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     The Town Council held a Town meeting on Monday, May 18, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the Town 

office located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC  29572. 

 

 Present   Mayor    Gary Pell 

    Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

        Huston Huffman 

        Abigail Stewart 

    Town Police Chief  Kyle Lamparter 

    Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

 Absent   Councilman   Paul Rotondo 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  Mayor Pell 

proceeded with the approval of minutes for the April 14
th

 workshop and the April 20
th

 town 

meeting.  Copies of the minutes were previously distributed to Council and were available to the 

public.  Huffman made a motion and Hinds seconded to approve the minutes of the April 14
th

 

workshop and the April 20
th

 town meeting as written.  The motion was unanimously approved.  

Both minutes were approved as written.   

     Councilwoman Stewart presented the financial statement and voucher for the period ending 

April 30, 2015.  She noted that we have a little less than $300,000 in our general fund with the 

first mortgage payment of $3,000 due May 30th. In recapping, we paid $315,000 for 121 North 

Gate and took $300,000 from our cash reserves.  The property owners agreed to hold a $15,000 

note to be paid over 5 years with payments of $3,000 each year with no interest.  We expect to 

receive a large deposit toward the end of June from the Municipal Assoc. collection program for 

insurance and telecommunication taxes which should meet our projections.  With no further 

comment, Stewart made a motion and Hinds seconded to approve the financial statement and 

voucher for the period ending April 30, 2015. 

     Chief Lamparter provided the security report for the period April 20, 2015 to May 18, 2015.  

There were 51 incidents or calls for service that included:  (2) vehicle registration violations; (1) 

no driver license or suspended; (1) speeding; and, (1) suspended license plate.  There were 4 

active alarms and 5 assists to motorists.  4/22/15 a school issue at the Church.  4/23/15 LEN 

checkpoint in North Myrtle Beach.  4/25/15 suspicious vehicle at a residence complaint.  4/28/15 

school issue at the Church.  5/2/15 motor vehicle incident with injury.  5/5/15 hit and run 

mailbox.  5/7/15 civil dispute.  5/8/15 vandalism – tire slashing.  5/9/15 door to door soliciting 



2 
 

violation.  5/12/15 storm – tree down on a shed.  Assistance was provided to the County Police 

on 5/2/15 with a shooting attempted murder suspect at 9711 N. Kings Hwy. and an indecent 

exposure by suspect at Belk.  On 4/30/15 stolen vehicle LoJack track with county police in the 

Conway area.  On 5/15/15 robbery, hit and run, drug possession, fight on Grissom Pkwy.  Traffic 

signs in good condition.  Replaced stop sign post on Ocean View at Middle Gate and replaed on 

no parking sign post.  Code enforcement has his business cards.  Proof on the ordinance 

summons has been signed at the printer.  Alligator complaints are increasing.  Coyote complaints 

continue.  Watch the police body camera legislation  issue and its direct and indirect costs and 

privacy issues.  The Chief also reported that a State Trooper will be at Middle Gate for the 

Atlantic Beach Bike Fest from Friday to Sunday. 

     The first item of old business is 2
nd

 reading of Ordinance #2015-03 to amend the budget for 

FY2014/2015.  This is to accommodate increased legal expenses principally as a result of the 

lawsuit.  Essentially, we are not depositing the annual deposit into the road fund due to these 

expenses.  We also are utilizing some of the budgets line items that were cut back and were not 

being carried over to next year.  With no further comment, Stewart made a motion and Hinds 

seconded to approve second reading of Ordinance #2015-03 to amend the budget to $442,960 for 

fiscal year July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

     The next item of old business is committee reports.  Councilman Huffman stated he has 

obtained one more quote to fix the problem on Ocean View In front of 315 Ocean View and he 

believes it is the best quote.  Mayor Pell stated that we can now discuss this with the Coppedge’s 

to determine the best option.  Councilwoman Hinds reported that the Firewise committee did 

meet last Thursday and she has already received some recording sheets.   She also contacted 

Steve Moore with the Forestry Commission to see if all of the grant monies are not used now, 

will we be able to use them in the fall for the Town’s right-of-ways.   

     The first item of new business is the swearing-in of three residents who have agreed to serve 

on the Planning Commission and the Hearing Board.  Houston Bell has agreed to another term of 

service on the Planning Commission.  Kate Philips and Rick Marcozzi have agreed to serve on 

the Hearing Board replacing Mary Ann Santicola who has moved out of town and Gary 

Randolph who travels extensively and was concerned that he might not be able to make the 

meetings.  Mayor Pell sworn-in each of them and thanked them for their service. 

     The next item of new business is first reading of Ordinance #2015-02 to budget $400,060 for 

FY2015/2016 in title only.  We will review the budget at the June workshop when 

Councilwoman Stewart will have the revenues finalized.  Second reading will be at the June 

town meeting.  Stewart made a motion and Huffman seconded to approve first reading of 

Ordinance #2015-02 in title only. 

     Mayor Pell inquired about the continuing education of the zoning officials.  Everyone was in 

attendance except Frank Pennisi, Jack Himmelsbach, and David Buonviri.  The clerk advised 

that she spoke to Dan (instructor) and he said that he would talk to David Schwerd, Municipal 

Consultant to see if something can be set up for those three individuals.  Mayor Pell advised that 

he would check with David.  Mayor Pell asked about the lot clearing.  The clerk advised that we 
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have one lot (149 Cabana) that failed to respond to our request.  Lot 159 Cabana (Policastro) 

should be referred to the Hearing Board as a nuisance.  Thomas will be clearing #149 Cabana 

and we will bill the owner.  Mayor Pell stated with regard to the budget and the fire contract, if 

we do make a change, we are required to give North Myrtle Beach a 30-day notice.  He hopes 

that we can get all the facts this week in order to make a decision.  It was noted that our current 

contract expires June 30
th

; however, the contract allows for month to month following June 30
th

.  

Councilman Huffman asked “what is the alternative to North Myrtle Beach fire contract”.  

Mayor Pell advised Horry County who has a fire station on Lake Arrowhead Road.  We are 

looking into it due to an extensive (20%) increase on our contract with North Myrtle Beach.  

Mayor Pell advised that he has a meeting with Myrtle Beach at their May 26
th

 workshop where 

he will be talking to them about a resolution for the floodplain sewer system.   

     With no further business or discussion, Huffman made a motion and Hinds seconded to 

adjourn.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Signed original on file at the Town Office  

         Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 

 

Approved _______________________ 


