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     The Town Council held a workshop on Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the Town office 

located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC  29572. 

 

 Present    Mayor    Gary Pell 

     Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

         Huston Huffman 

         Paul Rotondo 

         Abigail Stewart 

     Chief of Police  Kyle Lamparter 

     Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  The first item on the 

agenda is 2
nd

 reading of Ordinance #2015-04 for FY2015/2016.  Councilwoman Stewart stated 

that she had forwarded a draft copy of the budget to Council members for their review.  Each 

year she requests the assessed value for real estate, personal property, and vehicles from the 

County.  The real estate assessment was $200,000 less than last year.  This equates to about 

$9,000 less revenue.  Our total revenue is $404,060.  Councilwoman Stewart briefly reviewed 

the expenditures as discussed in the budget workshop.  Mayor Pell questioned the budgeted 

amount for fire protection.  Currently, we have budgeted $65,000; however, we will need to 

increase this to $68,640.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that she will change the amount to 

$68,640 and we will take more money from the general fund.  Mayor Pell also questioned that 

this budget has nothing for the road work except for the $5000 for road maintenance repairs.  We 

have decided to defer any road work until we can get the litigation settled.  Then we can amend 

our budget to include road work.   Councilwoman Stewart will finalize the budget and Council 

will have second reading at the town meeting on June 15
th

. 

     Mayor Pell explained the fire contract issue.  He stated that North Myrtle Beach submitted 

their proposal for the fire contract and it was considerably higher than what we were paying 

previously.    Under their process, they use a formula and just plug in the appropriate figures.  

This results in us paying the same cost per household as if we lived in North Myrtle Beach.  We 

then checked to see what the County could do since their fire station is on Lake Arrowhead 

Road.  Mayor Pell spoke to Fred Crosby, County Fire Chief and he had agreed to $5,200 per 

month with a 5-year contract with no increase.  However, in the midst of our discussions, Mr. 

Crosby lost his job and was no longer in a position to negotiate.  Mayor Pell followed up with the 
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County Administrator and in order to provide fire service, we ran the figures and it would be 

$112,000 per year.  Mayor Pell then spoke to Mike Mahaney, City Manager for North Myrtle 

Beach to see if there was any flexibility in their proposal.  The proposal is for $68,640 the first 

year; $74,880 the second year; and, $74,880 for the next four years.  Council agreed that this is 

our only option and will lock us in to a five year contract.  Mayor Pell will contact Bruce Young 

at NMB tomorrow to execute the contract. 

     The next item is an update on the firewise event.  Councilwoman Hinds advised that the 

contractor started at South Gate last week and worked two days before being rained out.  They 

made it through South Gate and Middle Gate, but haven’t completed all of Center Drive.  They 

got the cul-de-sacs off of Middle Gate.  Councilman Rotondo commented that they picked up all 

the bags before getting all of the debris.  Councilwoman Hinds stated that they are working at a 

good pace.  Instead of taking the debris to the landfill, they are using a company in Socastee, that 

most tree people use, and in their bid the $150 an hour includes the tipping fee.  So we don’t 

have an additional tipping fee.  She also noted that she has received positive feedback from 

residents.  She expects the work to be completed in 5-6 more days. 

     The next item is transition issues.  Mayor Pell asked that this item be kept on each workshop 

agenda for an on-going discussion.  Councilman Huffman asked if we plan to hire a town clerk 

by September.  Councilman Rotondo agreed that is optimal.  He also stated that there are other 

transitional issue specifically the treasurer’s position and where information is obtained and from 

whom.  Councilwoman Stewart plans to get with the web master to work on the transition of the 

Town’s website.  Councilman Huffman recommended that we should be advertising for the 

clerk’s position in July.  Mayor Pell suggested that in the July workshop we need further 

discussion on these transition issues. 

     The next item is a lot clearing update.  The clerk reported that there are three lots left for 

Thomas to clear plus lot #159 that needs to go to the Hearing Board as a nuisance.  The three lots 

are #58 Bayberry; #101 Holly; and #149 Cabana.  Thomas began clearing #58 Bayberry and the 

bushhog machine broke down and he had to replace a part.  Thomas was advised to have the 

remaining lots cleared by the end of June.  Mayor Pell concluded that #159 Cabana will be the 

only lot that we will need to send to the Hearing Board.  Mayor Pell stated he will talk to Neil 

about how to proceed.  Councilwoman Hinds stated that Thomas will be working on mowing 

along hwy. 17.  She will check with him about removal of the weeds growing in the curb and 

spraying the weeds on the sidewalk.   

     The next item is the flood plain sewer system.  Mayor Pell stated that he and Neil attended the 

Myrtle Beach workshop two weeks ago and he made an appeal to their Council to help us fund 

and complete the flood plain sewer system.  Mayor Pell and Neil will meet with John Pederson 

(City Manager Myrtle Beach), Tom Ellenberg (City Attorney), and Ron Andrews (Assistant City 

Manager) next week.  We hope that in this meeting that we can come up with a specific game 

plan and we can begin to talk to the residents.  If we leave this meeting without having a plan, we 

will need to go to plan B and have a referendum.  Mayor Pell stated that he is hopeful that we 

will be able to resolve this with Myrtle Beach.  
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     The next item is the Juvenile Justice Agreement for 7/1/15 to 6/30/15.  Each year Council 

signs this agreement along with a purchase order for $400 to provide housing for juveniles that 

Chief Lamparter may arrest as they cannot be housed with regular inmates and must be 

transported to Columbia.  To date, we have not had to use this service.  With no discussion by 

Council, we will include this on the town meeting agenda for a vote. 

     Council reviewed the agenda for the town meeting.  Old business will include 2
nd

 reading of 

Ordinance #2015-04 budget ordinance for FY2015/2016 and committee reports.  New business 

will include the Juvenile Justice Agreement. 

     Mayor Pell called for committee reports.  Councilman Rotondo reported that we are working 

on the algae and the alligator weeds in the lake.  He also advised that there is a tree leaning over 

the lake significantly at 155 Pine Tree Lane.  He added that there is a large limb in the water.  

Mayor Pell stated that he thinks the tree is ok, it is just this is a large limb.  Councilman Huffman 

agreed to take a look at it.  He also advised that Mack Vereen took down a large dead tree on 

North Gate.  Another issue that was brought to our attention is the drainage along the east side of 

Ocean View at 315.  Councilman Huffman has looked into remedies and costs to fix this 

problem.  He and the Mayor plan to meet with the Coppedge’s and explore these options.  The 

costs were from $3,600 - $5,400 - $9,000.  Councilman Huffman also suggested we might want 

to consider signage indicating a “soft shoulder”.  Mayor Pell stated that will include this in their 

discussions. 

     With no further discussion, Stewart made a motion and Rotondo seconded to go into 

executive session to receive an update on legal matters from the Town Attorney via telephone.  

The motion was unanimously approved.  COUNCIL WAS IN EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM 

5:15PM-5:38PM. 

Rotondo made a motion and Hinds seconded to return to open session.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.  No action was taken in executive session.  Rotondo made a motion and 

Hinds seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting 

adjourned at 5:40pm. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

     Signed original on file at the Town Office 

         Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 

 

Approved _____________________    

      


