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     The Town Council held a budget workshop on Tuesday, April 14, 2015 at 1:00 pm in the 

Town office located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC 29572. 

 

 Present    Mayor     Gary Pell 

     Members of Council   Rebecca Hinds 

          Huston Huffman 

          Paul Rotondo 

          Abigail Stewart 

     Town Police Chief   Kyle Lamparter 

     Town Clerk    Sheila Hamilton 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.  Council had a 

discussion concerning purchasing a new police vehicle after four years or delaying the purchase 

for another year.  Historically, the Town has deposited $5,000 each year into the Police Car Fund 

and has purchased a new vehicle after four years.  Our current vehicle was purchased in October 

2011.  It currently has 60,000 miles on it.  Unfortunately, the current vehicle has been laden with 

unpredicted repairs.  The fuel pump was replaced.  The power steering has a leak with $1100 

cost to repair.  Currently, the Chief has been adding fluid in order to delay the repair.  The 

radiator was replaced with free labor from the Chief and his brother that only cost $200 for 

materials.  The Chief explained that in order to take care of these issues, the vehicle is out of 

commission.  The state bid cost for a new vehicle is $23,800 with a resale of the current vehicle 

at $7,000-$8,000.  Councilman Rotondo questioned  doing a comparison of 4 years to 5 years 

should we decide to keep the vehicle for another year.  Chief Lamparter agreed to put together 

information for Council to review. 

     Council then began reviewing the budget book line item by line item for expenses.  We 

haven’t received the information from the County for revenues, so we will review those later.  

Under administration, the clerk has reviewed all the categories included and recommends that we 

keep the budget at $12,650.  One of the categories is the Town’s website.  Councilwoman 

Stewart advised that she has reviewed several proposals and the lowest proposal was for a 

redesign of the website of $500 and he charges $50 an hour for updating.  This would probably 

be $1100 this year and next year just an hourly maintenance.  Council briefly discussed other 

options for updating the website by the town clerk.   Mayor Pell stated he had contacted Mike 

Mahaney, City Manager of North Myrtle Beach in order to start the fire contract process for 
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2015/2016.  We currently have a two year contract that expires on June 30, 2015.  He hopes that 

we can get another 2 year contract without an increase.  Last increase in 2013 was just a slight 

increase of $2000 per month.  We have only had one fire and we continue our firewise 

community activities.  We will budget $65,000 for now and once we receive the proposal from 

North Myrtle Beach, we will discuss this further.  Continuing with the other line items, most will 

stay the same.  Account #718 trash & recycling collection and #720.1 landscape maintenance 

still have another year on their three year contracts.  Minor increases and decreases on some of 

the line items were made.  Council discussed general maintenance (not road maintenance) that 

includes 121 North Gate.  On the house inspection, we were advised that we would need a new 

roof sometime within the next few years and we need to purchase a maintenance agreement for 

the HVAC unit.  Councilman Huffman agreed to get estimates for a roof and for a maintenance 

agreement on the HVAC unit.  The budget will remain the same.  Council also discussed the 

pooling of water on Ocean View following heavy rains and the right-of-way is very marshy in 

that area.  Mrs. Coppedge asked if the Town could take a look at this area and see what could be 

done.  Councilman Huffman agreed to look into it.  The line item for the town clerk is on target.  

Sheila will be retiring at the end of the year.  She will be training the new town clerk, so we will 

have two clerks working for about 4 months, so Councilwoman Stewart recommended that we 

increase the town clerk line item from $24,000 to $32,000.  Mayor Pell asked who would like to 

take the lead to develop an objective business case for the new clerk to include the qualifications 

required; the applicants required skills; total hours to be worked; pay; and, benefits.  

Councilwoman Hinds and Councilman Rotondo agreed to put together the job description 

package for a new town clerk.  Councilwoman Stewart advised that Council will need to make 

the employment decision such as number of hours to work and what benefits are available before 

we post the job and do the interviewing.  Council had discussed increasing the transfer to the 

Police Car Fund from $5000 to $5500 as the cost of vehicles are increasing.  We will discuss 

roads later.  Councilwoman Stewart will continue working on the budget in preparation for first 

reading at the May town meeting.  Second reading will be in June.   

     Chief Lamparter provided an update on the entrance lighting.  He spoke to Kevin Grey, 

Manager in charge of lighting at Santee Cooper.  They have a LED Pilot Program available only 

to municipalities requiring a 3 year commitment.  This program was set up to gain knowledge 

and experience with LED outdoor lighting products and to charge an appropriate lease rate for 

this non-standard product.  We have discussed changing to white lighting for better visibility 

along highway 17 at the entrances.  There was a discussion concerning blue lights.  Council is to 

look at the blue lighting in the local areas and they will then determine how to proceed. 

     The clerk gave a brief update on the vacant lot program.  Arrangements have been made on 

all of the lots except two.  One lot, the owner failed to respond to our request, so we will clear 

the lot and bill the owner.  The other lot is #159 Cabana fails to respond to our requests each 

year.  We may have to refer this to our Hearing Board as a nuisance.  The clerk noted that 

Council will need to fill the vacancy of Mrs. Santicola, who has moved from the town.  She 

further suggested that Council may want to contact each member of the Hearing Board to verify 
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that they will continue to serve on the Board since the Board hasn’t been utilized in quite a 

while.  Mayor Pell agreed to do that.  

     Council needs to go into executive session to discuss legal matters.  Stewart made a motion 

and Huffman seconded to go into executive session to discuss legal matters.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.  COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM 2:45PM-

3:20PM.   

Stewart made a motion and Huffman seconded to go back into open session.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.  Stewart then made a motion and Huffman seconded to adjourn the 

meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 3:21PM. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

Signed original on file at the Town Office 

         Sheila Hamilton 

         Town Clerk 

 

Approved ______________________                       

   


