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     The Town Council held a workshop on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the Town office 

located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC  29572. 

 

 Present    Mayor    Gary Pell 

     Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

         Huston Huffman 

         Paul Rotondo 

         Abigail Stewart 

     Chief of Police  Kyle Lamparter 

     Town Attorney  Neil Wright 

     Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 3:55pm.  The first item on the 

agenda is 2
nd

 reading of Ordinance #2015-03 to amend the budget for FY2014/2015.  Council 

had reviewed a draft ordinance last month.  We have now received all of the legal bills through 

March in order to make the necessary adjustments to the budget.  Councilwoman Hinds asked if 

we will need to make any adjustments for the FY2015/2016.  Mayor Pell stated that he has 

agreed to provide us with monthly billings and he believes that we have estimated accordingly 

the legal expenses for the next budget.  Councilwoman Hinds stated it is imperative that the 

Town Attorney bill us monthly in order for Council to be able to project our expenses for the 

budget.  Council will vote on 2
nd

 reading of the amended budget at the Town meeting on 

Monday, May 18
th

. 

     The next item on the agenda is the budget to purchase a new police vehicle.  Mayor Pell 

summarized the information provided by Chief Lamparter along with the figures previously 

discussed.  In the past, the Town has purchased a new police vehicle with funds provided in the 

Police Car Fund established with a $5,000 deposit into the fund each year for this purpose.  We 

have various repairs with the current vehicle.  The current vehicle will be four years old in 

October.  With further discussion, Council decided that we should order the new vehicle in order 

to take delivery in October and that we should purchase the extended warranty as recommended 

by  Chief Lamparter.   

     The next item is first reading of Ordinance #2015-04 to budget for FY2015/2016.  Council 

will have first reading at the May 18
th

 town meeting and second reading will be at the June 15
th

 

town meeting.  Councilwoman Stewart has prepared a draft ordinance for Council’s review.  One 
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of the line items Council needs to look at is fire protection.  Our current contract with North 

Myrtle Beach expires June 30, 2015.  We have obtained a new proposal from North Myrtle 

Beach with a 20% increase over two years with 10% the first year and 10% the second year.  

This would take our monthly payment from $5,200 to $6,240 each month.  Additionally, they 

would like to enter into a five year agreement.  Mayor Pell then wanted to see if we have any 

other options.  Our only other option would be an agreement with Horry County as they have a 

station on Lake Arrowhead Road.  Their current ISO rating is a 5 and North Myrtle Beach has an 

ISO rating of a 3.  Mayor Pell stated that he checked with three homeowner insurance agents to 

check on the effect of different ISO ratings.  All agreed that the difference between an ISO rating 

of a 5 or a 3 had little or no difference.  There doesn’t seem to be a difference unless you go 

above a 6 ISO rating.  Mayor Pell advised that he has spoke to Chief Fred Crosby, Horry County 

Fire Chief and he feels certain that the County’s ISO rating will be going from a 5 to a 4 in 

September.  Councilman Rotondo suggested that if we went with the County, if their ISO rating 

went above 5 that we could be released from the contract.  Mayor Pell felt this was possible.  

Councilwoman Stewart stated that our current contract with North Myrtle Beach allows for an 

extension whereby we can pay month by month.  Mayor Pell stated that he would like to get the 

County locked down and we can go back to North Myrtle Beach and see if we can renegotiate an 

acceptable agreement. 

     The next item is the Firewise Event scheduled for May 30
th

.  Councilwoman Hinds advised 

that John Wiley is going to contact North Myrtle Beach’s Fire Chief in order to have a fire truck 

on Middle Gate Road to hand out educational information on Saturday, May 30
th

.  We are 

placing an ad in the paper on Wednesday for a contractor to chip and remove the debris.  Bids 

will be due by 5pm on Wednesday, May 20
th

.  Council will have a special meeting on Thursday, 

May 21
st
 at 10am to open the bids.  Our grant is for $12,000.  We will do this event now and if 

there is any money left, we will consider doing the Town’s right-of-ways at a later time. 

     Mayor Pell advised that Houston Bell’s term on the Planning Commission has expired and he 

has agreed to serve another term.  Kate Philips has agreed to fill the vacancy of Mary Ann 

Santicola on the Hearing Board as she has moved.  We also have an opening on the Hearing 

Board as Gary Randolph requested his position to be filled due to his traveling so much.  

Councilman Huffman suggested Rick Marcozzi.  He will contact him to see if he is interested. 

We plan to swear-in Houston Bell and Kate Philips at the town meeting on Monday.  If Rick 

Marcozzi is interested and available, we can swear him in at the same time. 

     The next item is committee reports.  Councilman Huffman stated that we got a contract on the 

heat pump.  We have a 2.5 ton unit that is 13 yrs. old.  It will cost approximately $4,000 when 

we have to replace it which may be in a year or two.  He also got two estimates on the roof at 

$8,500 each.  We may need to replace it in a year or two.  Mayor Pell suggested that we may 

want to set aside money in our budget for FY2015/2016 a fund to allow for major repairs to the 

town office.  Councilman Huffman stated that he thinks it’s time for Thomas to cut Hwy. 17 

again.  Councilman Rotondo also mentioned the grass growing in the sidewalk cracks and the 

curbing.  Council also discussed various issues about drainage.  Councilwoman Stewart advised 
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that she has spoken to Ray Cooper about the financials and worked out a plan to enable us to 

receive them with enough time for Council to review.  For the most part, we have received them 

in a timely manner with the exception of March and April which is tax time.  Councilman 

Rotondo reported that the algae and alligator weeds in the lake will be taken care of shortly. 

     Council review the agenda for the town meeting.  Old business will consist of the 2
nd

 reading 

of Ordinance #2015-03 to amend the budget for FY2014/2015 and committee reports.  New 

business will include the swearing-in of Houston Bell to the Planning Commission; Kate Philips 

and Rick Marcozzi to the Hearing Board , and first reading of Ordinance #2015-04 budget for 

FY2015/2016. 

     With no further discussion, Stewart made a motion and Huffman seconded to go into 

executive session to discuss litigation matters.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 5:20PM. 

 

COUNCIL RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 6:15PM.  Stewart made a motion and 

Huffman seconded to return to open session.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Stewart 

then made a motion and Huffman seconded to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:16PM. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

   Signed original on file at the Town Office 

         Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 

 

Approved __________________________    


