Newsletter:  June 2009

A report from Nancy Edelman

Stormwater:  In May I met with Mr. Tom Garigen of Horry Ct Stormwater to discuss our current stormwater system, problems and solutions.  The county is working on an updated stormwater map for the town. The committee and Mr. Garigen will be completing our second annual review by late July.  The county will begin surveying our septic systems during this next year. Two outfalls have been refurbished in the past 6 months, one at North Lake off Cabana Rd. and one at South Lake off Middle Gate Rd.  Other improvements in our stormwater drainage system are planned for this next year.

On June 2, I attended the biannual meeting of the Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater Education Consortium where I reported on our current efforts to improve our water quality and to educate the town residents on best management practices.  Habitat Park is the town’s major ongoing educational vehicle for town stormwater management education.  Although the County is developing an educational park outside of Conway, no other municipality has anything as progressive as Habitat Park.  We can be proud of the Town of Briarcliffe for creating and supporting the concept of Habitat Park.

Have you noticed the new sign at the park defining a riparian barrier?  Please take a walk in the park and notice the plants that are labeled “native”.  These are the plants that thrive in our area.  And you might just see the baby turtles sunning on the Turtle Log.

The conservation mantra of  “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” is relevant to what we can do individually to prevent pollution and stormwater runoff. Rooftop runoff is a source of potential pollution.  Two easy methods of catching, reusing, and diffusing this runoff are a “rain garden” planted at the discharge end of your gutter system and or/ a rain barrel.  Although of course there are no gutters at Habitat Park, there is a rain barrel with a rain chain for you to see and there is an example of a “rain garden” at the base of a small hill at the front of the park.

Mosquitoes breed in stagnant water.  If you use “Mosquito dunks” in your birdbaths and in your gutters (those that collect debris and water), it will help control mosquito growth.  Mosquito dunks are environmentally friendly and easily available at local hardware and garden stores. The town will be putting the dunks in the town birdbaths and also the catch basins.

Some of you may have noticed the new “Clean UP Pet Waste” signs around town.  They are reminders for pet walkers to carry a bag for their pet waste.

Beachfront Management

June 3, 2009, Gary Pell and I attended a forum given by DHEC ‘s division of OCRM (Ocean and Coastal Resource Management).  We attended different break-out sessions, but came away with the following consensus:

· Mother Nature is constantly changing our shoreline.  According to Dr. Paul Gayes, the Director of the Center for Marine Science at CCU, our Briarcliffe marsh is now in the natural process of filling in.  Since this is a negative option for our community, we will have to commit to dredging out the marsh and/or inlet on some recurring basis – barring a major storm which could also clean it out.

· Our management of the Briarcliffe Beach and Marsh is way ahead of the curve because of the setbacks we observe and our healthy riparian barrier along the marsh.  However, there are still actions we can take to improve the dunes.  OCRM and the Corp of Engineers require that communities who receive re-nourishment also Fertilize the dune grass annually and replant the dunes with grass as necessary.

· The major shoreline stabilization approach endorsed by OCRM is to improve all riparian barriers (vegetative buffers)…for beaches, estuarine and marsh areas.
Lakes:  The lakes are in good shape and support plentiful wildlife:  birds, fish, turtles, etc.  The carp are getting so large, I thought we had sharks swimming around in North Lake!   

Landscaping:   After the Barefoot Resort Wildfire, it was noted that the common denominator of the houses that burned was the use of pine straw mulch next to the houses.   A very good reason to use hard wood or rock mulch!  Another lesson learned from the fire is that underbrush, defined as fallen branches, vines, tree and shrub volunteers, weeds, etc., serves as fuel for a wildfire.  Wax Myrtle is considered a type of “fatfire”.  It is know to catch on fire like a candle.  To be fire safe, keep underbrush cleaned out and away from your house.  A dense understory competes for the water and nutrients our trees need to thrive. The forest benefits from the air and space created by thinning out the small trees and bushes and underbrush.  And an added benefit!   It would decrease the habitat for Deer!

A reminder…please mow and edge your grass next to the roads.  Grass will degrade the hardscape.               Nancy Edelman

TIP: During the summer, the best time of day to water or run your irrigation is before 10am. Watering before 10am prepares the plants and lawn for the stresses of the hot hours of the day ahead. The hottest hours of the day are between 10am and 4pm. Watering during this time of day causes significant evaporation of water before it reaches the plant. Clemson has estimated up to 30%. Not only is that a significant waste of water but also an inefficient use of electricity for those with automated systems. 

Abby Stewart, Landscape Chair, Source: Clemson University HGIC
“Reminder:  the town does NOT provide brush pick-up.  Residents/property owners are responsible for making their own arrangements to remove brush piles.  Please do not place brush curbside until 2-3 business days before one’s privately arranged pick up will occur.  Waste Industries does provide brush pick up for an additional fee.  To find out about their specific requirements, call 397-5586”  Abby Stewart
