     The regular meeting of the Town Council was held on Monday, September 19, 2011 at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall of the Risen Christ Lutheran Church on Highway 17 North, Myrtle Beach, SC.


Present


Mayor



Ken Corbett





Members of Council

Nancy Edelman










Dennis Herron









Gary Pell





Town Clerk


Sheila Hamilton


Absent


Councilwoman

Abigail Stewart

With a quorum present, Mayor Corbett called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  Mayor Corbett called for a motion to amend the agenda to include transferring funds from the contingency fund to the operating account to cover storm related expenses for Hurricane Irene in the amount of $6,500.  Pell made a motion and Herron seconded to amend the agenda to include the ‘transfer $6,500 from the contingency fund.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett stated that Council will discuss this under the financials.

     Mayor Corbett called for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 8th workshop and the August 15th town meeting.  Copies of the minutes of both meetings were previously distributed to Council and were available to the public.  Edelman made a motion and Herron seconded to approve the minutes of both meetings as written.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The minutes of the workshop of August 8, 2011 and the minutes of the town meeting of August 15, 2011 were approved as written.

     The financial statement and voucher #2011-08 for August 2011 were not available.  Council will defer approval of the financial statement for August to the October 17th town meeting.  Mayor called for a motion for the transfer of funds from the contingency fund.  Pell made a motion to transfer $6,500 from the contingency fund to the operating fund to pay for unplanned expenses for storm debris clean-up.  These expenses are being charged to Storm Damage (Acct. #780) and represents expenses incurred from Hurricane Irene.  The expenses include tree and yard waste removal from medians and town right-of-ways.  Edelman seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

     Chief Lamparter provided the security report.  Citations were issued for:  (5) speeding; (1) town noise ordinance; (1) no driver license in possession; (1) too fast for conditions; (1) driving under the influence; and, (1) proof of insurance.  Local police activity included:  a motor vehicle collision report on 8/16; stopping a vehicle with passenger fleeing a county shoplifting on 8/26; monthly Law Enforcement Network checkpoint at state line on 8/28; stopping a vehicle with driver fleeing a county shoplifting on 9/16; and, a traffic stop with locating a NCIC missing person adult.  The Chief also performed extra patrols during and after the weather event 8/26 & 8/27.  There was also a handful of activated burglar alarms.  Mutual aid was provided to the County Police that included an investigation of criminal domestic violence complaint & arrested suspect off of Shore Drive on 8/17 and he responded to a suspicious person’s complaint possible burglary in progress off of Edgerton Drive on 8/17.

     The first item of new business is second reading of Ordinance #2011-03 to amend Chapter 4 animals to amend provisions regarding limiting the possession of the total number of animals and updating the definition of vicious animals within the town limits.  Councilwoman Edelman noted that the ordinance did not reflect the change discussed in the workshop.  Under section 4-4, the second paragraph should read “No person or persons shall keep, lodge or maintain in the same household in excess of three (3) cats and three dogs….” instead of three (3) cats or three dogs…”  Pell made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve second reading of Ordinance #2011-03 with the change of or to and.  Chief Lamparter questioned whether a grandfather clause was included in the ordinance.  Councilman Pell advised that it was included.  With no further discussion, Edelman made a motion and Pell seconded to dispense with the reading of the ordinance as amended.  This motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor Corbett then called for an approval of the first motion to approve second reading of the ordinance.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Ordinance #2011-03 was adopted.

     Mayor Corbett then called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Edelman reported that she attended the Coastal Alliance meeting this month.  Horry County, Myrtle Beach, and Surfside are going to continue with the testing of the water quality off the peers.  She also reported that the stormwater representatives and she toured all of our storm drains in the Town.  Some of them are in need of repair.  When we do the road work, we will need to change the lip on the two catch basins on South Gate at the entrance.  The current lips are directing the water into the median which causes flooding in the median when we have heavy rains.  

     The first item of new business is first reading of Ordinance #2011-06 to amend provisions of Chapter 4 of the Town Code regarding the possession of poultry within the Town limits.  This ordinance would prohibit the possession of poultry within the Town limits.  Herron made a motion and Pell seconded to approve first reading of the ordinance.  With no discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

    The next item of new business is first reading of Ordinance #2011-07 to amend provisions regarding littering within the Town limits.  This ordinance includes yard debris placed on any road right-of-way or on any publicly owned and/or maintained property.  Pell made a motion and Edelman seconded to approve first reading of the ordinance.  Councilwoman Edelman questioned whether publicly owned property should be further defined as the medians.  Councilman Pell stated that Council will discuss this ordinance in more detail at the next workshop.  With no further discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

     The next item of new business is first reading of Ordinance #2011-08 to amend Chapter 16 of the Town Code to create provisions regarding sleeping in motor vehicles within the Town limits.  Herron made a motion and Pell seconded to approve first reading of the ordinance.  Mayor Corbett advised that this was brought to the Council’s attention by the Chief.  With no discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

     Mayor Corbett called for public input.  Councilman Pell advised that he would like to propose another first reading in title only.  He had intended to include this with the amended agenda.  Pell proposed first reading of an ordinance to amend the nuisance ordinance that would allow for the recovery of costs in pursuing nuisances in the Town.  This ordinance would be #2011-09.  The ordinance is currently being drafted.  Herron seconded the motion.  The Mayor noted that this ordinance would allow us to charge costs against any action we would bring for enforcement of the nuisance ordinance and any litigation associated with it.  With no further discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.  There was no other public input.  Councilman Pell asked that the letter to residents concerning yard waste that was mailed Saturday be posted on the Town’s website.  The Mayor had previously requested that it be posted.  The clerk will contact Councilwoman Stewart upon her return and ask that it be posted on the website.

     With no further business or discussion, Herron made a motion and Pell seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.  










Respectfully submitted,










Sheila Hamilton










Town Clerk

Approved _______________________
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