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July 20, 2010
Lot # 65 Update:

As we all know, previously the owner of Lot #65 on Middle Gate Road appealed the ruling of the Briarcliffe Acres Hearing Board that they were in violation of the Town's Nuisance Ordinance. Mayor and Council were hoping that a hearing on the appeal would be scheduled by an administrative judge for the Horry County Circuit Court of Appeals by August, but unfortunately we have recently been informed that the backlog of administrative court cases resulting from recent state budget cuts may lead to the hearing being scheduled much later this year, and possibly even into next year.

The Town's legal counsel is taking steps to hopefully get the matter scheduled sooner and the Mayor and Council will keep you informed of any further developments.
Budget:
The town budget for fiscal year 2010-2011 was approved at the June town meeting. There is no change in the millage rate from last year’s budget of 55.6 mills. Because the 2009-2010 budget had a surplus, the town was able to carry forward some of the unspent money. Approximately two-thirds of the carry forward amount is scheduled to be deposited into the capital accounts. These include the road fund and contingency fund which can be used for future infrastructure or emergency needs. 

There is no change in the garbage and recycling fee as this service continues to be included in resident’s taxes. 

Trash Hauling Contract:
The Trash Hauling Contract for July 2010 through June 2011 was awarded to Waste Industries at the June Town Council Meeting.  Waste Industries submitted the lowest bid at $13.50 per household per month.  This is the same rate the town had in the last contract so there has been no increase in the cost of trash removal.  In addition, the contract requires the use of smaller trucks in the bid specifications so the vehicles will be able to better navigate our tight streets and cul-de-sacs.
The trash pick up schedule remains the same with trash picked up Mondays and Thursdays.  Recycling is every other week.  The recycling bins and recycling cans are only for recycling and should only be put out on recycling day. Please make every effort to adhere to this policy to prevent mixing of trash and recycling.  If the recycling bins and recycling cans are used for trash or they are put out on the wrong day, they will not be picked up.
 If you experience any problems with service please contact Matt Bryant, Operations Supervisor at 843-397-5586 or our town office.
Currently, a town wide debris pick up service has not been established.  In the meantime, there are many landscapers and tree service companies that come into town on a regular basis. Ask your neighbor or contact town hall for some names and phone numbers. 
Landscape Contract Bid for 2010-2011:

The town received 6 bids ranging from $18,720 to $44,400 a year. Mayor and Council voted to accept the lowest bid of $18,720. As part of the background and quality check, the bid package asked for business licenses and references from previous landscaping jobs. Councilperson Stewart reviewed the paperwork submitted and called the references of the bidding landscapers. The lowest bidder had a face to face interview. Additionally Councilperson Stewart visited the current worksite of the lowest bidder to ensure the quality of his work. Thomas Samaha of C& H landscaping was awarded the contract and is now the town landscaper. Thomas owns C &H Landscaping with his father in-law and they have been in business for several years. He and his family are natives of the Conway area. 

Councilperson Stewart and Councilperson Edelman would like to publicly thank James Anderson of Pro-Curb for the good job he has done as town landscaper for the past three years. He “turned around” the landscape in Briarcliffe. Many long time residents have stated that the town medians and other areas have never looked better.

Lakes:                                                                             In May, with the assistance of Pond Management Co. and some available funds from the landscape budget, Councilman Pell and Councilperson Edelman undertook two small projects to improve the lakes.

First, they treated penny wart and alligator weed in various parts of all the town’s lakes with an aquatic, environmentally friendly weed killer.  This not only killed the weeds, but should help to prevent their recurrence in the future.

Next, at the request of some residents, they engaged a small subcontractor used frequently by Pond Management to trim some areas along the shoreline of North Lake which had become very unsightly through years of deferred maintenance.

Councilman Pell and Councilperson Edelman are considering whether additional work should be undertaken this year along the finger of North Lake that runs between North Gate and Pine Tree towards Cabana Road. They will be contacting residents to obtain their views on the unsightly pond and two dams which are creating a haven for mosquitoes.

They are also planning to conduct small amounts of regular maintenance of our lake shore each year and would welcome your views on areas which should possibly be addressed.
Town Signs:
In 2006 and 2007 the Beautification Committee was tasked with improving street signs in Briarcliffe Acres.  The committee concluded that all signs should be as uniform as possible, using 4x4 treated posts and newels. The new highly reflective signs must comply with state law in size and height.   Because of budget constraints the plan was to be implemented in three stages.  In January 2008, all Stop signs were upgraded.  In 2009, all traffic and informational signs (such as No Parking) were replaced.  For 2010, the plan is to replace all street name signs with larger more reflective signs in brackets, again on 4x4 treated posts with newels.  The treated posts were chosen because of their reasonable cost.  They can remain natural, or can be stained if so desired.

It has come to the Council’s attention that the three front entrance signs, “Town of Briarcliffe Acres”, are in poor condition and need to be replaced. The Council would like public input on whether the signs should be replaced with the same design or with an upgraded design, such as a sandblasted sign with a sea oats graphic.  We would like any and all ideas.  Please contact Councilman Dennis Herron or the town office.
Comprehensive Long Range Plan:                         Dean DeMattio, Chairman of the town's Zoning Board will hold a public meeting on the town's Comprehensive Plan on August 5th at 6 p.m. in the church hall.  There will be presentations of the subcommittee reports for the Transportation Element, chaired by David Parry, and the Community Facilities Element, chaired by Frank Pennisi.  Drafts of the other elements of the plan are in process.  There is a plan to schedule another public meeting to get input on the Priority Investment Element after the August 5th meeting.  The Zoning Board is responsible for the development of the Briarcliffe Acres’ Comprehensive Plan and hopes to complete a draft of all the elements for either a September or October review with Council.  These public meetings are your opportunity to provide input on all aspects of our town to help establish our Ten Year Plan for the future of Briarcliffe Acres.  Please plan to attend.
Stormwater:

The DHEC Water Quality Study is ongoing.  There should be a report of the results of the study by fall.
Town Telephone Directory:

The new Briarcliffe Acres telephone directory was delivered throughout the Town on Memorial Weekend.  If you did not receive a new directory, you can pick up a copy at the town office or you may call the town office to make other arrangements.  The Town would like to extend our appreciation to Joan Gracy for her continued assistance in maintaining and updating the Town’s telephone directory over the years.  We would also like to extend our thanks to Martha and David Parry for volunteering to deliver the telephone directories.

Pet Registration:

Pet tags for 2009 expired on May 31, 2010.  Letters were mailed to registered pet owners the beginning of May requesting registration for 2010.  Many of you have already registered your pets.  If you have not done so, please provide the town office with your pet’s information (dog or cat; name; breed; sex; and age) along with proof of rabies inoculation.  The fee is $2.00 for each dog or cat.  
The Town Code requires that every person owning or having the custody or possession of any dog or cat four (4) months of age or over, within the Town, shall obtain a license from the Town for such dog or cat.  This includes any dog or cat dwelling within the resident’s home or managed by any type of yard monitoring system.
Got E-mail?
The Town of Briarcliffe Acres currently sends the newsletter via e-mail. This saves the town money by decreasing copying cost, labor cost and distribution cost. If you have an e-mail address available, please contact the town office at 272-8863 or e-mail tofba@aol.com . 

Rest assured that the town will respect your privacy and will not share your e-mail address. Thank you in advance for your cooperation
Briarcliffe Acres Town Website:  Please be sure to check out the town website for the latest information at http://www.townofbriarcliffe.us
Suggestions & Comments Welcomed: If you have any suggestions or comments for the newsletter, please feel free to contact Councilperson Abby Stewart at abigailst@yahoo.com  
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