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MARCH 12, 2009

UPDATE FROM THE MAYOR’S OFFICE

The town meeting scheduled for Monday, January 19th was cancelled and business from that agenda was carried over to the February 10th town meeting.

In February, Mayor Corbett officially administered the oath of office to our new Police Chief Kyle Lamparter.  He started December 31, 2008 and provided an extensive report to residents at the town meeting.

The Mayor expressed concern with the relocation of the swash outfall caused by recent beach renourishment.  The Town and the Association share a sense of urgency to resolve this situation.  The Mayor has been in contact with the Army Corp and OCRM regarding an emergency permit to reopen the swash.  Council voted to put aside $7500 from the current budget for this purpose.  The Town hopes that the Association will share in the cost since Association property is also being affected.

Lot #65 was again discussed.  Unfortunate, the Mayor did not have any good  news and contends the lack of an intergovernmental agreement between the Town and Horry County makes the process more difficult to control.  There still is a temporary permit from the County to allow for sandblasting to be done in order to determine whether remedial action is necessary.  If remediation is necessary, then a plan must be developed for the action to be taken.  The attorney representing the Town on this matter will be making his recommendations on how to proceed shortly.  We have also forwarded pictures taken of lot #65’s retaining wall with piled cement and debris to DHEC.
Council voted unanimously to approve the memorandum of understanding with the Solid Waste Authority.  The agreement is required by FEMA in order to receive reimbursement for storm debris taken to the Solid Waste Authority.

Mrs. Abby Stewart is now working on the Town’s new website.  We want to be assured that someone going to the old site (www.townofbriarcliiffe.com) will be referred to the new site (www.townofbriarcliffe.us). 

A resident has recommended a centrally located mail drop box for the Town.  Unfortunately, the Post Office advised that mail drop boxes are only installed in areas where there are commercial businesses.

The Town will begin our vacant lot clearing program which is part of the deer management plan.  Vacant lot owners requiring that their lots be cleared; will be sent letters shortly requesting that their lots be cleared.  

Council will hold the April workshop and an open forum meeting on Saturday, April 18th from 9am-12noon in the Parish Hall.  The purpose of the meeting is to provide residents with an opportunity to voice their concerns on issues of Town business.  Some suggested topics include tree ordinance, deer control, and the Town becoming a gated community.  The Town will be delivering a flyer prior to the meeting with pertinent information.

Council voted to request that the Planning & Zoning review the CSC (Church, School & Community) zoning to allow the cell antenna in the Church steeple.  This would authorize the cell tower currently in violation of our existing ordinance.  Since this has been a long ongoing issue, Council hopes to have it resolved as soon as possible.  At the same time, Council is in final negotiations with the Church to sign a 5-7 year lease for the town office.

MESSAGE FROM THE POLICE CHIEF

My name is Kyle Lamparter and I am your new Police Chief.  You can contact me on my cell #997-9500 or through email at:  klamparter@sccoast.net .

Over the past few months there has been an increase in property crime both in and around Briarcliffe Acres.  There has been some success recently in combating this problem.  However, during these challenging times, no area can expect to be crime free.  There are steps that we, the community in cooperation with the police, can take to reduce the likelihood of property crime impacting our community.

In the early AM hours of February 15, 2009, a resident of The Forest at Briarcliffe reported a suspicious person prowling around their parked cars.  More recently during the early AM hours of February 23, 2009 a Briarcliffe resident had a car stolen from their driveway.  That vehicle was recovered a few hours later abandoned in town.  At approximately 3am on March 1, 2009, a resident of Briarcliffe West also observed a person tampering with a parked car.

What can residents do to protect their property?

When parking your vehicles, please remove valuables, portable electronics, and ladies handbags or items that in the dark might be mistaken for a handbag.  Please remove all keys from the vehicle, close the windows, and lock the vehicle.

Golf cart thefts along the Grand Strand has picked up recently.  If you have a golf cart, take steps to secure it by putting it in a shed or garage or chained and out of sight when not in use.

And help reduce opportunities for thieves around your home.  Keep garage doors closed.  Close and lock sheds.  Lock your doors and activate your alarm if you have one, even if the alarm is not centrally monitored.  Use your alarm every time even if away locally for only a short time.  Report sounding alarms to the police, #444-1520, even if you cannot give the exact address of the alarm.

The strategy I am hoping residents will adopt is one of prevention.  Working together and following some basic good anti-crime practices, we can make a visit by a thief to Briarcliffe Acres an unsuccessful one.

REPORT FROM COUNCILWOMAN EDELMAN

The Stormwater Committee met in January to review needs for 2009.  There are several stormwater outfalls, culverts, and drains that need maintenance.  We will ask the Council to consider some of them for the next budget year.  The outfall at North Lake near Habitat Park was completed in January.  DHEC approved the committee’s submission for the MS$ permit report.

The Lake Committee also met and reviewed some minor maintenance issues.  The algae-eating fish are scheduled to be added to all three lakes in April or May.  All three lakes are in good shape.

I am pleased to announce that Abby Stewart (abigailst@yahoo.com) is the new Landscape Chair.  If you have any concerns or suggestions about landscaping, feel free to email her.  The medians have noticeably improved in appearance since James Anderson became our landscaper.  He has been working on building up bedding areas in the medians.  Introduce yourselves; he likes to get feedback from the residents.

Dog walkers – please remember to use a bag for cleanup.  Also, now that the weather is improving, more of us will be walking on the beach or throughout Briarcliffe.  Please carry a bag with you on your walks and pick up any trash that you may find.  You will be helping your community…and the world by extension…keep green and clean.  Thank you.

Check out the mailbox at Habitat Park for timely information about backyard wildlife and National Wildlife Federation Backyard Habitat applications.






....Nancy

NEW TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

New telephone directories dated February 2009 were hand-delivered within the last two weeks.  I would like to thank David & Martha Parry for delivering these directories.  I appreciated them volunteering.

If you did not receive a directory, please come by the town office and pick up one.  If you are unable to come by during regular hours, please contact me at #272-8863 to make other arrangements.

If you are not listed in the directory or wish to make any change, please contact me.





….Sheila, Town Clerk

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

Town Meeting    –    Monday, March 16th  
at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall

Public Forum & Workshop
Saturday, April 18th 
from 9am-12noon in the Parish Hall

Town Meeting    –    Monday, April 20th 
at 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall
SUGGESTIONS & COMMENTS WELCOME

If you have any suggestions or comments for the newsletter, please feel free to call #272-8863 or email to tofba@aol.com. 
