retail value of approximately $2000.  This is for our participation in the LEN.  The Chief stated that increased fuel cost is really taking a toll on the police budget for the period ending on June 30th.

     The first item of old business is the operational guidelines of the Firewise Committee.  These guidelines were previously discussed at the workshop and were discussed with Mr. Hock.  Councilwoman Stewart outlined the guidelines.  Basically, meetings must be posted 24 hours in advance and should be held in a public place and be open to the public.  Minutes of each meeting should be provided to the Town office.  The Firewise Committee is required to hold two meeting each year as required by the Firewise Community USA documents.  Prior to Firewise Events, the committee should meeting to identify sources of funding for the event; determine a potential date for the event; contact three contractors for bids; make recommendations to Council for the event; and, once approved, do further planning and flyers for the event.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that she will join the committee as the ex-officio member since Councilwoman Edelman is responsible for stormwater.  Pell made a motion to approve the operational guidelines for the Firewise Committee.  Edelman seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The operational guidelines for the Firewise Committee were adopted.

     The next item is the approval and funding of the proposed April Firewise Event.  Stewart made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve the proposed Firewise Event Day for April 16th.  Mr. Hock advised that the contractor requested that the limbs (cut end) be placed perpendicular to the road and can be stacked.  This can save on time and money.  Mr. Hock received one bid in writing and two verbal bids.  He is attempting to get written bids from the verbal bidders.  Based on the bids, two bids are very close.  Based on past performance, he feels that the contractor that did the last Firewise event should get the bid.  The Event Day will be April 16th and will begin at North Gate.  Residents can begin placing their debris at curbside on April 2nd.  With no further discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

     The next item is an update on lot #65.  Councilman Pell stated that the only update that we have, to the best of our knowledge, is that as of today, no appeal has been filed by the owner of lot #65 on Judge Culbertson’s ruling in favor of the Town’s Hearing Board.  If there is no appeal filed by the end of business on March 30th that is the end of the appeal process.  If an appeal is filed, we will need to deal with the legal process of an appeal.  We have been advised by our legal counsel to wait until the end of the appeal date deadline before considering any other action.  

     The next item is the hosting of the League of Cities meeting.  The League of Cities consists of the mayors and/or their representatives that meet to discuss common concerns and idea.  The Town will be hosting the meeting on April 27th at the Cabana.  The clerk will advise Councilwoman Edelman of the head count as soon as received so that she can let Jack Cahill of Nibel’s as they will be catering the affair.  

     Mayor Corbett then called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Stewart reported on the Landscape Committee.  Council had discussed Mr. Hock’s recommendation at the last town meeting concerning clearing the area from the Town’s boundary at North Gate to an area beyond the North Gate entrance.  She advised that she met with Mr. Hock and Bill George, representing the Association, at the site to discuss the clearing of the undergrowth in this area.  We obtained three bids for clearing.  The lowest bid was chosen and the Association agreed to pay $1,000 toward this project.  They began the work on Friday and is currently underway.  Mayor Corbett asked if anyone knew why the sidewalk project had stopped.  Chief Lamparter stated that he had spoken to the Project Supervisor who advised that the project was bid in two separate components.  The same company was awarded both; however, two different crews were to be used.  One crew has completed their part and a new crew will be back to complete the project.  The project is already paid for.  He said that in the preconstruction meeting it had been stated that the project would go to May 2011.  Councilwoman Edelman reported on the Stormwater Committee.  She advised that the vacuum truck will be out this week or next and they will be checking the outfalls throughout the town.  The committee has proposed that this be done twice a year.  She also commented on the beach rules that the municipalities have been discussing.  The Council has decided to deter making any decisions until we know how the other municipalities plan to proceed.  Councilman Pell asked Councilwoman Edelman about the recent email that he received from a Mr. Gann, who lives on the west side of highway 17.  His email addressed his concerns with trash and debris accumulating in the storm drains.  This is a DOT problem and is not within the Town’s boundaries.  We are currently maintaining the area along the eastern side of highway 17 within the Town’s limits.  We are not aware of any flooding on the western side of highway 17.  

     Mayor Corbett then called for public input.  

Bob Hock (74 Cypress) asked if there is any preplanning for lot #65 in the event that we can remove the structure.  Is there a plan in place?  Is there a target date for when it would be completed?  Mayor Corbett advised that if there is no appeal, we will take immediate action on determining how to proceed.  We are in the process of analyzing our options.  

Bob Kennedy (123 North Gate) questioned the clearing of the buffer area at North Gate entrance area and asked whether there are any plans for plantings, maybe cypress trees.  The buffer was left for noise control and privacy; however, now you can count the cars going pass on the highway.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that we plan to mulch the area and we can review this in the next budget cycle to see if we need to plant.  It is something that we can consider.    

Sue Knight (35 Birch) asked if there is actually 40ft. in that area because it doesn’t look like 40ft.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that they measured 25ft. from the curb for the clearing.  

Lorna Hock (74 Cypress) suggested that there are groups of boy scouts who need projects for badges that the Town could utilize for planting this area.

     With no further input, Stewart made a motion and Herron seconded to go into executive session to discuss a clerk of court/administrative police matter.  The motion was unanimously approved.  COUNCIL WAS IN EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM 8:08PM- 8:29PM.  Herron made a motion and Pell seconded to return to open session.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Councilman Pell advised that three members of Council had previously met with three candidates for the Clerk of Court position and they have recommended to the Mayor that he meet and interview with Mandy Sellers who was one of the three candidates that they would recommend be selected by the Town for the specific role of the CMS System and the entry of CMS data and the attendance at court on the once a month Tuesday.  Pell made the motion that the Mayor interview Mandy Sellers for the position of part time contractual assistant clerk of court.  Edelman seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

     With no further business or comment, Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 8:34pm.










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved __________________________
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