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     The Town Council held a workshop on Tuesday, August 11, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the Town office 

located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC 29572. 

 

Present    Mayor    Gary Pell 

    Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

        Huston Huffman 

        Paul Rotondo 

    Chief of Police  Kyle Lamparter 

    Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

Absent    Councilwoman  Abigail Stewart 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  The first item on the 

agenda is a change is the date for the September Council workshop.  The workshop was originally 

scheduled for September 15
th

; however, Mayor Pell will not be available for the workshop, nor will 

Councilman Rotondo.  After some discussion, Council agreed to hold the September workshop on 

Thursday, September 3
rd

 at 4pm. 

     The next item on the agenda is the issue of encroachment with the curbing installed at #1 and #2 

South Gate.  Mayor Pell stated that he spoke to both owners and advised them that the town would be 

sending them an encroachment letter.  David Schwerd, Municipal Consultant provided information 

on encroachment policy with the County that included an ordinance and permit.  David suggested if 

Council adopts this policy or something similar that we would have the owners complete a permit 

application for this work and the work would be required to follow the policy.  If not, they would be 

sent a different letter.  The main thing is that before a resident does anything on Town property, they 

should check with the Town.  Mayor Pell asked that Council review this information and we will 

discuss it at the next workshop on September 3
rd

. 

     The next item is transition issues.  Right now we are working on the process for hiring a town 

clerk.  Councilwoman Hinds reported that they had received a number of resumes for consideration 

and we are still receiving them.  She and Councilman Rotondo have been reviewing the resumes.  

The ones that look qualified are being sent an application with a note that this position is for part time 

only even though it is considered a permanent position.  There was some discussion on the process 

for interviewing applicants.  Mayor Pell suggested that each Council member and himself review the 

applications and rate the applicants on a 1,2,3 scale.  Once the applications have been narrowed down 

to those to be interviewed, Councilwoman Hinds, Councilman Rotondo, and Councilman Huffman 

would conduct the interviews since they will be working with the new town clerk.  They will 
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determine how the interview process will take place.  Councilwoman Hinds advised that she will 

have copies for Council at the meeting Monday so that they can rate them.  Hopefully, we will have a 

candidate by October 1
st
.   

     The next item is the flood plain sewer system.  Mayor Pell advised that he has been speaking with 

the residents in the flood plain to discuss the municipal improvement district plan or the back-up plan 

which would be a referendum.  He has met with several of the residents so far.  Some appear to be 

positive, while other aren’t.  He still has others to meet with.  Councilwoman Hinds commented that 

several people have contacted her that don’t live in the flood plain and they feel that the Town should 

have a referendum to install a sewer system throughout the entire town and pay for it over a period of 

3-5 years like they did with the roads and she agrees.  Mayor Pell stated that a referendum for the 

whole town would be a close call since there is no testing of scientific evidence to indicate that there 

is a problem within other areas of the town.  Mayor Pell advised that he and Neil Wright, the Town 

Attorney will be meeting with Tom Garigen, County Stormwater Manager next week as they have 

been continuing to study this issue and we want to be current on the matter.  We will continue to 

move forward to resolve this issue. 

     The next item is the vacant lot program; specifically, lot #159 Cabana.  The clerk reported that all 

of the vacant lots have been cleared with the exception of lot #159 Cabana.  The owner of this lot 

continues to ignore our requests to clear the lot and fails to respond to any written requests.  This has 

been the case for several years and we need to site the owner as we feel that it has become a nuisance.  

This would require turning this matter over to the Hearing Board for a determination.  Mayor Pell 

stated that he will check with Neil Wright, Town Attorney to see if we need to amend our ordinance 

or should we just proceed with the Hearing Board procedure as defined in the ordinance.  If Neil 

agrees, we will proceed with the Hearing Board and if the owner fails to abate the nuisance, the lot 

would be cleared and we could put a lien on the property should he fail to pay the cost of the 

abatement.  Councilwoman Hinds brought up another issue that doesn’t relate to the vacant lots.  She 

received an email from Kyle asking that Thomas mow the right-of-ways.  One is lot #65 and she 

agrees that Thomas should mow it.  She believes that the house under construction at #35 Birch is the 

owner’s responsibility; #314 Ocean View is the responsibility of the realty company; and, #311 

Ocean View is also the owner’s responsibility and the Town should not be required to maintain these 

right-of-ways.  We will contact the appropriate individuals to see that these right-of-ways are 

maintained. 

     The next item is the Town Code relating to the town clerk.  With the Council undertaking the 

process of interviewing individuals for this position, Councilman Huffman reviewed the Town Code 

and noted that this part of the Code needed to be amended.  Since the Code was written, the position 

of town clerk has changed from a volunteer position to a permanent position.    The Council will have 

first reading of an amended ordinance in “title only” at the town meeting.  Mayor Pell and 

Councilman Huffman will work on a draft ordinance for David Schwerd’s review and he can put it in 

the proper ordinance form.  Council will discuss it at the next workshop. 

     Chief Lamparter introduced a possible grant opportunity for the police department.  Horry and 

Georgetown Counties or the 15
th

 Judicial Circuit of our prosecutable system in South Carolina 
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(Highway Patrol; Transport Police; and other State Agencies) fall under this system and are part of 

the Public Safety network that is administering the grant and is known as the Law Enforcement 

Network (LEN). Once a month, representing the Town, Kyle participates in the Law Enforcement 

Network whereby he joins other agencies at traffic check points where they are checking for impaired 

drivers.  It is a grant funded activity where the departments donate the labor and the department of 

public safety provides the funds.  The LEN needs a coordinator for each circuit to represent that 

circuit and interface with those departments.  The host agency administers the grant over the course 

of the year.  The grant for this purpose is $21,000 to fulfill the objects of this network for the year.  

$28,000 is paid to the host agency and the host agency is permitted to retain the $7,000 for their 

department for the administrative responsibilities of the coordinator.  It is an elective position that is 

voted on by the participating agencies every two years.  The election is coming up later this month.  

Chief Lamparter asked if Council would be interested in him offering to be a viable candidate with 

the town being a host city.  Mayor Pell questioned whether the amount would change at any point.  

Chief Lamparter advised the expense would be up to $21,000, but not more.  The Town would 

execute a contract that would outline the responsibilities and the financial arrangements.  Council will 

consider the information that the Chief has presented. 

     The next item on the agenda is committee reports.  Councilwoman Hinds reported that she hasn’t 

submitted the grant reimbursement, but it will be done soon.  Mayor Pell advised that we have three 

individual requiring the mandatory training for zoning officials (Frank Pennisi, David Buonviri, and 

Jack Himmelsbach).  The Mayor asked the clerk to provide the available Saturday dates for training 

to him and he will get with David Schwerd to find out when the trainer is available.  Jack 

Himmelsbach has decided to resign and therefore, we will need to find a replacement for the Board of 

Zoning Appeals.  Mayor Pell advised that the last issue is the tree in the lake that has caused concern 

for a resident on Pine Tree Lane.  The tree is not dead, just a large limb and it would cost $350 to 

remove the tree.  Access to remove the tree from the lake would require an approval by the owner on 

the opposite side of the lake.  Before making any decision, we should contact the owner where the 

tree is located to see if they have any objection to the removal of the tree. 

     Council then reviewed the agenda for the August 17
th

 town meeting.  Old business will include 

committee reports and new business will be first reading of Ordinance #2015-01 to amend the section 

on the town clerk in “title only”. 

     There was public input.  Bob Kennedy (123 North Gate) stated that when we had all the rain that 

there was about 8” of water on lots #1 and #2.  He believes that if we have curbing in the Town, it 

should be consistent in appearance throughout the whole town.  Bob also commented on the fact that 

sewers are not necessary throughout the whole town.  He believes that except for the floodplain, that 

the remainder of the town meets all the requirements of a septic system.  With no further discussion, 

the meeting adjourned at 5:44pm. 

         Respectfully submitted, 

Signed orginal on file at the Town Office 

Approved _________________     Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 


