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     The Town Council held a workshop on Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 4:00 pm in the Town 

office located at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, SC  29572. 

 

 Present    Mayor    Gary Pell 

     Members of Council  Rebecca Hinds 

         Huston Huffman 

         Paul Rotondo 

     Town Clerk   Sheila Hamilton 

     Town Police Chief  Kyle Lamparter 

 Absent    Councilwoman  Abigail Stewart 

 

With a quorum present, Mayor Pell called the meeting to order at 3:53 pm.  The first item on the 

agenda was 2
nd

 reading of Ordinance #2015-01 to amend the stormwater ordinance.  Mayor Pell 

stated that he spoke to the Town Attorney, Neil Wright and he requested that we hold off on 

second reading until April.  He is meeting with Tom Ellenburg, Myrtle Beach’s City Attorney on 

Wednesday in order to work out the arrangements in order to complete the sewer system.  

Councilman Huffman brought up the issue of how often septic tanks should be cleaned out.  The 

report by Thomas & Hutton Engineering Company recommended that septic tanks be cleaned 

out every five years.  While Councilman Huffman stated DHEC recommends every ten years.  

This is something that doesn’t have to be addressed now as our main concern at this point is the 

completion of the sewer system.   

     The next item is Municode and the cost estimate for Supplement #5.  Nine ordinances 

adopted in 2014 were submitted to Municode for codification.  The cost estimate was $3,105 

plus tax, if applicable.  The clerk explained, part of the reason for the high cost was the zoning 

ordinance that included a number of pages.  Councilman Rotondo questioned whether the cost 

per page had increased.  The clerk advised that she will check the records and report the cost per 

page from past supplements at the town meeting.  The Council then can approve printing of the 

supplement. 

     The next item is the floodplain sewer.  As previously stated, our attorney, Neil Wright will be 

meeting with Myrtle Beach’s city attorney tomorrow and will provide a report at the town 

meeting. 
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     The clerk then provided a report on the vacant lot clearing.  There were 9 lots to be cleared.  

Lot #65 has been cleared by C&H Lawn Care.  Thomas has also has lot #58 Bayberry; #225 Live 

Oak; and, #276 Cherry to clear at the request of the owners.  The clerk advised she hasn’t heard 

anything from the other property owners.  Councilman Huffman stated that he believes that #110 

Hickory was cleared by the owner.  The clerk will check this out.  If she doesn’t  hear anything 

from the other property owners, she will send a follow-up letter tomorrow certified mail 

requesting that the lot be cleared within 15 days.  If they fail to respond, we will made 

arrangements to have the lots cleared and we will bill the owners.  Mayor Pell suggested that we 

copy the letter to our town attorney. 

     Mayor Pell advised that the audit has been completed and we are just waiting for the printed 

report.  The auditor is requesting a slight increase to do the FY2014/2015 annual audit. 

     The next item is transition issues, specifically the website.  At the previous workshop, we 

discussed the need to pay someone or to have a volunteer to maintain our town’s website as 

Councilwoman Stewart will no longer be maintaining the website.  She has been trying to get 

some estimates.  The one recently received was from “The Impact Guys” who seemed to be most 

reasonable.  A copy of their proposal was provided to Council in their packets.  Mayor Pell 

stated that this would be included in our budget discussions. 

     Mayor  Pell advised that we will have an executive session at the upcoming town meeting in 

order for our attorney, Neil Wright to update us on the legal matters.  Councilwoman Hinds 

asked if we have received billing invoices from Mr. Wright.  Mayor Pell advised we should have 

them at the town meeting. 

     The next item is information from the cable meeting with HTC.  The clerk advised that the 

HTC representative has not picked up the maps yet.  Chief Lamparter offered to deliver the maps 

to the engineer if he were provided with an address.  Mayor Pell stated that he will contact Gail 

Enslen to find out the status.   

     The next item is a discussion of future road plans.  Councilman  Huffman advised that he had 

received an email from Councilwoman Stewart explaining that the typical amount budgeted for 

any budget year is $40,000.  The current budget year is $46,500 due to $6,500 that was carried 

over from the previous year.  Further discussion will take place at the budget workshop. 

     Chief Lamparter then addressed his request for lighting at the entrance gates.  He has 

recommended that we change from the orange lighting to white lighting in the shoebox fixtures.  

There will be no change in the cost.  He is also recommending that the poles be changed from 14 

ft. in height to 20 ft. in height.  Councilman Rotondo is concerned with raising the poles the 

effect it will have on resident properties next to the entrances.  Mayor Pell questioned how we 

arrived at the height and felt that the Santee Cooper engineer should be able to advise us of the 

proper height for what we want without affecting these residents.  Chief Lamparter agreed to 

contact Santee Cooper for their recommendation. 

     The next item is credentials and a book for code enforcement.  Mayor Pell advised that last 

Saturday, we had an incident involving code enforcement.  A resident was proceeding to do 

work on a remodel without a building permit.  Jarrette Jacobs, our code enforcement officer paid 
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a visit to the resident.  The resident asked to see his credentials and he had none.  This had not 

been in problem in the past as he also worked for the County as a code enforcement officer and 

had credentials and drove a County vehicle.  However, Jarrette no longer works for the County, 

so we must provide him with credentials.  After some discussion, Council decided to provide 

him with picture identification; a name badge; and, business cards.  Chief Lamparter will take 

care of getting these things for Jarrette. 

     Council received an email from Billy Kayserling, Mayor of Beaufort, SC requesting that 

Council pass a resolution in opposition to seismic testing, exploration and drilling for oil and gas 

off the Coast of South Carolina.  Council felt that we should take a wait and see attitude on this 

topic to see what our neighbors are doing.  As a result, we will table this issue for now. 

     Mayor Pell advised that we had received a request from Kate Phillips for something in writing 

indicating she loaned the Town the conference table and six leather chairs.  We prepared a 

statement to be signed by the Mayor if it is satisfactory to Kate.  The clerk will contact her to see 

if it is ok and if so, Mayor Pell will sign it. 

     Mayor Pell noted that we had received an email from a resident concerning mosquito control.  

She felt that the Council should inform residents on thing to do to prevent mosquitos.  

Councilman Huffman contacts the County when there is a need for spraying.  Mayor Pell also 

questioned when is the proper time to take care of the algae control in the lakes.  Councilman 

Rotondo stated that it should be done soon.  Councilwoman Hinds offered to give him the name 

of an individual that can take care of this.  Councilman Rotondo also stated that we would be 

adding more fish in the lakes again this year. 

     Mayor Pell called for committee reports.  Councilman Huffman stated that Thomas should be 

cleaning off debris on the stormwater drains.  When we get a heavy rain, they get stopped up.  

He also suggested that we put some bushes in the median at 120 Hickory.  We put some fill dirt 

there, but he is concerned it will just be washed away and become a mud pit.  Councilwoman 

Hinds will address both of these items with Thomas.  Councilwoman Hinds stated that she would 

like to change the firewise event day from April 25
th

 to May 2
nd

 as she would be out of town.  

Council had no objection.  She said that her committee will meet and finalize all the 

arrangements. 

     Mayor Pell advised that the stove in the town office had to be removed due to our occupancy 

permit.  Since we are unable to use it, we need to determine what to do with it.  It has been 

suggested that we donate it to Habitat for Humanity.  Mayor Pell asked Council to take a look at 

it and let him know their opinion on what to do.  Councilman Huffman asked why we keep all 

the chair up in the meeting room.  He suggested that they be folded up and placed against the 

wall and just keep a few chairs in the front.  He stated some residents sit in the back of the room 

and it is difficult to hear their comments and their voices don’t pick up very well on the recorder. 

     Council then reviewed the agenda for the town meeting on Monday, March 16
th

.  Old 

business will include a report on the vacant lot program; municode estimate for supplement #5; 

floodplain sewer; entrance lighting; and, committee reports.  New business will include 
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Ordinance #2015-01 to amend the stormwater ordinance and nuisance ordinance and an 

executive session to receive an update on legal matters. 

     Mayor Pell then called for public input.   

Jean Meyers (281 Center) thanked Council for serving and all that they do. 

     With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 5:35 pm. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Signed original on file at the Town Office  Sheila Hamilton 

        Town Clerk 

 

Approved __________________________ 

         

      

      


