[image: image1.jpg]Town Of ;.
Bfldl’CllﬁG ACFCS




April 15, 2010
Lot # 65 Update:

The Town’s newly appointed Hearing Board met on March 31 to conduct a public hearing on the violation of our 2009 Nuisance Ordinance by the owner of Lot #65 on Middle Gate Road.  The hearing, Chaired by Edwin Hinds lasted over 3 hours and the Hearing Board
upheld the code enforcement officer's determination that the property is a nuisance and is in violation of the Town’s Nuisance Ordinance.  Attorney Neil Wright did an excellent job introducing all the evidence and examining several witnesses to bring out all the supporting facts. The next step in the process will be determined once the owner decides whether to appeal the Hearing Board’s decision to the Horry County Circuit Court. Mayor and Council will keep residents informed on this important matter.

Legal Fees:

The necessary legal work to prepare the Town to deal with the nuisance at Lot #65 has resulted in legal fees which have exceeded our 2010 budget.  However, those residents who attended the hearing saw the town’s new 2009 Nuisance Ordinance and the significant steps taken by attorney Neil Wright to ensure due process for the owner and proper protections for the Town were prudent and necessary.  Prior to the hearing, the Town had been billed $18,900, approximately $12,000 of this relating to the Lot #65 matter, against an annual budget of $17,200. Mayor and Council expect our FY 2011 budget for legal expenses to be back in line with prior years presuming the town does not get into protracted litigation with Lot #65. 

Budget:

The budget process for the fiscal year 2010-2011 began at the announced budget workshop on April 12th.   Mayor and Council reviewed projected receipts and expenses. A draft budget for first reading is expected at the May 17th town meeting. Residents are encouraged to give their input. The draft budget will be posted on the town’s website, www.townofbriarcliffe.us, a few days before the May town meeting.
At this point in time, there will be no tax rate increase for the coming year. The current tax rate is 55.6 mills which is one of the lowest rates of municipalities in Horry County. Initially there will be no change in the garbage and recycling fee. 
Have you completed and returned your Census form? 
SC state participation rate as of today is 68%, for Horry County is 63%, and for Briarcliffe Acres is 25%.  For more information on why it is important to participate in the Census follow this link:
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/
Waste Industries Meeting

Councilman Dennis Herron and Councilman Gary Pell met with James Evans, service representative for Waste Industries on April 5th. They expressed concerns over damage to the Town’s roads and other issues raised by residents at the March Town meeting.  Waste Industries wants to be responsive to our concerns and has begun looking into these issues and how they might be addressed, either immediately or as part of the upcoming bid process.  James also asked the Councilmen to inform residents that anyone who has a specific concern should call Matt Bryant, Operations Supervisor at 843-397-5586 and he will address the matter immediately. The Councilmen are hopeful that Waste Industries will address our concerns about the roads by using smaller trucks. Waste Industries is also looking into the possibility of picking up yard debris and making other service changes as part of this year’s bid process. 

Codification of Ordinances:

The town has completed the process of codifying into one document all the required ordinances with the assistance of the Municipal Code Corporation. The first reading of this document took place at the March town meeting and the second reading is scheduled for the April town meeting.  A draft of the document is available for residents to review at the town website, www.townofbriarcliffe.us. Once adopted, this document will help streamline the updating of ordinances as required or as adopted by Council.
Comprehensive Long Range Plan:
The Planning Commission, Chaired by Dean DeMattio  met on April 12th to start the process of developing the Town’s Comprehensive Long Range Plan.  It has been over 10 years since we had a comprehensive update of the Town’s Long Range Plan.  Meetings will be open to the public and several public input meetings are planned to discuss various issues and obtain public input. Please make every effort to make your voice heard as this process unfolds over the next several months.  We hope to complete the plan on or before September 30, 2010.  There will be opportunities to volunteer to participate on various subcommittees for those who are interested. If you would like to volunteer please contact Dean DeMattio at ddemattio@sc.rr.com  or 272-7369.
Audit:

Per SC state law the town has completed an audit of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. This was done by our external auditor with no significant problems identified.

Two minor items identified were the Victims Fund which needs to be reconciled with an additional $1077, and the auditor recommended that the Town Clerk be bonded since she handles money. Both of these items have been addressed by our Treasurer, Councilwoman Abby Stewart.
Stormwater:

Councilwoman Nancy Edelman will be attending a workshop on the stormwater practices of other local communities on April 29th.  DHEC has reported that they have received a high percentage of the septic system surveys back and they are in the process of tabulating the results.
Two CCU interns with the Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater Educational Consortium will be placing markers on some of our storm drains which say "No Dumping, Drains to Ocean".  The purpose of the markers is to increase awareness of the importance of reducing polluted runoff.

Lake Committee:  
The Lake committee met April 12th at the town office.  As part of the ongoing maintenance of the lakes the committee agreed to the following:  to look into the cost of clearing out some of the dead wood in the waters of North Lake, to have members of the Lake Committee rake in some of the alligator plants that have formed mats in a few of the lakes, to continue placing mosquito dunks in the shallow wet areas behind Pine Tree Lane, and to continue to stock the lakes with fingerling algae eating carp.  The Lake Committee believes that the carp program is working well. Homeowners, who live along the lakes, are encouraged to clear out the deciduous plants hanging over the lakes as leaf drop decreases the available oxygen in the lake water.
Community Wildlife Habitat:  The Town of Briarcliffe Acres has national status as a certified community wildlife habitat.   For information on how to get your home certified as a backyard habitat, contact Councilwoman Nancy Edelman at nancyedelman@me.com or 272-2905.  

Fire Wise Community:
Mike Bozzo of the SC Forestry Service will give a 20 minute presentation at the April 19th  town meeting on becoming a Fire Wise Community. For a list of fire wise plants click on the link below;
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/scplants.pdf
Suggestions & Comments Welcomed: If you have any suggestions or comments for the newsletter, please feel free to contact Councilwoman Abby Stewart at abigailst@yahoo.com


