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October 1, 2010
Lot # 65 Update: 
The appeal filed by the owner of Lot #65 of the ruling by the Town's Hearing Board was scheduled to be heard by the Horry County Circuit Court on October 6th.  Last week, Mayor and Council were informed that the owner's legal council wanted to resign and it is unclear if this will impact the date scheduled for hearing the appeal.  Mayor and Council are hopeful that the judge will sustain the Hearing Board's conclusion that Lot #65 is in violation of the Town's Nuisance Ordinance so that the town can finally move forward to remedy the situation. Residents will be updated as information becomes available.
County Reassessment and Rollback Millage:
This year, 2010, is a reassessment year.  Horry County has reassessed the value of residents' properties by determining the values as of December 31, 2008.  Reassessments are scheduled every five years.
State law requires local governments to re-examine their millage rates in reassessment years to protect residents from adverse impact on their property taxes. Since assessed property values are likely to increase during a reassessment year, local governments are required to calculate a rollback millage. The town's rollback millage was calculated to be 50.8 mills. This new millage will be applied to the reassessed value of residents' properties and generate approximately the same amount of revenue for our town's government as the previous millage rate of 55.6 mills. 

A special meeting was called in September by Mayor and Council for the first reading of the adjusted budget under the new rollback millage of 50.8 mills.  A second reading of the budget is scheduled for the town meeting in Oct 18th.

Residents' property tax bills should arrive in October. Any questions on a resident's reassessment value should be directed to the Horry County Assessor's office, phone number 915-5040.
Comprehensive Plan:

The comprehensive plan for Briarcliffe Acres is currently available for review on the Town's website.  The plan was developed by Dean DeMattio, Chairman of the Town's Planning Commission, with help from David Schwerd, the Town's municipal consultant.

 

 Mark You Calendar!  Saturday Nov 13th is Debris Day. Details below.
Members of the Planning Commission and several resident volunteers completed a review of all the elements of the plan.  Council thanks them for their efforts, with special thanks to David Parry and Frank Pennisi who led special sub-committees to review in detail the transportation (roads) and town services elements of the plan.

Comments and questions should be directed to David Schwerd at schwerdconsulting@yahoo.com, or to Dean DeMattio at ddemattion@sc.rr.com.
Debris Day- Saturday Nov 13th:

The Town of Briarcliffe Acres, in cooperation with the South Carolina Forestry Commission and the North Myrtle Beach Fire Department will conduct a fire wise event that allows residents an opportunity to have their yard waste picked up at the curb, and received guidance in fire wise procedures to protect their homes and community. The Town has received preliminary approval of a grant from the SC Forestry Commission to pay for this activity.
Yard waste will be recycled and may consist of: stockpiled backyard debris, tree branches, dead plants and shrubs, debris raked up from forest or yards, large black bags of grass or leaves. Residents’ yard waste should be placed by the curb no earlier than Monday November 8th. On Saturday November 13th, a contractor will travel through town with a chipper and a truck to chip at the curb. In the event all curbside yard waste is not picked up on Saturday, the operation will continue on Monday. 

This event is necessary because of the recent “Barefoot” fire and the September 2009 survey conducted the SC Forestry Commission which rated Briarcliffe Acres as a high risk community. The Town recognizes the need to remove yard waste because the Town has a burning ban and the recent Barefoot fire emphasizes the necessity to remove potential fire fuel. Residents are urged to take advantage of this opportunity to clear their property and learn fire safety suggestions.
New Building Ordinance:  

A new ordinance to amend Chapter 6, Building and Building Regulation, of the code of the Town has been posted on the Town's website.  It will be reviewed by Council at the next Town Workshop meeting on October 11th.  New procedures for building permits and inspections are being designed to align the Town's processes with those of Horry County.

 

Tony Kyzer, the Town's Building Commissioner, has resigned from this role pending the adoption of the new ordinance and implementation of the Town's new procedures which is expected to take place by early November. Council wants to thank Tony for his many years of outstanding service as Building Commissioner for the Town.
Front Entrance Shrubs-Safety Issue: 
The shrubs under the town signs at all the front entrances have become too large for that space. Even with regular trimming, the shrubs block the lights which illuminate the town signs and street names. Residents have complained that their guests and visitors cannot see the 
signs and street names as they turn into town from Route 17 particularly at night. This makes it a safety issue. 
Councilwoman Stewart is considering a two step approach. First the shrubs would be pruned down by 12 inches. As these shrubs have formed a hedge, this will cause a stick like appearance through the winter but as the spring approaches, the shrubs may recover and “green out.” At that point, the town landscaper will keep the line of the shrubs well below the lights and signs.

If the shrubs, after being pruned down, do not respond well then they will be replaced. Replacements will be evergreen, stay well below the town sign and light at their mature stage and should tolerate the tough growing conditions at the front entrances (lack of irrigation, etc.). Your patience is appreciated while this landscape repair is ongoing at the front entrances.  
Stormwater:

The Horry County Stormwater Division along with Thomas and Hutton Engineering will be at the Oct. 18th town meeting to discuss the results of their study of the pollutants in Whitepoint swash in front of Briarcliffe Acres.  Whitepoint swash is on the EPA's endangered waterways list.
Front Entrance Signs: 
All three of the front entrance signs need to be replaced. Council has reviewed some suggested designs and is reviewing materials which would minimize the maintenance cost of these signs in the coming years.
Pictures of the potential new design and potential colors are posted at the town’s website at http://townofbriarcliffe.us/FrontEntrance.html
New Street Signs and Posts Installed:

All street name signs were replaced throughout town. The signs are larger, more reflective and meet DOT standards. “Thank you” to Police Chief Lamparter for supervising this project. 
Reminding All Dog Owners:

Please remember to keep your dog on a leash and clean up after your dog while enjoying our town and beach. The Town ordinance is quoted below from Chapter 4 of the Code of Briarcliffe Acres.

Sec. 4-11. - Running at large prohibited; dogs in public to be on leash.

(a) No person having the ownership, possession or control of any dog shall allow such dog to run at large within the town, including the beach.

(b) Any dog which is off the property of the person having the ownership, possession or control of such dog shall be on a leash not exceeding seven feet in length and shall be under the control of the person having custody of such dog.

(c) The litter of such dogs and other animals shall be removed and buried/disposed of from all areas,

specifically including the cabana and beachfront areas. This provision also applies to animal litter on the premises of the animal owner.

New “cleanup after your dog” signs have been placed in those particular problem areas in town. DHEC, as part of our storm water permit, requires the town to have a dog clean-up ordinance. 

Defacing or removing signs placed by a municipality is a violation of State law. 

Got E-mail?
The Town of Briarcliffe Acres currently sends the newsletter via e-mail. This saves the town money by decreasing copying cost, labor cost and distribution cost. If you have an e-mail address available, please contact the town office at 272-8863 or e-mail tofba@aol.com . 

Rest assured that the town will respect your privacy. 
Briarcliffe Acres Town Website:  Please be sure to check out the town website for the latest information at http://www.townofbriarcliffe.us
Suggestions & Comments Welcomed: If you have any suggestions or comments for the newsletter, please feel free to contact Councilperson Abby Stewart at abigailst@yahoo.com  
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