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TOWN OF BRIARCLIFFE ACRES 

 

Council Workshop 

January 13, 2015 

 

MINUTES 

 

The Town Council held a workshop on Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 4:00 PM in the Town 

Office located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC  29572. 

 

 Present:  Mayor    Gary Pell 

    Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

        Huston Huffman 

        Paul Rotondo 

        Abigail Stewart 

    Town Police Chief  Kyle Lamparter 

    Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 

 

1.)  Briarcliffe Stormwater Ordinance update – 2
nd

 reading. 

 

Council adopted the Stormwater Ordinance at the town meeting on December 4
th

.  It is 

posted on the Town’s website. 

      

2.) Firewise reimbursement 2014 

 

Councilwoman Hinds advised that we received the 2014 grant reimbursement yesterday 

for $7,715 and it was deposited into our account today.  With the ice storm and 

everything, we were out of pocket about $7,000. 

 

      3.)Firewise Plans 2015 

 

We have applied for a $12,000 grant for 2015 and we have received a letter from the 

Forestry Service confirming the approval.  We have tentatively set the date for that 

firewise event for April 25
th

.  The committee will get together to discuss guidelines for 
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the event.  We may want to think about limiting the amount that residents can put out and 

doing more work on our Town right-of-ways, overhangs, and canopies.   

 

      4.)Bike Accident Insurance Claim 

 

The clerk turned this over to the Insurance Reserve Fund and they advised that they 

would assign a claim number and there was nothing further that we needed to do.  To 

date, we haven’t heard anything about this. 

 

      5.)E-Mail Communication Policy 

 

Mayor Pell stated that when we communicate via email, we sometimes forget that we 

could find ourselves in a position of holding a public meeting.  We don’t want to find 

ourselves in a position of conducting business or sharing views of our issues.  Involving 

three or more Council members could be construed as a public meeting.  This is our 

concern and we have been alerted to this in the past.  This certainly doesn’t preclude us 

from sharing information.  Councilwoman Stewart noted that tofba@aol.com is the 

town’s email and therefore, anything coming in or going out is subject to FOIA requests.    

 

      6.)Expense Reimbursement Policy 

 

Mayor Pell stated that we have a policy that we have followed for years and have never 

changed that policy.  We have previously reimbursed mileage and registration fees only.  

We do not currently reimburse accommodation fees or meals.  We have had discussions 

about it, but no changes have been put forward for consideration at this time.  There are 

two issues, compensation and reimbursement.  Changes in compensation cannot be 

effective until the next election.  Reimbursement can be changed by resolution.  MASC 

suggested that any reimbursement policy should be specific.  We may want to check with 

other cities to see what their policy is.  Anyone on Council can submit a resolution 

document for discussion concerning our reimbursement policy. 

 

Councilwoman Hinds reminded everyone that she will be attending the upcoming SC 

Municipal Association meeting in Columbia, SC. 

 

      7.)Flood Plain Sewer Update 

 

 Mayor Pell stated that he has spoken to Neil concerning the agreement we reached with  

 Myrtle Beach last year.  We are planning to get this back on track.  We will include it in  

 our discussions with Neil next week as Neil is unable to attend today’s meeting due to  

            illness. 

mailto:tofba@aol.com
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      8.)Committee reports 

 

 Councilman Huffman stated that we are in need of hydrant markers in the roadways  

 wherever there is a fire hydrant.  He asked John Wylie to check with Chief Barstow of  

 North Myrtle Beach, to see if they could provide them.  Councilman Huffman stated that  

 he has worked up a proposal for the roads for the next budget cycle discussions.  Council- 

 woman Hinds reported a pothole on Cabana Road and Councilman Rotondo reported 

            a depression in the road on another street.  Councilman Huffman advised he was aware 

            of both areas and will have them patched.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that she has a 

            draft updated telephone directory that will be going out to residents February 1
st
 and will 

            ask for residents to update their information.   Mayor Pell stated that he and Councilman  

            Huffman attended the League of Cities meeting in Myrtle Beach.  Tom Leath was 

            honored and the radio system was discussed with nothing to report.  

  

      9.)Review of Agenda for Town meeting on January 20
th

. 

 

Following the minutes, financial statements, and security report; old business will include 

an update on the Firewise Grant and committee reports.  Council will also have an 

executive session with Neil concerning litigation and legal services. 

 

     10.) Waste Industries Complaints 

 

 The clerk brought up the fact that James Evans is no longer our representative.  We also  

 seem to be having more complaints and problems with the trash and recycling  

 collections.  She suggested that one of the Council members might want to work with 

 Waste Industries to resolve some of these issues.  Councilwoman Hinds agreed to take  

 this on.  The clerk will email her the contact name and numbers that she has on file. 

 

     11.) Vacant lot program 

 

 Mayor Pell advised that we are about to begin this annual program.  Councilwoman  

 Stewart reviewed all the lots in October.  The clerk will soon be sending out the letters 

 requesting that the property owners clear their lots.  We will add this to the February 10
th

 

 workshop agenda. 

 

     12.)Public Input 

 

 Bob Kennedy (123 North Gate) brought up his concerns with Time Warner Cable. 
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They raised his fees and offer no adjustments in the bill for a long standing customer.  

Every year you have to renegotiate your bill.  Bob contacted HTC and they advised that 

they do not provide service to our town as there has never been a request by the Town.  

Bob asked if it would be possible for the Town to contact HTC if they could offer service 

to interested residents.  Mayor Pell asked that this be included on the February workshop 

for further discussion.  Bob also questioned the status of the lawsuit.  He was advised that 

we are currently in the discovery phase at this time. 

 

     13.)Executive Session 

 

 Stewart made a motion and Rotondo seconded to go into executive session.  The   

 motion was unanimously approved.  Council went into executive session at 4:46pm to  

 discuss litigation and legal services. 

 

 Hinds made a motion and Stewart seconded to return to open session.  The motion was  

 Unanimously approved.  Council returned to open session at 5:07pm. 

 

 With no further business or comment, Hinds made a motion and Huffman seconded to  

 Adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 

 5:08pm. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Signed original on file at the Town Office 

         Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 

 

Approved ___________________________ 


