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     The Town Council held a workshop on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the Town office 

located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC  29572. 

 

 Present    Mayor    Gary Pell 

     Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

         Huston Huffman 

         Paul Rotondo 

         Abigail Stewart 

     Chief of Police  Kyle Lamparter 

     Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  The first item on the 

agenda was an update on the firewise event.  Councilwoman Hinds reported that the firewise 

event has been completed.  We had received a $12,000 grant; however, we expended $15,498.  

The town is therefore out of pocket $3,498.  Councilwoman Hinds stated she will be filing for 

the reimbursement next month.  This expense was paid out in FY2015 and the reimbursement 

will be in FY2016.  In the future, Council will need to consider whether we should use the funds 

for clearing the Town’s right-of-ways; continue providing a source for residents to remove their 

debris; or, doing nothing.  Council also discussed residents that have regular contractors who 

haul away their debris, take advantage of firewise by putting the debris at roadside instead of 

hauling it.  The clerk suggested that information forwarded to residents electronically about 

firewise should be mailed to anyone that we do not have an email address. 

     The next item on the agenda is an update on the League of Cities meeting.  We were 

requested by the League of Cities to hold the meeting for July.  It has been a few years since we 

held the meeting at the Cabana.  Three of the cities did not show up including North Myrtle 

Beach and Conway.  There were only 13 attendees.  We provided food at a cost of $600.  On the 

rotating schedule, we should be hosting again in a few years. 

     The next item on the agenda is the curbing that was installed by the residents at #1 and #2 

South Gate Road.  The clerk advised she was contacted by the owner of lot #1 advising that they 

were installing curbing in front of their home due to a problem with stormwater.  She also 

advised that the owner of #2 South Gate was doing the same.  The clerk advised her that she 

didn’t think that it was allowed.  The clerk requested that she contact Councilman Huffman and 

she agreed.  Councilman Huffman advised that he didn’t see any immediate problem, but advised 

that they needed to go through the permitting process.  When Councilman Huffman went to look 
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at the area, the contractor had already dug the trench for the curbing.  While he was there, he shot 

the grade and there was plenty of fall and suggest how they should do it if they were going to 

proceed.  In his discussion with the Mayor, they decided that since they were already underway, 

we would let them do it.  Mayor Pell suggested that we monitor this situation to determine the 

effect to the area with heavy rains.  Similar actions by residents in the future should be stopped.  

This curbing was installed on the Town’s right-of-way.  Should a problem develop with it, the 

Town will have to require that it be removed.  The Town needs to establish a policy to deal with 

these issues.  Mayor Pell agreed to contact the owners of #1 and #2 to advise them that should an 

issue develop as a result of the curbing that it will have to be removed. 

     The next item is transition issues.  Mayor Pell advised the one transition issue that he wanted 

to discuss is finalizing the job description for the Town Clerk.  His target is that we should have 

it reviewed and approved by next week.  Councilwoman Hinds and Councilman Rotondo will 

have the finalized job description with the terms and conditions ready for the executive session at 

the town meeting on Monday.  They plan to advertise in the local paper and also utilize the 

Municipal Association and municipalities networking.  Mayor Pell advised we would like to hire 

someone by the end of September, so that we will at least have a three month transition.  

Councilman Rotondo asked if there was any activity relative to the website.  Councilwoman 

Stewart plans to contact the new person as she had told him she would contact after the budget 

process was completed. 

     The next item is chum prohibition.  Mayor Pell suggested that Council read the information 

forwarded by John Pedersen, Myrtle Beach City Manager and we will discuss it at the August 

workshop.     

     The next item is Capital Projects Sales Tax Commission.  Mayor Pell again suggested that 

Council read the information forward by Keb Johnson, Mayor of Aynor concerning the 

establishment of a commission to oversee the Ride III road improvement program.  We can 

discuss this also at the August workshop.  Another issue to be discussed is the next appointment 

to the Solid Waste Authority for 2016 or 2017.  We plan to obtain a job description and see if 

anyone in Briarcliffe has the background or interest in service on that Board.  We are in the 

process of confirming the timing for the appointment and once it has been determined, we can 

discuss this further. 

     The next item is an update on the flood plain sewer.  Mayor Pell advised that he and Neil 

Wright had a meeting last week with John Pederson and some others.  We had a good discussion 

and heard their issues and ours.  Mayor Pell stated that he asked Neil to take the directions 

resulting from the meeting and organize them in such a way that Council can sit down and 

discuss them as we will need to make some decisions.  On Monday, at the Town meeting, we 

will have an executive session and discuss this matter with the Town Attorney. 

     The next item is the Election Commission.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that she sent each 

member an email to alert them that they need to begin working on the election preparations.  She 

stated that in December 2014, the County contacted the Town to determine the filing date for the 

November 3, 2015 filing date.  Mike Jones, Chairman of the Election Commission responded 
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that it was August 3
rd

 and this is the date that those interested in running, can pick up the 

paperwork (including the blank petitions for signatures).  The paperwork must be turned in no 

later than noon on August 20
th

.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that there is also some 

mandatory on-line training and a mandatory class in Columbia that they must complete.  Mayor 

Pell advised that he will get with the Commission on these issues. 

     Mayor Pell stated that when we were talking about the curbing, he thinks we need to talk 

about the drains throughout the Town.  He believes that if Thomas’ regular schedule doesn’t 

include cleaning the drains, we should add this to his duties even if it costs us some additional 

money.  Once a month every one of those drains needs to be cleaned and after a major storm 

each drain needs to be checked.  Councilwoman Hinds said that she will make sure it is included 

on Thomas’ monthly check list.  The clerk confirmed that the Town has a map indicating the 

location of all of the drains.  Councilman Huffman requested a copy. 

     Mayor Pell then called for committee reports.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that she sent out 

the June financials and noted that the unallocated funds or carryover was $36,996.  We had 

transferred $30,000 of the carryover  of $36,996 to use for the upcoming budget beginning July 

1, 2015. 

     Council then reviewed the agenda for the Town meeting.  Old business will include 

committee reports; there is not new business; and, there will be an executive session to discuss 

employment transition and legal issues concerning the sewer system with the Town Attorney. 

     With no further discussion, Rotondo made a motion and Hinds seconded to adjourn the 

meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 5:08 pm. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 Signed original on file at the Town Office 

    

         Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 

 

Approved ______________________ 


