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February 18, 2010
Lot # 65 Update

The town has declared lot #65 a nuisance and under our new ordinance is in the process of serving the owner of such. Once served, the owner will have ten days to request a hearing with the town’s Hearing Board. The board will hear the case presented for abating the nuisance, if any, and make a final ruling on the matter, which is subject to appeal at the State Circuit Court. Members of the Hearing Board are Larry Flood, Edwin Hinds, Carolyn McKittrick, Gary Randolph and Marianne Santicola. 
Open Burning Ban Ordinance
At the Town Meeting on February 15th an ordinance prohibiting open burning was adopted. This had been under discussion for the past several months. The proposed ordinance was posted on the website www.townofbriarcliffe.us and residents were notified by e-mail.

The council received input from many residents. Some were very concerned about public safety given the wildfires of April 2009. You may remember that thousands of acres were burned, 70 homes destroyed and the estimated cost as reported by The Sun News was $19 million. It was also reported that the origin of the fire was due to a Horry County resident burning debris in his yard. After the wildfires, the town formed a Fire Wise Committee who worked with the SC Forestry Commission. Our town was surveyed and we were rated “very high risk” for a wildfire.
North Myrtle Beach has already passed an open burning ban. Our town contracts with North Myrtle Beach for fire protection.  Without a Braircliffe Acres open burning ban, our expectation is that North Myrtle Beach may not renew our fire protection contract on terms acceptable to us.
The Fire Wise Committee is reviewing an opportunity to have a town wide “chipping day” in March as a way to give residents an alternative way to remove their yard debris. Details will be provided as they become available.
New Part Time Hires

We have entered into as needed consulting arrangements with two individuals who will be providing various services to the town. 

First, Jarrette Jacobs will serve as the town’s Code Enforcement Officer.  His initial focus will be on lot #65 which is in violation of the town’s Nuisance Ordinance.  Jarrette currently serves as a Code Enforcement Officer for Horry County and is very familiar with Briarcliffe Acres and its issues related to building code

Next, David Schwerd, who serves as the Principal Planner for Horry County agreed to serve as a part time Municipal Consultant for the town. He has extensive experience in municipal matters and currently also serves in a similar role for the town of Aynor. David will streamline our building processes with those of Horry County, assist with ordinances, and bring his broad experience as a strong resource for the town. We believe this more cost effective approach will also help to keep legal fees to a minimum. Once David is fully oriented, he will replace the role of Building Commissioner and Assistant Building Commissioner held by Tony Kyzer and Bill Herron. Tony and Bill are owed a debt of significant gratitude for their many years of outstanding service to the town.

Town Attorney
The town is in the process of appointing Neil Wright of Barnett & Wright as the Town’s attorney. Neil has been involved in a variety of matters over the past two years 
related to lot #65, the church lease, assistance with new ordinances and other assigned duties. He knows the town and its issues well and has a strong background in municipal law, contract services and litigation. Please also welcome Neil as his appointment as town attorney is formalized by Town Council. 
Stormwater:  The Stormwater Committee will meet  Monday Feb 22nd at 10am in the town office.

Horry County DHEC, as required by our Small Muncipal Stormwater Permit, is conducting a study of our stormwater system.  Whitepoint Swash (our swash and marsh system) has been listed as an endangered water body and the beach in front of the Cabana is considered to be a  water of concern.  Both have been listed because of consistently high bacteria levels for the past three years. DHEC will be testing the swash and other town outfalls for bacteria counts over the next 6 
months.  They should have a report, including the source of any bacteria, by the fall of 2010. As part of this study, 
they will be mailing a septic system survey to every property owner in Briarcliffe Acres.  The survey will be 
anonymous and we encourage you to be as accurate as you can in your answers.  The quality of the water of our lakes, marsh, and beach is a matter of concern for all of us. 
Codification of Ordinances:
The town has nearly completed the process of codifying into one document all the required ordinances with the assistance of the Municipal Code Corporation. This new code will be approved through two readings, hopefully in March and April and then become official. At that point all the town’s ordinances will be available online. This has been a significant effort over several months and we have to thank Sheila Hamilton, former Council Members Houston Bell and Joe Maggioncalda, the Mayor and Council. The process of updating ordinances as required or as adopted by Council will be streamlined and much more efficient.
Long Range Plan
It has been ten years since the last update of the town’s long range plan. This spring, under the leadership of Dean DeMattio, chairman of the Planning Commission, we will update our long range plan. Particularly, addressing the requirements and funding of some of the town’s significant infrastructure and other issues we face. Gary Pell will be the Council’s representative and work with the Planning Commission. This effort will also be assisted by David Schwerd, our new Municipal Consultant. If you have issues you want us to address as part of this process, please let Gary Pell or Sheila Hamilton know. As we get underway, there will be input meetings for the town’s residents as we seek to identify and prioritize issues and potential sources of funding. The other members of the Planning Commission include Dot Heron, David Parry and Frank Pennisi. 
Landscape Report
The landscape contractor, Pro-Curb, has been using the winter months to properly mulch the medians and beds on many streets. Yuccas that have begun to “spring back” after being cut down last year are being transplanted on the town’s medians where appropriate. This saves the town money by not buying new plants. 

Other on going tasks by the landscape contractor are:
cleaning up of leaves and debris on the town medians and streets including trash from Highway 17, proper pruning of landscape shrubs, removal of dead debris from dormant perennials and mulching at the three entrances to the town. Additionally, pruning has begun at intersections where the visibility of motorist and pedestrians are impeded by large overgrown shrubs. 

Reminder:  It is illegal to dump yard debris or any other debris on town property. This includes by the side of the road.
Road Report
We have recently completed the two year project of widening and then repaving Ocean View Drive. Two vehicles will now be able to pass without one driving off the road leaving ruts in the soft sand. A special thanks to Bob Kennedy and Huston Huffman for their help on the project. We have also patched some trouble spots on Center Drive, North Gate and Cabana Rd.
Power Washing the Entrance Gates
Our three Entrance Gates have been power washed and are once again bright white and ready for spring.
From Police Chief Kyle Lamparter:

A resident on the evening of 01-21-2010 on Birch Lane reported spotting what they were certain were two coyotes on their street while driving home.

The SC Dept of Natural Resources has a web page dedicated to South Carolina’s coyote population at the link below.

http://www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/coyote/index.html
Horry County News: Sidewalks by Highway 17 

Current plans call for installing sidewalks adjacent to Highway 17 on both the north and south bound sides of the road. The south bound side will go from Barefoot Landing to the Mall. The north bound side will go from Kings Road to 48th Ave South . 

   

The proposed sidewalk will provide a link between the existing sidewalks within the City of North Myrtle Beach and the Arcadian Shores pathway/sidewalk system. Currently the county is in the process of installing the final section of pathway in for its Arcadian Shores pathway. The result will be a combination of sidewalks and asphalt pathway which provide a safe pedestrian route from the end of Shore Drive all the way to the City of North Myrtle Beach . 

  

These sidewalks projects are being funded as part of "The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA ) better known as the Federal Stimulus. SCDOT Highway Commission approved funding in the amount of $2 million dollars for sidewalk improvements in each engineering district. The project is tentatively scheduled to be let sometime the Spring of 2010. Special thanks to our County councilman Brent Shultz and Representative Tracey Edge for their efforts
NWF  Project
The Community Backyard Wildlife Habitat Program is a program sponsored by the National Wildlife Federation to encourage communities to commit to policies and programs that encourage conservation, the use of native plants, and the support of non-nuisance wildlife.  Briarcliffe Acres was certified by the National Wildlife Association in December 2006 as a Community Wildlife Habitat, the 19th in the nation to be certified. Many more communities have been certified since then.  Kiawah Island is currently seeking certification.   Forty-five homes were certified as individual wildlife habitats by 2007.  If you would like to certify your home, please check the town office for an application or go online to www.nwf.org/backyard.  The four requirements for certification are:  
· Grow native plants which have seeds, fruits, nuts, berries, nectar 
· Provide water
· Create protective cover
· Make safe nesting areas for a place to raise young 

US Census is Coming:

We encourage all residents to participate in the upcoming US Census in March. Briarcliffe Acres receives credit for the amount of participation in the census. You can expect a letter around March 1st and the actual census questionnaire around March 15. The questionnaire is short and respects your privacy. If you do not fill it out and return it, a census worker will come to your door to get the data. All census workers will be wearing ID badges.

Congratulations:
Congratulations to Council Member Nancy Edelman who is the first Briarcliffe Acres Council Member to graduate from the Municipal Association of South Carolina's Institute of Government. Council Members Gary Pell and Abby Stewart have started in this endeavor.

 

Suggestions and Comments Welcomed
If you have any suggestions or comments for the newsletter, please feel free to email to abigailst@yahoo.com
PAGE  
3

