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     The Town Council held a Town meeting on Monday, February 16, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the 

Town office located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC  29572. 

 

 Present    Mayor    Gary Pell 

     Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

         Huston Huffman 

         Paul Rotondo 

         Abigail Stewart 

     Town Police Chief  Kyle Lamparter 

 Absent    Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  Mayor Pell 

proceeded with the approval of minutes for the January 13
th

 workshop and the January 20
th

 town 

meeting.  Copies of the minutes were previously distributed to Council and were available to the 

public.  Rotondo made a motion and Hinds seconded to approve the minutes of both the January 

13
th

 workshop and the January 20
th

 town meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The 

minutes of the January 13, 2015 workshop and the minutes of the January 20, 2015 town meeting 

were approved as written. 

     Councilwoman Stewart presented the January 2015 financial statement and voucher #2015-

01.  She noted that we had received $154,421 in real estate taxes in January toward our budgeted 

amount of $270,000.  Stewart made a motion and Huffman seconded to approve the financial 

statement and voucher for the period ending January 31, 2015.  The motion was unanimously 

approved.  The audit is just about complete.  Councilwoman Stewart stated that she is currently 

reviewing a draft.  We should have the audit complete by the end of the month.  Councilwoman 

Stewart advised that she has been working with Wells Fargo as we aren’t pleased with the fees 

being charged on our new Government checking account.  They have increased considerably.  

Federal regulations require that our account be established as government, not business accounts 

since we are a municipality.  We have checked with other banks and Wells Fargo is looking into 

increasing our interest rates and lowering our fees.  She will continue working to get the best 

rates for our accounts. 

     Chief Lamparter provided the security report for the period January 20, 2015 to February 16, 

2015.  There were 27 incidents or calls for service that included:  (2) driving under suspension; 

(2) vehicle registration violations; (1) driving under the influence; (1) speeding; (1) burglary 2
nd
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degree non-violent; (1) safecracking and there was one active alarm.  January 21
st
 there was a 

traffic complaint with regard to a sink hole on Ocean View Drive that has since been repaired.  

January 22
nd

, a complaint of a suspicious person at a house for sale.  One suspect was arrested on 

the scene for burglary 2
nd

 degree noon-violent and safecracking.  February 8
th

, suspect and 

suspect vehicle in a shooting incident from Myrtle Beach was found near the intersection of 

Center Drive and Middle Gate Road.  The suspect was detained with back up assistance from 

Horry County Police.   One suspect was charged by Myrtle Beach Police Dept. with unlawful 

carrying of a pistol and shooting in the city limits.  Assistance to other Law Enforcement 

Agencies:  January 26
th

 HCPD suspicious vehicle at Scotchman on Hilton Rd.; February 2
nd

 

MBPD car in the ditch MVA on 17 bypass near 48
th

 Avenue North and HCPD officer needed 

assistance on Maison Ct. at a domestic; February 3
rd

 SCHP vehicle pursuit, vehicle crashed in a 

ditch, foot pursuit on Carolina Forest Blvd.  I secured the abandoned suspect vehicle and police 

vehicle pending arrival of additional back up resources.  All traffic signs in proper position and 

visible. 

     The first item of old business is the sewer system update and first reading of Ordinance 

#2015-01 in title only to amend the Stormwater Ordinance.  At the workshop, we reviewed a 

letter being sent to the City of North Myrtle Beach in response to their inquiry.  Mayor Pell 

reported that we are back on track to move the sewer system forward.  He and our town attorney, 

Neil Wright, met with the city attorney for North Myrtle Beach and the city manager due to their 

concern with the slow movement in completing the sewer system.  We provided in full detail 

what is being done the complete the system and answered all of their questions.  We asked for 

any assistance they could provide to get Myrtle Beach to move on this project.  A copy of our 

letter was forwarded to both the city manager and Mayor Rhodes.  Since Myrtle Beach owns the 

system, we are hopeful that they will see that we need their assistance in getting the project 

completed.  The first reading of Ordinance #2015-01 should be under new business, so we will 

delay this until later in the meeting. 

     With the clerk’s absence, Councilwoman Stewart read the report Sheila prepared on the 

vacant lot program that she oversees.  There are nine lots to be cleared.  Bids were obtained for 

each of these lots from:  C&H Lawn Care (Thomas Samaha); M&M Tree Service; Vereen Tree 

Service; and, Wayne’s Tree Service.  One of the lots is #65 that the Town is paying for due to the 

on-going litigation and existing liens including our own.  C&H Lawn Care was the low bid for 

lot #65 and Thomas started clearing it Friday, Feb. 13
th

.  Not sure if completed yet.  Letters were 

mailed to the other 8 lot owners on January 30
th

 and included the bids; the quotes from each 

contractor; and, a copy of the Town Code on property stewardship.  The letter also indicated that 

the lot should be cleared by March 1
st
.  As of today, I have received one reply from #225 Live 

Oak with a check payable to C&H Lawn Care.  Thomas should begin clearing this lot soon.  

     Councilman Rotondo reported on the meeting with HTC.  Following a resident’s suggestion 

to see if HTC could provide an alternative option for cable, phone, and internet; Council 

arranged to meet on February 5
th

 with their sale representative.  They plan to do a feasibility 

study to see if it is financially viable for them.  Fiber optics are installed underground and they 
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plan to check with Santee Cooper to see if they might be interested in a joint venture.  They 

would also need to determine where septic systems are located.  We have made available a series 

of map in order assist their engineers.  Once they have a proposal, they would hold public 

meetings and provide cost information in order to secure commitments from residents whereby 

they could determine whether it would be feasible.  It would take six months to put the program 

together. 

     Mayor Pell then called for committee reports.  Councilman Huffman provided a road work 

update.  During the past five years, Council has made a concerted effort to perform needed road 

repairs while repaving and sealing as needed. A new Road Plan was produced in 2010 and in the 

following 5 years a concerted effort was made to follow this plan to bring our roads into 

compliance.  The following was accomplished: 

1.  Repaired 56 areas where pavement was broken or raised due to tree 

roots, faulty paving, or low, standing water. 

2. Sealed 33,908 Sq. Yds. of pavement or 40% of Town Roads at a cost 

of $32,945. 

3. Repaved 14,286 Sq. Yds. of pavement or 17% OF Town Roads at a 

cost of $117,075. 

Plans are to seal all remaining roads in the next 2-3 years as funds are available.  Councilman 

Huffman stated that at the workshop, Kyle brought up the issue of adding fill dirt in the medians 

to prevent further cracking of the roadway edges.  He has contacted three contractors for 

estimates and plans to take care of this.   

     The first item of new business is Resolution #2015-01 endorsing the updated 2011 Horry 

County Solid Waste Management Plan.  The resolution was provided by Horry County.  David 

Schwerd has reviewed the resolution and had no comment.  Councilman Rotondo commented 

that the goal is to have 40% of our refuse be recyclables.  With no further comment, Rotondo 

made a motion and Hinds seconded to approve Resolution #2015-01.  The motion was 

unanimously approved. 

     The next item of new business is first reading of Ordinance #2015-01 in title only to amend 

the stormwater ordinance and the nuisance ordinance.  Pell made a motion and Huffman 

seconded to approve first reading of the ordinance in title only.  Council will review this at the 

next workshop with all of the attachments.  With no further comment, the motion was unanimous 

to approve first reading of Ordinance #2015-01 in title only. 

     Mayor Pell then called for public input. 

Ed Metten (270 Cherry) questioned whether the floodplain is just a certain area or does it include 

the whole town.  Mayor Pell stated that the floodplain is defined as 25 homes closest to the ocean 

that has access to the main sewer line along Beach Drive, Ocean View Drive, and the properties 

east of North Lake on Cabana.  He said that the system was designed to only be utilized to be 

utilized by those 25 homes.  The main line is already installed; however, we do not have all the 

pumping stations. 
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Robert Graham (87 Center) stated that we should establish a sewer district for that area.  He also 

stated that the system was designed for 21 houses with two bedrooms.  He said he is sure that 

these homes have more than two bedrooms, so he is concerned with the capacity of the system.  

Mayor Pell stated that Myrtle Beach owns the system and their engineering department will 

determine the location of the remaining pumping stations.  Mr. Graham asked what does it cost 

per house to hook up.  Mayor Pell advised $18,000 to 20,000.  Mr. Graham stated that the system 

used to belong to the LLC.  He questioned how come the Town provided and paid for 

equipment.  He said that private people gave money to the Town and the Town purchased the 

pumps.  Mayor Pell stated that the Town didn’t pay anything.  Residents sent money to the Town 

that was then forwarded to the LLC.  The Town is not in the sewer business and therefore, we 

cannot own or operate any sewer system.  This system was established by private individuals, the 

LLC, and the City of Myrtle Beach.  The system is owned, operated, and maintained by the City 

of Myrtle Beach.  Councilman Rotondo stated that we have a theoretical agreement in place with 

the City of Myrtle Beach to complete the system.  There has been some gridlock with the 

attorneys trying to reach an agreement.  There is no obligation other than for the people in the 

floodplain to pay for the completion of the system.  At a later time, we will be looking at a 

requirement for residents to properly maintain their septic systems.  Mr. Graham questioned how 

you maintain a septic system.  Councilman Huffman stated that we have an ordinance to clean 

out septic systems once every five years.  Councilman Rotondo stated we do not have an 

ordinance; however, previously he sent out literature on the proper maintenance of a septic 

system.  He suggested that we may be able to get a bulk rate for cleaning out the septic systems 

for residents.  Mayor Pell stated right now the rest of the Town is not an issue.  We need to get 

the sewer system completed and have all of the residents in that area connected.   

Ed Metten stated that there was an ordinance adopted five years ago requiring everyone in the 

floodplain to connect to the sewer system.  Mayor Pell advised that this ordinance was 

unenforceable because the system was not completed with the required pumping stations.   

Robert Graham asked about the lot clearing, specifically, 159 Cabana.  Mayor Pell advised that 

we have sent a letter to the property owner and if they fail to get the lot cleared, we will refer it 

to our Hearing Board as a nuisance.  He also asked about HTC and how it would affect our right-

of-ways.  Mayor Pell advised that they will work with Santee Cooper.  If HTC is able to offer 

their services to residents in the Town, the Town would only facilitate it for HTC by allowing 

them access. 

Bob Kennedy (123 North Gate) stated that this all came about due to the costs by Time Warner 

and the need to have another option for residents.  Bob also questioned whether the rules for 

recycle will change since they are encouraging more participation.  Councilman Rotondo stated 

sharing the list of what is recyclable with residents is a good idea.  This information is already on 

the website and we could request that Waste Industries send out a flyer on what to recycle. 

Bob Hock (74 Cypress) stated that the appearance of Middle Gate Road and the entrance is 

greatly improved. 
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Robert Graham  stated that the fire hydrant across from 147 Cabana is overgrown.  

Councilwoman Hinds advised that she will have Thomas prune back the bushes. 

Chief Lamparter stated that the Cabana needs a street address.  Councilman Huffman advised 

that he assigned 175 Beach Drive to it.  Chief Lamparter said that if Council agrees that 175 

Beach Drive is the address; that is fine.  There was no objection heard.  The Chief stated that a 

number needs to be put up.  He will talk to the Association’s President Jane Marcozzi.   

Robert Graham asked if there was an ordinance requiring residents to have a  house number on 

their mailbox.  Chief Lamparter advised that there is no ordinance.  However, we should remind 

residents the importance of having the number on your mailbox.  The Chief will send out an 

email to residents. 

Robert Graham  asked about a flag on a flag pole on Middle Gate Road and having it lit at night?  

Mayor Pell stated that we did talk about a flag at the town office; however, we haven’t done 

anything yet.  Chief Lamparter stated he has the flag and plans to put it back up. 

Ed Metten asked about a post office box put in Town.  Mayor Pell advised that we asked about a 

mail drop before and our request was denied. 

 

     With no further business or comment, Huffman made a motion and Hinds seconded to 

adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 5:06pm. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Signed original on file at the Town Office   Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 

Approved ________________ 

 

      

      

      


